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B O OK I. 

C -H A P. I. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N. 

To the PUB LI C. 

$««Hl Have obfefved, that when a new 
i I book begins to make a noife in the 

I I J world, eve»y one is .defirous of te- 
I . 1 coming acquainted with the author ; 
®T® and this impatience increases the more 
fee endeavours to conceal hirnfelf. -'—. I expeft to* 
hear an hundred different names afcribed to the 
Invisible,— fome of which I fhould, perhaps, be 
proud of, others as much afhamed to own.— Some 
will doubtlefs take me for a philofopber, — others 
for a fool j— with fome I {hall .pais for a mmcvS 
Vol. .1. B " ^•afutt* 
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pleafiire, — with others for a ftoic ; — fome will 
look upon me as a courtier, — others as a patriot;: 
but whether I am any one of thefe, or whether I 
am even a man or a woman, they will find it 9 
after all their conjedbures, as difficult to difcover 
as the longitude. 

I think it therefore a duty incumbent on my 
good-nature to put an early <ftop to fuch fruitlefa 
inquifitions, and alfo at the fame time to fatisfy^ 
in fome meafure, the curiofity of the Public, by 
giving an account of the means by which I at- 
tained the Gift of Invifibility I poffefs. 

Know then, gentle reader, that in fhe former 
part of my life it was my good fortune to do a 
fignal fervice to a certain venerable perfon fince 
dead : — he was descended from the ancient Magi 
of the Chaldeans, inherited their wifdom, and was 
well vetfed in all the myftic fecrets of their ait. — . 
Befides his gratitude for the good offices I had done 
him, he feemM to have found fomething in my 
_ tumour and manner of behaviour that extremely 
"" pleafed him ; — he would often have me with him, 
and entertained me with dafcourfes oh things of 
which otherwife I fhoulil have had no idea. 

But it was not long that 1 enjoyed this benefit ; 
— he fent for me one day to let me know he wa* 
much indifpofed, and-denxed I would come imme- 
diately to him ; — I went, and found aim not as I 
expected, in bed* but fitting in an eafy chair.— 
After the firft falutations were over, and I had 
placed myfelf pretty near him, — < My good 

* friend, faid he, taking hold of my hand, 1 feel 

* that I muft fhortly quit this bufy world; — the 

* filver cord is loofened, — the golden bowl is 
f broken, — every thing within me haftens to a 

4 Ipwty 
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** fpeedy diflblution; and I am willing to fee yoa 
* once more before I fet out on my journey to that 
J land of fcades,— -as Hamlet truly fays, 

* * Thatundifo3ver*dcoiintjy» from whofc boim 

* No traveller returns/ 

c As the. femembrance of you, .continued he, 
c will certainly accompany me beyond the grave, 
c 1 would who, me thinks, to hold fome place in 

< yours while you remain on earth, to the enu that 
« I- may not be quite aftranger to you when we 

% * meet in eternity; — I have no land, nor tene- 
« Clients, nor gold -nprfilver to bequeath, yet am 

< not deftitute o£ fomething which may be equally 
\ c worthy your acceptance/ 

Theji, after . a little paufe, — x Take this/ 
added he, giving me a key, * it -will admit you 
■« into a clofet which no one but royfelf has ever 
« entered; — I calLit my Cabinet of Curiofitiesj 
c and I believe you will find ftich things there as 
' will defepve that name; — chufe from among 
' them any one that moft fuits your fancy, and 
« -accept it as a token of my love/ 

He faid no more, but rung his bell for a fervant, 
. who, by his orders, conducted me by a narrow 
winding ftaircafe to the top of the ooufe, and left 
me at a little door, which I opened with the key 
that had been given me, and found myfelf in a 
fmall fquare room, built after the manner of a 
tutret:— all the furniture Was an old wicker 
chair, -with a piece of blanket thrown carelefly 
over it, I fuppofe to defend the (age from the air 
when he fat there to ftudy ; — near it was placed 
a table, not lefs antiquated, with two globes ;— *a 
tfandifh with fome paper, and fcvtwV W«a \* 
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manufcript ; but wrote in chara&ers too unintel* 
ligible for me to comprehend any part of what they 
contained. — Juft in the middle of the cieling hung 
a pretty large cryftal ball, filled with a fliining 
yellowifh powder ^ and this infcription patted oaiu 

The Illusive Powd e r. 

c A small quantity of this powder, blown 
« through the quill of a Porcupine when the Moon 

* is in Aries, raifes fplendid vifions in the people's 

* eyes 5 and, if apply'd when the fame planet is in 

* Cancer, fpreads univerfal terror and difmay.' 

I eafily perceived that this was one of the Cu- 
riofities my friend had mentioned, and a great one 

* indeed it was ; but as I had neither intereft nor 
inclination to impofe upon my felk>w»creatures, I 

.judged it fitter for the pdffeffion of fome one or 
other of the mighty ruleis if the<earth. 

I then turned towards the wafts, which were atl 
hung round with telefcopcs, — horofcopes, — - 
microfcopes, — talifmans, — multipliers, — mag- 
nifiers of all degrees and fizes, — loadftones cut in 
various forms, and great numbers of mathematical 
inftruments ; — but thefe, as I was altogether ig- 
norant of their ufes, I paffed flightly over, till I 

. came to a hand-bell, which having the appearance 
of no other than fuch as I had ordinarily feen at a 
lady's tea-table, I fhould have taken no notice of, 

'but for a label prefixed to it, on which I found 

. ihefe 'words : 

The Sympathetic Bell, 

« The leaft tinkle of which not only fets all 

.S+* the bells of the whole country, be it of ever fo 

' • Jarge extent, in motion, without the help of men 

4 to 
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* to pull the ropes,, but alfo makes them play 

* whatever changes the party is pleafed to nominate.' 

Though I thought art could produce no greater 
wonder than this Sell, yet I felt no ftrong defire of 
becoming matter of it; but proceeded to examine 
what farther rarities this extraordinary cabinet 
would prefent.— The next I took notice of was a. 
phial, not much unlike thofe which are commonly, 
ibid in the (hops with French- hungary-water j— 
it had this infeription :. 

Salts of Meditation, 

4 Which, held clofe to the noftrils for the 
c fpace of three feconds and a- half, corrects all 
' vague and wandering thoughts, fixes the ciind, 

* and enables it to ponder juitly. on any fubject 

* that requires, deliberation.?" 

This beneficial fecret I.alfo reje&ed, through a 
mere point of conscience, as thinking it would be 
^ much better fervice to mankind if in the poffef- 1 
fion of the divines* lawyers, politicians, or phyfi- 
eians, efpecially the two 1 ait mentioned, as it might 
prevent the one from engaging in any enterprizc 
they have not abilities or courage to go thro* with, 
•—and the other from falling into thofe grofs 
miftakes they are frequently guilty of in relation 
to the cafe of. the difeafed,. 

The next, and indeed the firft thing that rajfed 
in me any covetous emotions, was the apparatus of 
a belt, but teemed no more than a collection of 
atoms gathered together in that form, and playing in 
the fun-beams. — I could not perfuade myfelf it was 
a real fubftance, till 1 took it down, and then 
found it fo light, that if 1 fhut my eyes I knew 
not that 1 had any thing in my hand* The, lajtai 
annexed to it Aad thefe words ;.. 
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The Belt of Invisibility, 

* Which, fattened round the body, ..next the* 
c fkin, na fooner becomes warm, than it renders > 
4 the. party invifible to air human eyes.' 

AJittle farther, on the fame fide of the wall, ! was* 
placed a Tablet, or Pocket-book, which, on ex-J- 
amming, I found was compofed of a clear glafly 
iuitftance, firm, yet thin as the bubbles which wev 
. ibmetirnes fee rife on the furface of the waters j — » 
it was malleable, and doubkd-in many foldings, fo-v 
that, when fhut,,it feemed very.fmall; but when 
extended,, was more long and broad than any fheet 
I ever faw of imperial paper; — its ufes weredecy* 
phe'd in the following infeription ; . 

The Wonderful Tablet; 

c Which j in. whatever place it is ipread bpenv 

* receives the impreflion of every word that is 

* fpoken, in as diftinct a manner as if engraved*. 

* and can ho way be expunged, but by the breath 
« of a v,rgi£i, of fo pure an innocence as not to- 
« have even thought on the difference of fexes 5— . 

* aft jr fich a one,, if fuch a one is' to be found, 
« hb'bi^wn pretty hard upon it for the fpace of 
«■ fa eh feconds. and. three quarters, fhe muft wipe 
«ir gently with the firft down under the left wing, 
< .of an unfledged fwan, plucked when the Moon is 

* iii - 1 hree degrees of Virgo: — this done, the 

* T?.Met will be entirely free from; all former me* 

* moiandums, and fit to take a new impreflion. 

« Ncte, that the virgin muft exceed twelve- 
\« )cars of Age.' 

I was vervmuch divided between thefe two*;— 

the Belt of Jnvifibility put a thoufand rambles into 

my head, which promifed difamxtes Yu^ty flafc- 
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tfcrfng to the inquifitivenefs of my humour ; but 
then the Tablet, recording every thing I fhould 
hear fpoken, which- I confefs my memory is too 
defective to retain, filled me with the mod ardent 
defire of becoming mailer of fo inestimable a trea- 
sure r — in fine, — I wanted both ; — fo encroach- 
ing is the temper of mankind, that the grant of 
one favour generally paves the way for folliciting 
a fecond, - 

While I was in this dilemma- a ftratagem oc-- 
curred,. which I hefitated notto put in practice, and- 
found it anfwer to my wifhes ; — I took both the 
Belt and Tablet in my hand ; and having carefully 
locked the door of the cabinet, returned to the 
Adept ;—* he faw the Belt r which being long, 
hung over my w«ft r but not perceiving 1 bad ihc 
Tabled — * ' The choice you have made, kid he 
*. with a fmile,. confirms fne truth of what I al- 

* ways believed, that curiofity is the moft prevail- 
4 ing paffion of Vhe human mind.? . 

€ However juft that pofitton may be 9 reply'd I r 
c that propeniity is not firong enough in me, to 
« make me able to decide between the wonderful 
< Tablet and the no lefs wonderful Belt ; — they 

* appear to me of fuch equal eftimation, that when- 
' ever I would fix on the one, the benefits of the 
<- other rife up in oppofition to my choice ;< andl 

* know not which of the two I fhould receive* 

* with moft pleafure,or leave with the leaft regret; 
c — 1 have therefore brought both down to you r 

* and intreat you will .determine for me.' 

I foon perceived he underftood my meaning per- 
fectly well ; for, after a little paufe, — « When I 

* made you the offer, faid he, of whatever ^jow 

* liked belt among my colle&iorv of cw\ot\ta&<> \ 

B 4 % \ vcwswteA 
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4 intended not that your acceptance of one thing 

* fliould render you unhappy thro' the want of an- 

* other.; — take then, I bcfeech you, both the Belt 
€ and the Tablet, — you (hall leave neither of them 

* behind you j— nor do I wonder you fhould defirc 

* to, unite them \ — they are, in a manner, conco- 
*- mitant ; and the fatisfa&ion that either of them 
'• would-be able to procure, would be incomplete 
4 without the afliftance of the other.' . 

Thus was I putinpofieffion of a treafure, which 
I thought the more valuable, as I was pretty cer- 
tain no other perfon, in this kingdom at leaft, en- 
joy'd the like ; — after making proper acknowledg- 
ments to the obliging donor, I took my leave, and 
return'd home with a heart overflowing with delight. 

I was not long before I made trial of my Belt, 
and found the efre&s as the label had dcfcribe'd : I 
alfo opened my Tablet, — fpoke, and faw my 
words immediately imprinted on it \ — and then pro- 
cured fome Swan's-down, according to dire&ion, 
and fn treated feveral young ladies to breathe upon it 
' one after another ; but though I dare anfwer for 
their virtue, the favour they did me was in 
vain— the impreffionxemain'd (till indelible. 

Indeed, when I began to confider maturely on 
the conditions prefcribed.in the label on the Tablet, 
I was fenfible that it was not enough for a virgin to 
be perfectly innocent, fhe muft alfo be equally ig- 
norant, to be qualified for the performance of the ' 
talk required $-*-and not to have once thought on 
the difference of fexes, feem'd a thing fcarce pof- 
fible after fix or feveri years of age at moft, and 
would have been as great a prodigy as either of 
tho/e rhat had been beftowed upon me by the Adept. 
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What would I not have given for fuch a one as 
Dorinda in Shakefpear's Inchanted Jfland; but fuch 
a hope being vain, I was extremely puzzled, and 
knew not what to do ; at laft, however, a lucky, 
thought got me over the difficulty ; — it was this : 
I prevailed, for afmall fum of money, with a very 
poor widow, who had feveral children, to let me 
have a girl of about three years old, to bring up 
and educate as- 1 judged proper ;-r-I then committed 
my little purchafe to the care of an elderly woman, 
whofe discretion I had experienced ; — I communi- 
cated to her the whole of my defign, and inftru&ed 
her howto proceed in order to render it effectual. 

. The little creature was kept in an upper room, 
which had no window in it but alky- light in the 
roof of the houfe, fo could be witnefs of nothing 
that paffed. below ; — her diet was thin, and very 
/paring; — ihe was not permitted to fleep above 
half the time generally allowed for repofe, and faw 
no living thing but the old woman who lay with 
her, gave her food, and did all. that was neceffary 
about her,. 

I frequently vifitcd them in my InvifibilFty, and 
was highly pleafed and diverted with the diligence 
of my good old woman ; — fhe not only obeyed 
my orders with the Utmoft pun&uality, but did 
many things of her own accord, which, tho' very 
requifite, 1 had not thought of. — To prevent her 
young charge from falling into any of thofc diftem- 
pers which the want of exercife fometimes occa- 
sions, fhe contrived to make a fwing for her acrofs 
the room, taught her to play at battledore and 
fhittlecock, -— to tofs the ball and catch it at the 
rebound, and fuch like childifh gambols, which 
both delighted her mind, and kept her limbs in a 
continual motion, 

-B 5 T^K* 
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This conduit, and this regimen conftantly ob- 
ferved, maintained my virgin's purity inviolate, as 
I did not fail to make an effay in a few days after 
flie entered into her thirteenth year, and the fuc- 
oefs of my endeavours made me not regret*. th6. 
> pains I had been at.for.fuch a length;of time. 

Nowinruns into my head that. feme- people will : 
not credit one word of all this; for as there are 
many who belieye too much, there are-yet many 
more who will believe nothing at all but what their 
own fhallow reafon enables them to comprehend, . 
-*- Well, — let them judge as they think fit, — - 
let them puzzle their wife noddles till ihey ake,— - 
fcftall fit.ifnug in my. IriviftbiUty while they lofes 
half the pleafure, and, jt may be,. all the improve-, 
ment of my lucubrations,. 

But thofe who refolve to purfuc me through the - 
fallowing pages with an ingenuous candour, Iz 
flatter myfelf will lofe nothing by the chace ; — - 
they will find me in various places, though not in . 
fo many as perhaps they may expetft; — they would 
in vain feek me at court- balls,~city«rfeafts, — the . 
halls of juftice, or meetings for elections ; .■ — nor* 
<do I much haunt the opera or play-houfes : — ih.v 
fine, w I avoid all crouds, — alt mixed aflemblies, . 
except the mafquerade and Venetian balls. — I arh . 
a member of the eftablifhed church ; but as I am 
notafhamed of appearing at divine worfhip, never, 
put on my. Ihv.ifi.ble Belt when I gp there. . I rew 
veret regal authority, but feld6m vifit the cabinet of, 
princes $ becaufe they are generally fo filled with . 
a thick fog, that the cryftahhe texture of my Ta- 
blets could not receive, what was faid there, fo 
as to be read diftin&ly ; — nor do I much care ta 
venture myfelf among their .minifters of ftate, or 
any 0/ their under- working tools j the floors of their 
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rooms, in which their cabals are held, are com- 
pofed of fuch flippery materials that the leaft faux 
pas might endanger my Invifibility, if not my 
neck? I fhould be more frequently with the mi- 
litary gentlemen, but that they are fo apt to draw 
their fwords without occafion,. that while they 
think they are fencing in the air, they migbt chance 
to cut my Belt afunder j. — and what a figure I 
fhould make, when one half of me was difcover'd^ 
and the other was concealed. I will not mention 
the confequence fuch a fight might produce in 
fome of them. 

But it would be of little importance to the Pub- 
lick to be told where I am not, unlcfs they alfo 
know where I am: — have patience then, g;od 
people, and you {hall be fatisfied,. 

Sometimes* I ftep in at one or other of thofe 
gaming-houfes, which are above law, by b.ing un- 
der the protection of the great ; but I feldom &*y. 
long in any of them, as I can fee nothing there but 
what I have feen an hundred times before in thofe 
lcffer aflemblies of the fame kind,, that have been 
fo juftly put down by authority. 

Sometimes* I peep into the clofet of an antiqua- 
rian, where I find matter enough to excite both my 
pity and contempt. What greater inftance can 
we have of the depravity of human nature than in 
a rich curmudgeon, who, while he grumbles t3 
allow his family neceflary food, chearfully unties 
his bags and pours out fifty, or- it may be an hun- 
dred guineas, for the purchafe of a bit of old cop- 
per,,— only, becaufe a fellow of more wit than 
honefty tells him it was found under the ruins of 
an ancient wall, where it had been buried ever fince 
the time of Juliu3 Caefar or Stverus, 

B 6 ^-x^- 
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Sometimes too I amufe myfelf with turning ovef 
the collection of a virtuofo, where I am always 
filled with the utmoft aftonifhment, at finding Aims 
fufficient to endow an hofpital lavifhed in. the pur- 
chafe of wings of butterflies, — the (hells of fifhes, 
— dried reptiles, — the paw of forne exotic animal, 
and fuch like baubles, neither pleafing in their 
profpefts, nor ufeful in their natures. 

Sometimes I make one a,t the levee of a rich 
heir, juft arrived from his travels to the poffeifion of 
an overgrown eftate; where I cannot help tremb- 
ling for the future fate of the poor youth, on fee- 
ing him befieged with a crowd of marriage- brokers, 
« — pleafure-brokers, — exchange-brokers, — lawyers, 
gamefters, — French taylors, — Drefdcn milliners, 
petitioning harlots, — congratulating poets; in 
fine, with iharpers, flatterers, and fycophants of ' 
every kind. 

Sometimes I mingle in the route of a woman of 
quality — fee who wins, — who lofes at play,- and 
in what manner ladies are frequently obliged to 
pay their debts of honour. 

When I have nothing better to employ my time,, 
I loiter away fome hours in St.* James's Park, Ken- 
fington-gardens, or at Vaux-hall, Ranelagh, and 
Maryrle-bon, and am often witnefs of fome fcencs 
exciting prefent mirth and future reflection. 

But my chief delight is in the drawing-rooms of 
fome celebrated toafts, whence I often fteal into 
their bed-chambers ; but don't be frighted, ladies, I 
never carry my infpections farther than the ruelle. 

Theft 
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Thefe are fomc few particulars of the tour I 
have made ; < — to give the whole detail would be 
too tedious. — I {hall therefore only fay, that where- 
ever 1 am found, I fhall always be 'found a lover 
of morality, and no enemy to religion, or any of 
its worthy profeflors, of what fed or denomina- 
tion foever. 

And now, reader, having let thee into the fecrct • 
of my hiftory, as far as it is convenient for me to 
reveal, I (hall leave thee to enjoy the advantage of 
thofe difcoveries my Invifibility enabled me to make,. 

CHAP. II. 

Contains fome premifes very necejfary to Ve obfet ved If 
every reader ; and alfo an account of the author's 
firft InviftbU V'tfit. 

IT was in the beginning of that feafon of ths 
year which affords moft food for an enquiring 
mind, that I had got all things in order to fally 
forth on my Invifible Progreffions ; — the auguft re- 
prefentatives of the whole body of the people were 
juft ready to aflemble ; — the expounders of the 
Jaw were hurrying to Weft minder- hall, and thofe 
of the gofpel to pay their compliments at St. 
James's ;— the fhips of war were moftly moored, 
and their gallant commanders had quitted the rough 
athletic toil for the fort charms of eafe and luxury; 
— the land heroes, who having no employment tor 
their fwords, had pafled their days in rural fports, 
now hunted after a different fort of game at the 
theatres and mafquerades ; — frequent confultations 
were held at the toilets of the \adks > on vivj* ^sA. 
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means to outfliine each other in the circle ; formed 
amours were now revived, and even new onea^ 
every <* ay commenced: — madam Intelligence, with, 
her thoufand and ten thoufand emiffaries, all loaded 
with reports, feme trut, fome falfe, flew fwiftly 
through each quarter of this great metropolis ; and 
had every pore of every human body been an ear*- 
they all might have been fully gratified. 

Befides the gratification of a darling pafEon, I 
had another, and much more juftifiablereafon for 
the value I fet upon the legacy of my departed 

friend 5 which ,is this, 1 have it iry my power to 

pluck off the malk of hypocrify-from the feeming 
faint; — to^expofe vice and felly .in ".all their va* 
rious modes and attitudes ; to ftrip a bad action of 
all the fpecious pretences made to conceal or pal- 
liate it, and fhew it in its native uglinefs; At 
the fame time; I have alfo the means torefcue in- 
jured innocence from the cruel attacks begun by 
envy and fcandal, and propagated by* prejudice and* 
ill-nature. In a word, I am enabled, by this<pre- 
cious gift, to fet. both things and perfons in their: 
proper colours ; and not in fuch as, either through • 
malice or partial favour, they are frequently made 
to appear. . 

I flboald be forry, however, if any thing I have 
faid fhould give the reader occafion to imagine I 
am going to prefent him with a book of fcandal; - 
•—no ; the fecrets of families, and characters of 
perfons, (hall be always lacred with me;. I (hall 
give no man the opportunity of indulging a mali- 
cious pleafure of laughing at his neighbour's faults : 
—-my aim in this work is not to ridicule, ..but re- 
form. I would touch the hearts, not call a blufh 
upon the. face ; . and as few people have errors 
/o peculiar to themfekes, as there are not many 
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guilty of the like, if the offender keeps his own- 
counfel, he may very well pafs undiftinguUhed. 
among the crowd of others equally culpable, 

Verramond'is jiiftly accounted one of the mod 
accomplilhed gentlemen of the prefent age ; — the 
gracefulnefs of his perfon* — the engaging; manner? 
of his converfation, — his fine addrels and uncom- 
mon capacity, make his company deftred by the 
young and gay. partof the world $ as his great learn- 
ing and perfeft knowledge of men-and things ren* 
der him the oracle of the more grave and ferious : • 
I had frequently the honour of meeting hinv at fe- 
vera] places where I vifited, and found nothing in 
him which could in the Jeaft contradict thoie high, 
ideas fame had given me of him.. 

It was therefore natural for me* to take the ad* 
vantage of my Gift of Invifibility, in order to view 
this great perfon in his moft retired -moments ;— 
I mean, when he was alone, and divefted of all 
thofe modes and ceremonies, which often difguifc 
the real man j and (hew btm to the Public far. dif- 
ferent from what'he is.. 

Accordingly, the firfiV vific I made inr mj Belt, , 
was at. his houfe : I fltpt in as foon as I law the 
door opened,— went up flairs, and patted through < 
feveral rooms 'till I came to that where he was fit- 
ting;— I found him with a book in his hand,, on 
which he feemed very intent; I doubted not but 
it was a treatife of philofophy, or fome other piece 
of learning or wit, futtable to the capacity of fo » 
great a genius ; but how much was I furprifed^ 
when, looking over* his fhoulder, I perceived it 
was Hoyle's method of playing the Game of Whift ! 
— He appeared more than ordinarily taken up 
with one page, for he read it wet thrct ov ta&v 
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times, then ftarted up from bis chair, and throwing: 
the book from him in a rage, — 4 Curfe on this 

* fluff, cry'd he, it is good for nothing but to 

* teach a man how to undo himfelf with more art,* 
After walking for fome minutes backwards and 
forwards in the room, with a difordered motion, he 
flung himfelf into his chair, and fell into a profound 
refverie, in which I knew not how long he might; 
have continued,, if he had not been roufed from it* 
by the approach of a perfon, who I prefently found* 
was his ft e ward.. 

The bufinefs on which this man cameihto the- 
room was no way pleafing to Verramond ; but be- 
caufe I would avoid the troublefome repetitions of r 

—-faidhe 9 — and reply' d be y and refuirid the 

other y and fuch like introductions to every fpeech^ 
I {hall prefent all- thofe dialogues,, which are pro- 
per to be communicated to the Public, in the fame 
manner as- in the printed copies of theatrical per- 
formances. 

Steward. c My lord, tfie feveral tradefmen, whom. 
c your Jordfhip order'd to come this morning, are 

* below, and wait your lordfhip's commands. 
Vcrramond* c I have no commands for them at 

« prefent, fo fend them away. 

Steward. < Shall I bid them attend your lord- 

* fhip to-morrow ? 

Verramond. ' Aye,. to morrow fix mocths if 

* you will ; for I ftull fcarce have any bufinefs 
« with them before. 

Steward ' My lord, I told them they fhould all 
« be paid off this rooming.— What excufe can 
4 I make to them for fuch a difappointment ? 

Verramond. c E'en what you will ; — if you can 
« invent nothing better, you may tell them that you 
* Jy'd when you made^that promife in my name. 

Steward, 
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Steward. 4 Your lordfhip knows it was by your 
c own order I made them that promife ; and that 

* you fent me into the city yefterday for money, 
' which J doubted not but was to make good what 

* I had told them : — if your lordfhip pleafes to 

* confider, it is now a long time fince they brought 
' in their bills, and they have had a great deal of 

* patience. 

Verranumd. c Rot their patience. — Do you 
€ think to make a merit to me of their patience ? 
c — Go, I fay, fend them away, and let me hear 

* no more of them.' 

The tone in which Verramond uttered thefe 
words was fo auftere, that the honeft domeit ic had 
not courage to reply, but left the room immediate- 
ly, probably to receive no fofter treatment below 
from thofe he was compelled to difappoiitt, than 
he had juft met with above for attempting to in* 
tercede in their behalf. 

Lord Macra was prefendy after introduced ;-s» 
the late fullennefs of Verramond feem'd now en- 
tirely diffipated ; — whatever was in his heart his 
countenance wore only fmiles, and he ran to re- 
ceive him with open arms, and all the teftimonies of 
the molt perfect fatisfa&ion ; — and yet, as I foon 
found by the difcourfe they had together, this very 
Macro, the night before, had won of him at play 
fifteen hundred pounds, which was the fum he had 
fet apart for the payment of his creditors. — Their 
converfation turning wholly upon gaming, a fub- 
jecl neither entertaining nor improving, I fliall give 
my readers no more than a bare fpecimen of it. 

Lord Macro, ' My dear Verramond, I could 
not be eafy till I faw you this morning. — I thought 
you Jeft the company foraewhat abruptV] \a& *\g\\* 
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** and was afraid your ill luck had given you fbmcr 

* chagrin. 

Verrammd. « Not in theleaft,-my dear Macro,* 

* — I never think any thing loft that a friend 
•' gains ; but I remembered that I had fome letters 

* to write, otherwife would have ftaid and trufted 

* fortune with a brace or two of hundreds farther. 
Lord Macro. c As- it is an honour to get thfc 

c better of your Ibrdfhip- in-any thing, fo it will: 
c be no difgrace to be overcome by a pcrfon of 

* fuch fuperior abilities $• therefore I am ready to- 

* give you your revenge when you*think.fit» 
Verramond. « Nay, as for that, Macro, it muft 

f* be conftfledf you know that game better than I.' 

Here followed a long fucceflionof mutual com* 
pliments on each other's (kill in- play, of which 
growing heartily tired \ I was beginning to think 
of leaving the place, and fhould havecfonefo, if 
the appearance of the fteward a fecond time had 
not made me expedt fome change in the ffrcne ; — »• 
his errand, and the fuccefs it mefrwijji, will not. 
perhaps appear fo extraordinary to thofe unac- 
quainted with the tnodifh way of thinking, as it then- 
did to^ine* ■ * 

Steward. € Farmer Hobfon is below, my lord:; 
f — the poor man has rode hard all night, on pur- 
*■ pofe to reach town this morning, and lay his mi- 

* ferable condition before your lordfhip, 

Verramond. « Pifh* what have I to do with his 

* condition I 

Steward t * He fays, my lord, that his crop 

* prov'd fo bad laft year, that he had fcarce where- 
*■ with to ftock the ground j — that Mr. Hard- 
€ meat, your lordfhip's fteward in the country, is 
** very fenfible of his misfortunes j yet, tho* there 

**are but Ave quarters due,- threatens to turn him 
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* out of the farm next week ; — he therefor* 

* humbly hopes your lordfhip will take companion- 

* on him, as he has fix fmall children, and his wife 

* now lying* in of the feventr*. 

Verramond..* What bufinefs have fuch fellows- 

* to get children ?•— Does he expc<ft my. rent {hall- 
« go for the maintenance of his brats ? 

Stewards « He begs your- lordfhip to confider* 
*- that forthefe eleven years he has rented the farm,, 
4 he has always paid your lordfhip honeftly, and 
*• does not doubt, through- Providence, but to do 

* fo.ftill, if your lordfhip is pleafed to have pa* 
** tience till next harveft is over, and not ruin hia» 

* at once. 

Verramond. « Let me hear no more of this ft uflv 
€ — I leave all to Mr. Haidmeat; he knows what. 

* he has to do, and I will give rayfclf no trouble 

* about it.? 

The fteward, with whofe good-nature I was irf* 
finitely charm'd, had his mouth open to urge fo me- 
thing farther in behalf of the diftrefs'd farmer, but 
was prevented by a fervarrt that inftant coming in 
and prefenting a-letter to Verramond, who men 
bid him go down and tell the unhappy fupplicant* 
lie might return home, for there was no anfwer to 
be given to his complaint. 

Verramond would not open the letterhe had jiift 
received 'till he knew who fent it ; but on his 
footman's informinghim it came from Mr. Gamble, 
he haftily broke the feal, and found the contents as* 
follows : 

c My ever honour'd lord, 
€ I Happen'd to be engag'd laft night at a hottfe 

* where the conftable with his pofle made * 

* forcible entrance, .dcmolilhed our Ub\«a,^uUc«fc» 
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« *of the company to flight, "and feized the reft ; I 

* was unluckily one of the laft clafs, and committed 

* to durance vile, as Hudibras fays, as your lord- 

* fliip will perceive by the date hereof. 

* A perfon here has undertaken, for a fee of five 

* guineas, to procure my immediate difcharge, and 
c 1 do not doubt by the method he propofes but 
c he is able to do it. — I am not, however, at 
c prefent, matter of as many fhillings, nor can any 

* way raife the money he demands, having beenu 

* obliged the day before this accident befell me, to. 
.* leave my watch, linen, and beft apparel, at Mr. 
« Grub's, in truft for a fmall fum required of me- 
« by the pariih-ofHcers,. on account of a baftard 

4 child, which a wench of the town has done me 
4 the honour to fwear I am. the father of. 

* All my hopes, therefore, of getting out of 
c limbo are in your lordfljip's generofity, which if. 
c you vouchfafe to grant me this one more proo£r 
f of, I fhall, if poflible, be more than ever, 

« Witji the moft profound, duty, y 

* Dear patron, 

Bridewell*. * Your devoted vaflal, 

«- Richard Gamble*. 

c P. S. I had forgot to acquaint your lordfi*ip». 
« that I fhall have need of more than the above- 

* mentioned fum for difcharging the fees of this 
« curfed hole, without the payment of which I 

* cannot be releafed J 

Verramond hefitated not a moment to comply 
with this requeft, nor even whether he fhould ex- 
ceed what was defired of him : — he drew out his 
purfe, put ten guineas into the footman's hands, v 
Mad ordered him to run dire&ly to Bridewell •, — 
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-carry that money to Mr. Gamble, with his com- 
pliments, and let htm know he (hould be glad te 
fee him as foon as he had recovered his liberty. 

Who will fay now that Verramond is not liberal? 
-— but alas, — how ill placed an a£t of benevolence 
'was this ! — Was it not rather caprice than true 
charity, which induced him to beftow this mo- 
ney to fave a common (harper from the puniih- 
Tnent he juilly merited $ yet at the fame time re* 
fufe an honeft induftrious tenant a fmall refpite of 
.payment, tho' to preferve him and his poor family 
from deftru&ion ? — But Gamble was a neceflary 
perfon at a gaming-table ; — he was of importance 
to his pleafure that way, and the farmer being 
only regarded for the rent he paid, when deficient 
in that muft be thrown out like a piece of ufeleft 
lumber, and his place occupied by fome one who 
promifcd to be of greater utility. 

Yet do I not think fuch a conduit is always to 
^e afcribed to the fault of nature. — Verramond 
<has certainly the feeds of virtue and honour in his ' 
foul ; but they ait ftiffocated and choaked up by 
his "immoderate love of play : — Strange is it, that 
•a man, capable of thinking fo juftly, will not be at 
the pains of thinking at all, but futter himfelf to be 
fwayed, by a darling propenfity to a&ion*, which, 
if he once refle&ed upon, he would be fo far from 
erpetrating, that he would defpife the very temp- 
tation of being guilty of. 
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C H A P. III. 

Prefents the reader with fome pqffages which canndt 
jail of entertaining thofe nof interejled in tbem 9 
wndmay be ofi/ervicr^o'tboje who are. 

AMONG the-nirmerous troops of *8riti(h toafts* 
there are few who 4hine with more diftia- 
.guiflied J u ft re fn all public places, than the beauti- 
ful Marcella. Befides an exa<5t fymmetry of features, 
a moft delicate complexion and a fine-turned 
fhape, there is fomething peculiarly enchanting in 
her air and mien : I never fee her without being 
reminded of the celebrated defcriptioriMilton gives 
of JEve in her ftate of innocence : 

Grace is in all her fteps, heav'n in Tier eye, 
In ev'ry gefture dignity and love. 

. Uhe was married very young to Celadon,— - and 
though neither of their hearts had been confulted in 
the match, yet they had the reputation of living 
well .together ^ — they behaved to each other with 
the greateft complanance in public, and if any 
caufe of difcontent ever happened between them, 
both had the d Mere t ion to keep it extremely pri- 
vate. 

I could not, therefore, exped to make any ex- 
traordinary difcoveries in this family ; — the door, 
however, happening to be open one day as I paKs'd 
by, I ftepp'd in without any previous defign, and, 
now I did {o f was rather excited by curiofity of 
feeing fome fine pictures, which I had been told 
were in the houfe, than of prying into the beha- 
viour ofth* owners. 
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Uut it frequently falls out, that what w^leaft 
ieek we moft eafily find, and thofe things we ima- 
gine fartheft from us are in effeft the ncareft : — 
in paffing through the feveral rooms in this houfe I 
faw Marcella writing in her clofet, and never was 
I fo much amazed as now to find fo fair a form 
•harbour a mind capable of chelating thefe lines i 

To FlLLAMOUR^ 

* Deareft of your fex, 

* THANKS to the powers of love and liberty; 

* that hated bar to all my happinefs is removed 

* for a fhort time. Celadon is gone upon a party 

* of pleafure, and this night is entirely my own j 
4 if therefore no more agreeable engage- 

* ments detain you, come here bet v/een the hours 
c of twelve and one ; — — I (hall take care to 
« fend all the family to bed, except the faithful 
« Rachel, who fliall attend to admit you, on your 

* giving a gentle rap againft the {hutter of the par- 
« iour window next the door : let me know by 
« the bearer, whether I may expect you, — the/ 
•* it is a bleffing I fcarce doubt of, if any of that 
■J affection be fincere, as you have often vow'd to 

* The believing and palEonate 

.«. Marcella.* 

Having fcaled this billet, fhe caJPd her chamber- 
maid, and ordered her to fend ir^as diredled, by a 
trufty porter ; — then threw herfelf upon a couch, 
♦--took the novel of Silvia and Philander,— —read 
a littlein it,-— figh'd> and fcem'4 all diflblv'd in the 
jnoft tender languifliment, when her emiflary re- 
Curri'd, and brought this anfwer to her fummoiis : 



To 



±% THE INVISIBLE SPY* 

. Grizelda came to the door juft as I did, fo I 
flipped in behind, and followed her up flairs, where 
jftie was received by Lamia with the greateft polite- 
iiefs and fliew of affection: — the card-table was 
called for, and the ladies fat oppofite to each other ; 
I placed myfelf at the end of the table, that being 
between them I might have jhe better opportu- 
nity of obferving what both did : — they were now 
very ferious and attentive to the bufinefs they were 
upon j ■ play'd, or rather cheated each other 

with great caution 5 for I foon perceived that it was 
in this latter part of the art of gaming that the 
excellence of either chiefly confifted. 

For a time each was fo taken up with her own 
petites fourberies as not to have leifure to obferve 
thofe pra&ifed by her adverfary ; at laftj how- 
ever, Lamia having retaken in a card {he had laid 
out, Grizelda perceived it, and accufed her of the 
change : — rage and difdain, on finding herfelf de- 
tected, made the cheeks of the other glow with a 
•deeper fcarlet than the carmine had given them 5 
2nd her eyes, even in defpite of age, fparkled with 
fires which love and youth had never power to fill 
thtm with : — ^ the other was no lefs enflamed j — . 
but their refentment will belt be (hewn in the ex* 
prdEons made ufe of by themfelves. 

Lamia. « I am furprifed you can fufpecT: me 

* guilty of fo mean a thing as cheating at cards ; — 

* lure you. cannot think I value the trifle we are 

* playing for. What is an hundred guineas to 

« de ? ■ ■ . I regard an hundred no more than a 
4 . pinch of fnufF. 

Grizelda. c Madam, I value an hundred guineas 
*.as liate-ais yourfclfj «■ ■ ■ but I hate to be im- 
1 pofed upon. 

Lamia, 
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Lamia. l What do you mean, madam ?— Do 

* you fay I have im poled upon you ? 

Grizelda. * I fay you would have done it 9 

* madam, if my eyes had not been quicker than 
c your hands. 

Lamia. * Madam, I fcorn your words ; and if 
c you were not in my own houfe fhouJJ tell you 

* that you lyed. 

Grizelda. * And if it were not in refpeA to your 
' age, madam, I mould tell you that you were a 
< bafe- woman, and had invited me hither only to 
c cheat me of my money. 

Lamia. * My age ! — good lack, — my age !— 
.* 1 leave the world to judge which of us two looks 

« the oldeft. I beg, madam, you will not de- 

« cei\ e yourfelf : it \s not your long falfe locks* 

« hanging dangling on each fide your face, that * 
« hide the wrinkles of it. 

Grizelda. * I wear no plumpers, madam : Do 
' you not remember, when one of yours dropt 

* out of your mouth at Lady Betty's drawing-room, 
c how all the company were frighted at you, and 
*■ cry'd out you had loit half your face ?' 

I ftarted on hearing this reproach of Grizelda,' 
being at that time utterly unacquainted with the 
meaning of it ; but as it is highly probable that a 
great many of my readers may be as ignorant in 
this point as myfelf then was, 1 (hall explain it by 
giving a direction of the ufe and preparation of 
plumpers, as I have fince. received it from the 
waiting- maid of a woman of diftin&ion. 

A fure way to help Lank Cheeks. 

* TAKE a piece of the fineft, cleaned fponge 

you can get 5 — cut out of it two fmail tuAfts*** 

« and ^place them between your cV\fce,V& ^w\ \st&t* 

' if you have any j if not, the gum* \n\\ fewxo 

C 2 w V^N 
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* keep them up 5 — on taking them out of your 
4 mouth going to bed, throw them into a tea- cup 

* of rofe or orange flower water, and let them foke 
« all night ; — this will not only cleanfe them froni 
« whatever impurities they may have happened to 
4 have received, but will alfo give a delegable fla- 

* vour to the breath. Probatum e/i. f 

Thefc ladies purfued their mutual altercations 
for a confiderable time, in a fafhion which the in- 
telligent reader may eafily conceive by the fample I 
have given ; — I fhall therefore only fay, that after 
having charged each other wiih all the vices and 
•foibles that either of them could think of, they at 
laft quarrelled themfelves into a reconciliation, — 
beg g'd each other's pardon, and went to play a fe- 
cond time; — then fell out again, and provocations 
on both fides being renewed, and reproaches ftill 
growing more piquant, Lamia tore the cards and 
threw them into the fire ; — Grizeida call'd for her 
chair, and left the houfe in a great fury ; — I gladly 
followed her out, being heartily fick of what 1 had 
feen between thefe fair, or rather unfair antagonists ; 
but had no opportunity of getting away before, as 
the door had never once been opejied. 

It was now near two hours paft midnight, and I 
found more fatisfa&ion in the thoughts of going to 
my repofe than in thofe difcoveries my Invifibility 
had entertained me with.- ■ I was making all the 
fpeed I could to my apartments for that purpofe, 
•—but fdte decreed it otherwife, and had contrived 
an accident which renew'd all my former curiofity : 
*— In my way home, I pafs-d^hro' the flreet where 
Maicelia lived 5 and the fight of her houfe bringing 
frefh into my mind what the morning had prelent- 
ed, I cou)d not keep myfelf from (lopping fhort to 
make fame zcifelitons oa the conduct <rf tivat fair 
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fallen angel. — * She is doubtlefs by this time in 
' the arms of her beloved Fillamour, faid I to my- 
c felf, and while revelling in thepleafures of a loofc 
€ inclination, forfeits all fenfe of honour, duty, 

* fame, and even what is owing to the merit of 
4 thofe charms nature has endowed her with ; — 

* and oh, — ftrange paradox of a vicious flame \ 

* renders herfelf cheap and contemptible in the 

« eyes of the very man whofe efteem fhe moft withe* 
4 to preferve.' 

How long I mould have remained in this reve- 
rie I know not, but I was rous'd from it by the 
fudden appearance of Celadon, who with a light 
carry 'd before him camehaftiry down the flreet and 
knocked at his own door :— «to fee him return at 
a time when 1 knew he was fo little expeded, made 
me not doubt but that he had received fome in for* 
mation of the injury done him, and came in order 
to detect and revenge himfelf on the guilty pair : 
— — I trembled forpoorMarcella; but what grounds 
I had to do fo, as well as the event of this night's 
tranfa&ion, muft be left to the next chapter. 

CHAP. IV. 

Concludes an adventure of a very.Jsngklar nature in its 
conjequence*. 

TH £ anxiety I was under to know what 
would become of poor Marcel la immediate- 
ly determined me to follow her hufband into the 

houfe. A man fervant not having obeyed his 

lady's commands in going to bed, having fomething 
or other wherewith to employ himielf in his-owni 
room, on hearing fomebody at the door* looked 
through the wiiidow, and. perodv'iu^ \V v*a& ^\* 

C £ TM&K* 
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matter, flew down ftairs, and gave him entrance 
on the fir it knock. 

Rachel, who had been ported centry in a back-' 
parlour, in order to watch the break of day; and' 
conduct Fillamour out of the houfe before any of' 
the family were ftirring, now came running out on' 
hearing the itreet-door opened ; but fcarce could' 
aji apparition have fpread a greater terror through 
her whole frame, than did the fight of Celadon at 
this jun&ure. 

Rachel. c Lord, fir, who could have thought your 

* honour would have come home to night ? ' 

Celadon, c I did not defign it indeed 5— but is 

* it fo ftrange a thing that a man fhould change 
4 his mind V 

In fpeaking this he was pacing on, but fhe threw 
herfelf between him and the foot of the ifoirs, and 
catching faft hold of the fleeve of his coat, pre- 
vented him from going up, with thefe words : 

Rachel. * Oh, dear fir, I beg you will not di- 

* fturb my lady ;— —fhe is gone to bed very mud* 

€ difcompofed ; pray be fo good as to ftep into 

€ the parlour, there is a gooJ fire, and I 

* will go and fee if fhe is awake, and tell, her you 
< are here.' 

Celadon. 4 My wife ill ! What is the matter 

* with her?' 

Rachel. 4 I do not know, fir, butfliewas feized 
1 .with a fort of a I can't tell the name of it^ 

* •-• indeed not I ; — but I believe it was lbme-( 
4 thing like a fit, — and fo, fir, fhe went to bed i 
€ but 1 will go and let her know you are come.' 

Celadon, * No, no, fhe may be aileep, anil 

* it would be* pity to awake her; therefore I'll 

4 xaka 
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€ take your advice, Mrs. Rachel, and fit a little ia 
4 the parlour. — Tom, do you go to bed j I (hall 

* not want any thing to-night.* 

The fellow did as he was commanded ; and I 
could eafily perceive, by Rachel's countenance,, 
that fhe was upon the wing to be gone too ; impa- 
tient,. I fuppofe, to apprize Marcel J a of what had 
happened, and affift her in contriving fome means 
for concealing her gallant ; — but whatever her 
thoughts were, Celadon had that moment got fome- 
thing in his head which efie&ually prevented any 
fchemes {he might otherwife have laid for fecuring 
the honour of her lady ; — Tom was no fooner 
gone, than Celadon took hold of both her hands and 
drew her gently into the parlour, with thefe words 1 

Celadon. * Come, Mrs. Rachel, if I am fo com- 

* plaifant to my wife's diforder as to refrain going 

* to bed to her, I think I may very well be al- 
c lowed the pleafure of your company, by way of 

* confolation. 

RacbiL 4 Oh, dear fir, what pleafure can yon 
c find in the company of fuch a one as I ? 

Celadon. 4 As much as I can wifh ; — come, fit 

* down,—: — nay, you fhall fit by me ; now we 

* are alone there is no occafion for all this dirt a nee 

* between us,— 1 have a great deal to fay to you j 
« — nothing fure was ever fo lucky as my coming 

* home to night ; — I like you, — I love you, — 

* and have long'd,.aImoft ever fince you came into 
4 the family, for an opportunity to tell you fo. 

Rachel * Lord, fir, how (trangely you talk to 
■*• one !— - 1 wifh your honour would let me go up 
•*• flairs to fee how my lady does. 

Celadon. * No, indeed, I fhall not fuffer you to 

* run away and leave me alone here ; if my wife 

* wants any thing fhe will ring her W\% — -Cotto^. 
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4 none of this coynefs j — let me tell you, child; 
4 too much referve in private with a, man who 

* loves you, and has it in his power to make your 

* fortune, is as unbecoming as too much famili- 

* arity Would be in public \ — you may depend upon 
4 it, whatever favours you beftow on. me fhail be 
4 returned with others no lefs agreeable to yourfelf. 
4 — I know very well how a perfon of my flation 
4 Ought to behave towards one of yours in thefc 
4 cajes, and (hall a£t accordingly.' 

Rachel made no reply to all this ; but hung down 
her head, and looked extremely filly. — Celadon, in- 
terpreting her filence as a half confent to his de- 
lires, began now to add kiffes and embraces to his 
/blicitations ; — the warmth with which he prefled 
her foon wrought the effeel: it was intended for, 
tho' I eafily perceived the moft prevailing argument 
he made uie of was taking out his purfe, and pour- 
ing twenty guineas into her lap. — The tranfport 
which fparkled in the eyeaof this mercenary crea- 
ture, on beholding the glittering bait, put me im- 
jmediateJy in mind of what Mr. Dryden makes 
Jupiter by in his play of Ampbytrion : 

When I made 
This gold, I made a greater god than Jove, 
And gave my own omnipotence away. 

But it is little to be wonder'd at, that a girl, fuch 
as this Rachel, fhould fall proftrate before that 
feigning idol of the world, who has for its votaries 
not only men of the greatest parts and abilities, 
but alfo too many among thofe who make the high- 

• eft profeflions of honour, probity, and virtue ; — 
nay, I am forry to fay, of religioCn : -—daily ex- 
perience, however, and a very fmall obfervation of 
the corruption of the prefent age, evinces this me- 

Jaacholy truth* 

So 
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So finding a fcene was likely, to en f tie, which it 
was not agreeable to my inclination, or any way 
proper that 1 fhould be witnefs of, I withdrew into 
an adjacent parlour, where folitude, darknefs, and 
the profound filence of every thing about me, con- 
tributed to promote the moft foiemn meditations. 
«— I remedied on the extreme folly, as well as 
wick dnefs, of giving way to an inordinate gratifi- 
cation of the fenfes, and the certain danger, and 
almoft certain infamy, which attends the doing fo ; 
- — - on this occafion feveral pafiages and accident* 
relating to many of my acquaintance occurr'd frefh 
to my mind : and when 1 remember how fome, 
who had been endowed by heaven and fortune with 
every requifite, excepting virtue, to complete their 
bappinefs, yet by the want of that alone had ex- 
poied themfelves to a condition the moft abjecl and 
contemptible to which a reafonable being can pof- 
fibly be reduced, I could not forbear crying out 
with the inimitable Cowley, 

All this world's noife appears to me,. 
But as a dull ill-a&ed comedy. 

While I was thus ruminating, and wondering 
within myfelf what would be the confequence of 
this night's tranfa&ion, I perceived through thecre- 
vice6 of the wi n do w-fh utters, that the day began to 
break, and prefently after heard a certain ru filing 
upon the flairs ; — it was occasioned by Marcel la and 
Fillamour, who, on finding Rachel did not come 
up as they expected, and the light was pretty far 
advancing, were creeping foftly down;-— the noife 
Marcella made in unfaftening the chain that went 
acrofs the flreet door, wak'd Celadon and Rachel, 
who it feems had both fallen afleep : the former, 
en hearing the noife, was running out of tt& ^\- 
lour to fc? what was the matter \ butta&YuX \p*- 
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vented him, by faying fhe was Cure it was only one 
erf" the footmen, who went out more early than or- 
dinary to the liable : — this excufe might have 
folved all, if Marcellaherfelfhad not unluckily beer* 
her own betrayer. — ~ That lady, incenfed beyond 
meafure, pufhed open the door of the room where 
Rachel was ordered to attend, beginning to upbraid 
before ftie faw her.. 

Marcella. « So, minx, — you have ferved rhe 
*■ finely ; — it is almoft broad day. — I have 

* knocked the heel of my ffioe almoft off, for I 

* would not ring for fear of alarming the family j 

* — I fuppofe you have been afleep : — - this it is 

* to place any dependance on fervants. 

Celadon, on hearing his wife's voice before fh» 
entered, had ftepp'd behind a fcreen, either fuf- 
pefting fomething of the truth, or becaufe he was 
unwilling to be furprized with Rachel at that hour ; 
and Rachel, doubly confounded between her lady's 
reproaches, and the knowledge who was wit- 
nefs of them, was utterly unable to fpeak one 
word for fome time, but (hook her head,— -wink'd, 
and pointed to the fcreen, thinking, by thofe fig- 
niiicant geftures, to prevent Marcel la from faying 
any thing farther ; 'till finding fhew as again open- 
ing her mouth, (he recovered herfelf enough to 
cry out i 

Rachel. c Lord, madam,— do not fland talking. 

* here, you will certainly get cold, and make your- 

* felf worfe;-— confider you are half naked ; — 

*. P ra y 8° ta bed a g a i n » 
. Marcelh. « What does the wench mean ? But 

* I fuppofe ycu have been at the ratafia bottle, and 

* iiupified jourfeJf, according to cuftom. Well, 

4 'lis your own lofs $ for 1 date, Iwsax ¥'\\Urcvovu: „ 
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* would have given you no lefs a prcfent than five 

* guineas for your diligence, if you had come up.- 
•- as you ought to have done ; — - 'tis now quite 

* light in the ftreet, and a thoufand to one but 

* fome of the neighbours may have fecn him gp« 
«- out.* 

Celadon coming forward. c So, madam, I find' 
t% you have been diverting yourielf, and Fillamour 

* is the man to whom I am obliged forgiving you- 

* confolation in my abfence/ 

That perfon muft know very little of nature*, 
who does not eafily conceive what Marcella felt 
at fo fhocking a juncture ; — furprife, fhame, and 
vexation for having thus foolifhly expofed her guilt, 
quite overwhelmed her heart; — £he gave a great* 
fhriek, and funk, half- fainting, into a chair. — 
Rachel ran to her affiftance, and at the fame time 
willing to retrieve, if pofiible, told Celadon that he 
muft not take any notice of her lady's words 5 — 
that (he went very ill to bed ; — that flie was de- 
lirious, and knew not whatfhe faid.. This, how- 
ever, had no effe&uponhim;-- -he was too well con- 
vinced of the injury which had been done him, and 
loaded his tranfgreffing wife with every invective 
that a hufband, in his circumftanees, could invent. . 

But certainly it is impoffible for any woman to • 
behave with greater courage and refolution than 
Marcella now did $ — {he prefently regained her 
Spirits j and after having made Rachel leave the 
room, a moment's reflection ferved her to reply to 
the reproaches made her by her hufband in thefe; 
terms : 

Marcella: * Well, fir, I confefs appearances axi 
« a^ainft me } nor do I wonder at, not W\\\ ufe«x* 
f-ihea/ptrity of your treatment \ — \W suKvVi *A 
C 6 *■ * *o 
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no real crime, my vanity has led me into a folly 
which merits all you have faid to me. — I have 
not, in fa£fc, difhonoured either niyfelf or you ; 
and my behaviour, this night, has only mortified 
the pride and arrogance of a man who would 
have rival'dyou in my efteem and affection. * 
Celaden. k Excellent, f faith, — beyond imagi- 
nation : — I have been told, indeed, that a wo- 
man need but look down upon her apron-firing 
to find an excufe for the moft enormous crime 
(he can be guilty of ; but this of yours is fuch a 
one as cannot fail of giving a good deal of diver- 
ton in a court of judicature ; tho' I fcarce think, 
it will fave either Fillamour's eftate from the pe- 
nalty the law inflicls on an attempt to baftardize 
an honourable family, or his throat from the 
juftice of my fword.' 

The boldnefs of Marcella was not to be aw'd 
by thefe menaces : - r - fhe found he had too much 
Vinderftanding to be impofed upon by the fh allow 
artifice fhe had made ufe of; that he now heartily 
tlefpifed her, and that fhe had no, longer any mea- 
sures to pieferve with him ; — therefore, collect- 
ing all the courage fhe was miftrefs of, fhe threw 
her eyes upon him with a contempt equal to that 
with which he looked upon her, and made him this 
reply : 

Marcella. « 'Tis mighty well, fir, — - you are 

* at your liberty to make ufe of all the weapons 

* in your power for revenge ; but I would have 

* you lemember, that whether Fillamour cuts 
your thioat, or you cut his, and are hang'd for 
it, the matter will be cf little importance to me ; 
--- and as for a court of judicature, I believe you 
will find it very difhcult to make good any ac- 

cu&tions you may exhibit ag&vnft me there : — 

* TO 



< 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 37 

* 110 one ever faw me in bed with Fill amour, much 

* lefs can prove any criminal converfation between 

* us, Co that the ridicule would turn wholly upon 
c yourfelf ; and perhaps provoke me, as 1 have had 
4 no child by you, to bring in a bill of impotent y ; 

* in which cafe I fhould have all my fortune re- 

* turned ; a thing your prefent c i re um fiances 

' would not very weJl bear, as Come part of your 

* eftate is already mortgaged.' 

To all this Celadon was able to make no other 
reply, than that he ftood amazed at her audacity ; 
— that he found (he was abandoned to all fenfe of 
fhame ; that fhe was a monfter of impudence, and 
fuch like ; at which ihe feemed not in the le^fk 
moved, but proceeded to rcsfon with him in the 
fame determined fafhion ihe had begun. 

Maralla. * Look you, Celadon, all the fury 

* you can be poueffed of- will remedy nothing : — 

* let us argue like rational creatures : — whatever 

* opinion we may have of each other, the only 

* way to prefervc either of our characters is to 

* live well together in the eyes of the world ; — 

* I tell you that I am innocent, and it is for your 
' eafe and intereft, as well as mine, that you (hould 

* believe I am fo ; which if you do, I faithfully 

* promife to regulate my conduct in fuch a man- 
c ner as to bring no difreputation on myfelf, or 

* difhonour to you ; — but if you fly into ex- 
' tremes, you will oblige me to do the fame ; and 

* what but our mutual infamy and deftru&ion can 

* be the end of fuch a conteft ? I leave you to 

* confider on what I have faid, and wait your 
4 cooler moments for an anfwer/ 

With thefe words fhe went jiaftily out o{ ^<* 
room; — Celadon offered aotto AttiuvVtx., Wx 
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continued walking backwards and forwards, tefll^ 
fying, by feveral difordered geftures, the inward 
agitations of his mind. — After fome moments- 
paffed in the filent expre&ons of his rage, he called 
to the ftrvants, moftofwhom were now (Hiring, . 
to get a bed prepared for him in another chamber ;. 
but I am of opinion, that when he retired thither, 
it was kfs to fleep than to reflect how it would beft 
become him to behave under the (hocking circum- 
(lance he was now involved in. 

Finding no farther difcoveries were likely to b« 
made at this time, I left the houfe on the firft open- 
ing of the ftreet-door, and returned home ; where r . 
fatigued as I was for want of reft, the aftonifli- 
merit I was in at the behaviour of Marcella would 
not fuffer the kaft dumber to clofe my eyes. 

For fome days I was extremely- impatient to * 
know the refult of this affair ; but hearing no talk 
of it about town, began to conclude that the wife's 
arguments had prevailed, and the hufband had fub- 
mitted his refentment to his convenience : I foori: 
found I was not deceived in my conjectures ; for 
in lefs than a week I faw Celadon and Marcella 
taking the air together in their own coach, with, 
the fame appearance of ferenity in both their coun- 
tenances, as if nothing of the adventure I have: 
been relating had ever happened.. 
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CHAP, V, 

Shews, that though a remijfnefs of care in the fring- 
ing up of children can fear ce fail of being attend" 
ed with very bad confequences ; yet, that an over- 
*xa8 circumfpeftion in\ minute things may fonu- 
times prove equally pernicious to their future weir 
fare. 

VARIOUS were the reports concerning 
Alinda, both while (he was alive and after 
her deceafe 5 but all the world could fay with any 
certainty, either of her affairs or condu&, might 
be comprized in the following articles : 

That flife was the only child of a very eminent 
and wealthy merchant in the cityf who, on the 
death of his wife, left off bufinefs ; and having pur- 
chafed an eftate of near a thoufand pounds a year 
in the country, retired thither to pafs the remainder 
of his days, taking Alinda with him, at that time 
about ten years of age.. 

That through fome peculiarities in his temper, 
fee was educated in a very odd faihion, — fecluded 
from all converfation with the neighbouring gen* 
try, and fcarce fuffered to fpeak to any one out of. 
their own family. 

That after his death, which happened in her fe-. 
venteenth year, fhe returned, with the confent of 
her guardians, to London*— lived jn a manner fuit- 
able to her fortune, and had many advantageous 
offers of marriage ; all which (he rejected without 
giving any reafon for doing, fo. 
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That at one-and- twenty fhe fell into a wafting 
diforder, which was/judged to proceed rather from 
fome inward grief preying upon her fpirits, than 

from any diftemper of the,body : It baffled, 

however, all the (kill of the phyficians* and fhe 
expired after a tedfous languifhment of nfar three 
years, leaving th« pofleffion of her eftate to a ne- 
phew of her father's, who wa.s the next of kin. 

All thefe things, I fay, were public, — but as 
to the motive which made her avoid liftening to 
any propofals for changing her condition, or the 
caufe of that melancholy which brought on her 
^ death, every one fpoke of them as they thought 
proper, and according as the difpofitions of their 
own hearts inclined them to judge. 

Pew, however, were charitable enough to put 
the beft cdnftrtu&ion on her conduct ; — fome (aid 
fhe was a man-hater: — others, that loving the 
fex too well, {he could not think of entering into 
a ftate which muft confine her to one alone : — 
thofe who entertained the moft favourable opinion 
imagined fhe had unhappily engaged her heart 
where there was no poffibility of a return : — this, 
laft copje&ttre feemed indeed moft probable, and : 
gained ground after fhe fell into that heavy languor 
which excluded her from all thofe pleafures fhe had 
been accuftomed to partake, and at length de- 
prived her of life 5 — but all this, to make ufc of 
the vulgar adage, was fpcaking without book ;~ 
my gift of Invilibility gave me alone the means of 
penetrating into the myftery* 

As I had been acquainted with her, and vifited her 

while fhe continued to fee company, I frequently. 

lent, or called to enquire after her health : — one 

ctoy when I did fo } a fervantbelong^n^to Yro Vl\wC- 

xaaxv 
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man and heir at law, came to the door at the fame 
time, and we both received for anfwer, that fhc 
expired the night before. 

The fellow ran dire&ly to inform his matter, to 
whom thefe tidings would probably be not unwel- 
come ; and I went home, clapp'd on my Belt of 
Invifibilicy, and returned in a fhort time to the 
houfe of Alinda :-— the reader will perhaps won- 
der for what reafon, and it is not fit I ftould keep 
hirn in ignorance. v 

There was a clergyman lived in the houfe with 
her, and performed the office of a chaplain : — he 
was a perfon of whom her father having conceived 
a high opinion, had taken into his family, and fet 
over her in the manner of a preceptor, and he had 
ever fince continued with her : I had feveral times 
dined with him at her table, and perceived he pro- 
fefied an extraordinary fan&ity, and the extremeft 
jregard for the welfare of his fair pat rone fs ; ---and 
this it was- that made me defirous of feeing in what 
manner he would behave upon her death. 

I expected to have found him either in his own 
chamber bewailing the early fate of fo beneficent a 
friend„ or fitting by her corpfe religioufly moraliz- 
ing on the (hadowy happinefs of this tranfitory 
world ; but after feeking him in vain, in thefe and 
feveral other rooms, at laft I di fcovered him in * 
clofet, where I knew fhe repofited her things of 
greateft value ; — he was bufily employed in rum- 
maging her bureau, from the little cell of which I 
faw him convey, as near as I could guefs, between 
two and three hundred pieces of gold, and feveral 
bank bills to a much greater amount : — he then 
pulled out a drawer, which contain'd her jewels :— 
lie firfl took up ofte^— then another »*-furveyed 
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them with a greedy eye, but laid them down again, 
and (hut the drawer ; but after a moment's paufe, 
opened it a fccond time, and took out a ring fet 
round with large brilliants. — * I may keep this, 

* cry'd he 5 it will fcarce be mifs'd ; or if it 

4 be, I can pretend flie made me a prefent of it 
1 in her life-time, and nobody will fufpedt the 

* contrary.' Here he gave over his fearch, 

lock'd the bureau, put the key into his pocket* 
and went into his own room. 

It would be hard for me to determine, whether 
aftonifhment or indignation was moft predominant 
in meat this fight : — I wifhed never to have be- 
held it, or that I had been at liberty to pluck the 
facred robe from off the back of that vile prcphaner 
of his order : — — I was going away with a mind 
more troubled than I can well, exprefs, when one 
of Alinda's maids came running into the room with 
a feal'd packet in her hand, and deliver'd it to this 
tdifciple of Judas Ifcariot, telling him at the lame 
time,, that it had been found tinder her miflrefs's 
pillow juft after her death ; but that {he had forgot 
in the hurry to bring it to him before. 

He reply'd, with an affe&ed indifference, that 
it was very well ; — that he would look over the 
papers, and take care that whatever injunctions 

they contain'd fliould be fulfilled ; and with. 

thefe words difmifsM her. 

The fuperfcription on the cover of this packet 
was to a lady with whom Alinda had been extreme- 
ly intimate, but had not feen for a confiderable 
time, fhe being excluded, as well as the reft of her 
acquaintance, after fhe fell into that deep melan- 
choly which ended her days : — - the prieft imme- 
SJate)y broke the fea), and found a little letter to 
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he above-rnention'd lady, — the contents whereof 
were as follow. : 

• Dear Madam, 
c That I have not feen you fo long has not 

* been owing to want of friendfhip, but to a refo- 

* lution of depriving myfclfof every thing that was 

* agreeable to me in life ; and that I do not now, 
4 - in thefe laft moments of my life, ask to fee you, 

* is only becaufe I would not tax your pity with 

* the fight of fo fad an obje& : — - 1 am blafted, my 

* deal* friend-; witherM • in my bloom, and fcarce 
4 the fhadow of what 1 was: the enclofed me- 
4 moirs will inform you of the cruel caufe, which 

* I intreat you will publifli to the world after my 
% deceafe: — - the fliocking tale may perhaps be a 

* ferviceable warning to fome parents, as well as 

* children ; — I have given my coufin ***** 

* orders concerning fome things 1 would have done, 

* among the number of which is, that he will 
4 pfefent. you with niy hoop diamond ring : — I 

* beg you will accept and wear it in remembrance 
•of 

* Your dying friend, 

4 AlInda/ 

He flarted, — bent his brows, turn'd pale and 
red by turns, and feem'd in great confufion while 
looking over this little epiftle $ but all his emotions 
lvere very much increafed on-examining the papers 
that accompanied it : — /till as he read he tore the 
leaves afunder, and threw them on the fire, which 
happening not to burn very fiercely, I was quick 
enough to fnatch from the intended devaftatior*; 
and- convey into my pocket, while he was taken up 
with the remaining pages, and thought himfelf fe- 
cure by the tale of his mifdeeds being extinil in 
all -devouring flames. 
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He had but juft finitfi'd, when a fervant came 
running into the room, and told. him that Mr. 
***** was below, and having been informed that 
Alinda's keys had been deliver'd to him, demanded 
to fpeak with him immediately : — on this the art- 
ful hypocrite compofed his countenance, drew every 
feature into the attitude of folemn fadnefs, and 
hojcjing a white handkerchief to his eyes, went 
down to a& the part he thought would beft become 
him before the; kinfman of Alinda; 

? I foUow'<J clofc at his heels into the parlour, 
where Mr. ***** and two other perfons waited 
for him. :--r- his began, with well-diflembled grief* 
to expatiate on the lofs the world had in fo excel- 
lent a lady as Alinda ; and failed not, in his ha- 
*angue> artfully to intermix forae praifes on him- 
felf, for the good principles his precepts had in* 
grafted on her mind. 

Mr. ***** feemed to take little notice of all 
fee faid on this, ojccafipn, and ore vented him from 
going fo far as perhaps he otnerwife would have 
done, by telling hiiTl, in a»very grave and referv'd 
tone, that he was in great hafte at pre fen t :— that 
he came thither only to give the neceffary orders 
concerning his coufin's funeral ; and that till the 
melancholy ceremony was over, he (hould put a 
friend in poffeffion of the houfe, and whatever ef- 
fects it contain'd ; therefore expe£red the keys of 
■£very thing fliould be immediately deliver'd. 

To thw the parfon reply'd, — that he had got 
thern into bis hands with no other view than to fe- 
cure them for him, who had the undoubted right 
to all which his dear.benefa&refs had been miftrefs 
pf : — c For indeed, continued he, I apprehended 
4 fome foul play might have been attempted, as 

4 at 
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c at the hour of her deceafe (he had none but fer- 

* vants about her, fome-of whom had been too 

* lately taken into the famity to have given any 

* great proofs of their integrity.' 

After this they went thro* every room, examin- 
ing what was to be found ; all which fcrutiny, as 
yet, afforded the heir no reafon for complaint : 
—-on opening the above-mentioned bureau, and 
looking over Alinda's jewels, he mifs'd not the 
ring he had been defrauded of j but when the other 
private drawers prefented him fo little of what he 
cxpe&ed, he could not forbear difcovering fame* 
fufpicion, as it muft be owned he had fufficient 
caufe ; for the perfon who had been before-hand 
with hirq in the fearch, had left no mo*e than eight 
guineas and one fix-and thirty piece in fpecie, with 
three or four bills of an inconfiderable value. 

4 I am furprifed, faid Mr. *****, that a wo* 
€ man of my coulin's fortune fhould leave herfelf 

* fo bare of cafh ; and cannot imagine by what 
** means {he diilipated fo Urge a yearly income.'--* 

* Alas, Sir, (rep)y'd the pretended zealot, with his 

* hands and eyes lifted up to heaven ) it ought 
4 not to appear ftrange to you, that a lady of your 

* excellent kinfwoman's charitable anJ benevolent 

* difpofition {hould refufe nothing in her power, 

* when the cries of diftrefs and the moans of af- 

* fli&ion called for her aihftance.— if you would 

* know in what manner fhe difpofed of her money, 
4 enquire of hofpitak, the.prifons, and the necef- 

* fitous petitioners that every day received their 

* fuftenance from her bounty, and you will find 

* an eafy account of Her expences in her large and 
4 numerous donations.' 

Mr. 
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Mr. ***** only anfwer'd fullenly, — that he 
(hould be better able to judge how he ought to 
think of the affair after he had {poke to her flew* 
ard; on which the other clapping his hand upon 
bis breait, was beginning to make. many aflevera- 
tions, that till that moment he never knew what 
fum or films the lady had by her when Ihe died, 
or had ever look'd, or even eiuercain'd a thought of 
looking into any. place where it might be fuppofed 
ihe kept her money. — I fta,id not, however, to hear 
what effect his hypocrify produced, but went home, 
being impatient to fee the contents of Alinda's 
manufcript. 

CHAP. VI. 

Will fully fatisfy the curhftty the former may have 
excited. 

THE hafte I made in fnatching the following 
papers from the flames, happily preferved 
them fo entirely from the deftru&ion to which they 
had been deftin'd, that though the edges were in 
many placestmuch.fcorch'd, yet not a fingle word 
throughout the whole was any way damaged ; and 
the reader may depend -on having the ftory as per- 
fect as if he faw it in the heroine's own hand. 

Memoirs of the urtfcrtunate Alind a, wrote lyher- 
felf and faithfully tranfcriVd from the original 

copy. 

I Am fenfible. that many people have been very 
bufy with my fame while living, nor do I ex- 
pert to be treated with lefs feverity after I am dead j 

•— I can- 
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— I cannot, hpwever, think of an eternal repara- 
tion from this world, without leaving fomething 
behind me which may ferve to dear up thofe paf- 
fages in my conduct, which, by their being myite- 
rious, have given room for cenfure ; and 1 do not 
this with any view of foftening the afperity of the 
ill-natur'd for the errors I have been guilty of, or 
of exciting companion in the more generous and 
gentle for my misfortunes ; but merely to the end 
that, if I am condemned, 1 may be condemned for 
real, not imaginary faults. 

Sorry I am to accufe a father who tenderly 
loved me ; yet certain it is, that his over-anxiety 
for my welfare has been the primary fource of 
every woe my heart has laboured under ; and that 
by his. mi (taken endeavours to make me great and 
happy, I have been rendered the molt miserable of 
created beings. 

The fortune I was born to be poffefs'd of, and 
fome natural endowments his affe&ion fancy *d in 
me, made him flatter himfclf with the hopes of 
feeing me one day blaze forth in all the pomp of 
quality; nor could he endure the thoughts of marry- 
ing me to any man beneath the rank of right ho- 
nourable ; and for fear any partial inclination of 
my own fhould difappoint theie high-raifed expec- 
tations, he kept me from the converfation of e very 
one whom he thought capable of attracting a heart 
unbialVd by interett, and unambitious of grandeur. 

Soon after my mother** death he quitted bufinefs, 
and retired to an eltate he had fome time before 
purchafed in the country : — when we removed, I 
was too young to have any taile for the pteafures 
of the town, and regretted only the want of thofe 
play- fellows I had left behind ; — indeed I wonder 
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that I was not quite moped : I was differed to g* 
to no fchool, tho' there was a great one very near 
us;—- never ftirred beyond the piecin&s of our 
garden walls ; — went not to church, becaufe there* 
it would have been impoilible for me not to fee 
and be feen ; — no company vifited us -, for my 
father deprived bimfelf of the pleafure of converfing 
with any of the neighbouring gentry, for fear that, 
as I grew up, 1 might take a liking to fome one or 
other of their funs, none of whom he thought a 
match good enough for roe, as they were not dig- 
nified with titles. — I hid learned writing and 
dancing, but was far from .being perfect in either ; 
and my father being unwilling 1 ihould be without 
thefe accomplifhments, took the pains himfelf to 
fet me copies to improve me in the one, and at 
length provided a mailer, too old and too ugly to 
give him any apprehenfions, to inftrucl: me in the 
other : — - befides thefe two avocatiQns, 1 had no 
amufement except reading, which as 1 much de- 
lighted in, my father conftantly fupplied me with 
fuch books as \ie thought proper for my fex and 
age. 

Excepting fome treatifes of divinity, the fubjects 
of my entertainment afforded little improvement 
to my understanding, they confifting only in ro- 
mances, and fome very few old plays ; fo that the^ 
ideas they infpired me with were as antiquated as 
the habits worn in the days of -Queen Elizabeth, 
and I was utterly ignorant of the modes, manners, 
and cuftomsLof the age I. lived in. 

In this ftupid and difpiriting fituation did I pafs 

full nineteen months; about the expirationof which 

time my father happened into company with a per- 

fon who wears the facred appearance of an ecde- 

/iajRic} but is in reality one of xtaafe mentioned in 
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holy writ, by the. riame of wolves in fheeps cloath- 
ing^ — ^* l9 outwatd behaviour feems directed by 
the minifters of grfcee. and goodnefc, while in his 
treacherous heart a thou fa nd fiends Ire in wait to 
bring ruin and deftruction on .the credulous liftencr 
to his wiles : — but before I proceed in my un- 
happy ftory, it js fit I fhould give a more particu- 
lar character of the wretch, who has (o great a 
(hare in it. 
• 

F.irft for .his extraction : His father- was a 

Frenchman, lecvant to a perfon of diftin&ion in 
Normandy ; but having more ambition than ho- 
xiefiy, found means to rob his matter of a consi- 
derable fum, and came over to England, where he 
fct up for a gentleman and a moil zealous pro- 
tenant, told a long plaufible ftory of the great 
hardfhips he had fuftain'd oh the fcore of religion, 
and found here the fame pity and encouragement 
as many others had done who fly here for an afy- 
lum on the fame pretences. 

Soon after his arrival he married a Dutchwoman, . 
by whom he had a fon who inherits all his father's 
virtues,; and is the perfon \yhofe ftory is fp unhap- 
pily interwoven witfc my own. 

. Young Le Bris, for that is the name of thit 
worthy family, difcovej'd in his youth fome indi- 
cations of a good capacity for learning, infomuch 
that a certain lord, taking a great fancy to him, fent 
him to Weftminfter-fchool, and afterwards to the 
Univerfity, in order to qualify him for the pulpit, ' 
alluring him that he flaould not be without a bene- 
iice as foon as he fhould be fit to receive it. - 

But he had fcarce completed his ftudies fot \V«X 
purpofe, when aJJ his prefent (u^ocl ^ Wxw 
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expedations vanifh'd on the fudden death of his 
noble patron, which was follow'd in a few months 
after by that of his father ; fo that he was left in~ 
tirely deftitute, his mother not being able to afford 
him the lcaft affiftance. 

After many long and fruitlefs follicitations for ft 
living, he was glad to accept of a finall curacy in 
one of the remoteft counties in England, where he 
xefided feveral years ; but .was at laft turned out 4>n 
account of heglefl: of duty, and other mifbehavi- 
our : he then came back to London,— — -gave 

out printed bills for teaching French and Latin at 
very low rates ; but finding little encouragement 
that way, turn'd Fleet-par/on, and earn'd a pre- 
carious fuftenance by clandeftine marriages. 

It was in thefe wretched circumftances that my 
father met with him, being in town on fomebufi* 
nefs ; and being told by fome one, who it is likely 
Jknew no more of him than what he was pleafed to 
fay of himfelf, that he was a very worthy, tho* dU 
ilrefs'd clergyman, made him the offer of a hand- 
fome falary to come into his family by way of 
Chaplain ; and withal, to inftru& me in the 
French language, and whatever elfe was fit for me 
to learn, or he was capable of teaching ; — he 
readily embraced the propofal, and on my father's 
return came down with him. ' 

My father prefented him to me as a kind of tutor, 
or preceptor > — told me I muft fubmit myfelf to** 
his dire&ions, — be attentive to all he faid to me, 
and in every thing treat him with the grcateft re- 
fpe& and. reverence :— c For, added he, it is by 
the leflbns he is capable of giving you, that you 
alone can make any fhining figure in the ftation 
wherein I hope to fee you placed/ 
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It will, perhaps, afford fome matter of furprife, 
that my father, who had hitherto preferved fuch 
an extreme caution in preventing my having the 
Jeaft converfation with any man, fhould now fo 
ftrenuoufiy recommend this perfon to me ; but it 
muft be confidered, that he was no lefs than fix or 
feven and forty years of age ; — that tho' not de- 
form'd, was far from handfome ; and, befides, had 
a certain aufterity in his manners which could not 
be very agreeable to youth. 

It was, indeed, fome time before I could be 
contented with' the dominion given him over me ; 
but my obedience to my father obliging me to be- 
have towards him with efteem, cuftom at laft con- 
verted that complaifance, which at firft was no 
more than feign'd, into fmcere : — a kind of affec- 
tion, by degrees, mingled itfelf with the reverence 
I was bid to pay him ; — • I was never fo happy as 
In the hours fet apart for receiving his inftrudtions ; 
and the thoughts of the benefits that might be 
fuppofed to accrue fr6m them, afforded lefs plea- 
sure than the praifes I was always certain he would 
beftow on my docility.— *In fine, I not only loved 
the teacher for the precept's fake $ but, as the poet 
fays, 

% 
I lov'd the precepts for the teacher's fake. 

Nor is it to be wonder'd at, that I tafted more 
fatisfa&ionin his fociety than I had ever known 
before; — I wanted not idea*, tho* hitherto I had 
nothing to improve them:-*- 1 had been allow'd 
to converfe with none but the fervants, who could 
only divert me with idle tales of thieves, appari- 
tions, and haunted houfes ;— my tutor, after having 
finifhed his graver lfefibns, would frequently enter- 
tain me with fome extraordinary incident or other, 



j? THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

cither taken from hiftory or romance ; but, whe- 
ther real or fictitious, I had fenfe enough to know 
were fuch as enlarged my underftanding as well as 
charm'd my ear. 

It is. certain, indeed, thai he fpared no pains to. 
infinuate liimfelf into my good graces ; and nolefs 
ccrtain'alfo, that the ungrateful ddign he had in 
doing fo, fucceeded to the utter deftrudlion of the 
whole happinefs of my future life, and, at laft, of 
my life itfelf ; as will appear by thefe memoirs, 
which >yhile I am writing I know not whether 
I fhall have .ftrength to finiflv 

I (hall therefore reduce my unhappy ftory into 
as fhort a compafs as I can. — In fpite of the little 
amiatlenefs this tutor had in his perfon ; — in fpite 
of the vaft difparity of years between us, I conceiv- 
ed the moft tender affe&ion for him - y — alas, I was 
then too young, -r- too innocent, to know what 
was meant by the word Love, any farther than that 
love which we naturally bear to a father, brother, 
or fome other near relation,-— and thought not 
•what I felt for him was any more, or would be at* 
tended with any other confequences ; and, as I 
apprehended no fhame or danger in the kindnefs I 
had for him, endeavour'd not to put a ftop to the 
growth of it, nor even to conceal it. 

But Le Bris faw much better Into my heart than 
I did myfelf; and dreading left my father lhould be 
alarm'd at the too open fondnefs of my behaviour 
to him, began to treat me with lefs familiarity, and 
exerted the m after much more than he had done : 
—■this change both furprifed and grieved me; — I 
bore it* however, for two whole days, without 
feeming to take any notice of it; but on the third, 
being alone with him in his clofet, where I con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly went every morning to receive my lefibns,— - 
*- What is the matter with you, my dear tutor? (aid 
*- I •, 1 hope I have done nothing to offend you. — 
4 I am fure I wodd not willingly be guilty of <le- 
4 ferving that you ftiouid frown upon me.' — * No, 
c my precious charge, replied he after a paufe, it is 

* not in your nature to give offence i but I would 
'*■ not incur your father's difpleafure either towards 

* you or mer — men are apt to be jealous of the 
4 aflfediions of their children, and I am fometime* 
«* afraid that he ihould think you love me almoft as 
c welt as you do him;' — * Indeed I do fo, — quite 
4 as well, cry'd 1 eagerly. — But why (hould he be 

* angry at that, when he bid me ule you with the 
*■ fame love and refpecl: as I did himfelf ?*' 

* People on fome occafions, anfwer'd he* will 
*■ be difpleas'd at a too exacY performance of their 
4 own commands ; and if my worthy patron, your 

* father, ihould happen to be of this opinion, the 
"* confequerice would infallibly be an eternal fepa- 

* ration between us ; — he would drive me from 
•* his houfe, and I fhould never fee my pretty 
'•-•charge again,' 

* K you think fo, return'd I, though* I hare all 

* kind of diflimulation, I will make him believe! 
4 am weary of learning of you, and that. I cannot 

* abide you/ i" c Dear pretty angel^ cry'd'hc, 

'tenderly taking me in his arms, there is no need 
4 of going to fuch extremes ; — I would only have 

* you behave with more diftance towards me than 
44 you have done of late y and it will not be amift 

* if you fometimes complain that I fct you too hard 
*• leflbns; becaufe if you ihou ! d feem tolearrrtoa- 
•* faft; he may begin to think there will foon be no 

* occafion for a tutor/ — 'Well, faid I, I will do 

* e*ery thing you bid me ' r for, indeed itwonM af- 

D 3 * tuoflt 
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€ moft break my heart to part with you/— Here 
he killed off the tears that fell from my eyes in 
fpeaking thefe laft words, and I returned all his 
endearments with the fame affe&ion as the fondeft 
child would do thofe of the moft indulgent pa- 
rent. 

It will perhaps feem a little ftranee, that a girl 
turned of thirteen, as I then was, mould think or 
*£t in the manner I did j but the way in which I 
had been brought up left me in the fame igno* 
ranee and innocence as others of fix or feven year* 
old. . 

I obey'd his inftru&ions with fo much exa&nefs, 
that my father was far from fufpeding either my 
iblly* or the bafenefe of the perfon he had fet over 
me : — the reft of the family were no more quick* 
fighted, nor could it be.expeAed they fhould be fo : 
—our houfe-keeper, tho 9 a very good, was* a filly - 
old woman, and knew nothing beyond the oeco- 
nomy of thofe affairs committed to ner charge ; — 
' the maid who waited on me was her daughter, and 
had been bred to think every man who wore the 
habit of a parfon was to be worfhipp'd j and the 
other fervants were too feldom with us to have any 
opportunity of making difcoveries. 

I arriv'd at my fourteenth year ; ' my father 
kept my birth-day fo far as to order fomething 
better than ordinary for dinner, and drank mv 
health feveral times at table. Among other dii- 
courfe concerning me, he faid to Le Bris, — 4 Well, 

* Do&or, your pupil will now begin to think her* 
' felf a woman, and I muft find a hufband for her 

* who will be able to reward the care you have 

* taken of her with a good fat benefice/ To 
which the fawning hypocrite replied* ■— ' That 

• the 
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** the {rieafure of feeing his worthy patron's daugb- 
** ter happy, would be to him the beft benefice h* 
*" could obtain/ 

Nothing farther pafs'd at this time on the fame 
fubje& $ but the next morning, when I was alone 
with my tutor in his clofet, — * Do you remem- 

* ber, my dear mifs, cry'd he, with a very melan- 
c choly air, what your father faid yefterdajr i •»- 
4 You will be marry'd loon, and I fhall lofe you- 

* for ever/ — c Do not talk fo, reply'd I haftily, I 
*~ do not want to be marry'd ; but if my father 
•~ fhould compel me to it, all the hufbands in the 

* world fhould not make me forget you ; — no, 
4 you fhall always live with me ; — 1 would not 
*" part with you to be a duchefa/ — *Nor would 
*i part with you, faid be,, taking me in his arms* 
' for an archbifhoprick ;— and to be plain* con- 

* tinued he, I have received letters fince I have 
*• been here, with the offers of feveral great livings * 

* but I have refufed them all rather than quit my 
4 dear pupil/ — * Have you indeed ? returned t% 

* hanging fondly on him. — — Oh how kind you 

* have been !— — I fhould be the moft ungrateful 
+* creature upon earth if I did not love you dearly 
4 for it/ * But will you always keep me with- 

* you i cry'd he/ — * As long as I live, aafwet'd 
* 1 .* — * Will you fwear it i rejoin'd he/— « Yes, 
4 anfwer'd I, a thoufand and a thoufand times 
4 over, if you defire it/ 



The wretch did not fail to take me at my word : 
—I bound myfelf, by the moft folemn impreca- 
tions that words could form, that when I became 
miftrefs of my a&ions he fhould always live with 
me.— »After this,- the hours we pafs'd together were 
employed more in improving the foolifh afte&ion I 
bad for him, than in any leflbns for improving my 
U 4 under- 
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underftanding.— My father imputed the flow pr6- 
grefs I made in my itudies not to any. want of abi- 
lity in my teacher, but to my own neglecT:, and 
often chid me for it ; which 1 bore patiently, as I 
• believed it the fureil means of keeping my dear 
tutor with me : — this he took fo kindJy, that he 
told me one day, he flattered himfelf 1 lov'd him 
almoft as well as I did my. father. — 4 I hops it is 
4 no fin, cry*d I child iftiy, if I love you quite as 

* well.' — . 4 Far from it, anfwer'd he; you are 

* only his daughter by nature, but you are mine 

c by afFcdtion; you are the child of my foul f 

c and therefore ought to love me better.' — ' I am 
4 glad .of that, rejoin'd I, for indeed 1 love you 
4 a great deal better, — I am fure I do.' — It will 
fcarce he doubted but that he now beftow!d upon 
me thofe endearments I had declared myfelf fo well 
iatisfied with; and fome minutes after, as I had 
turn'd to a looking- giafs to adjuft fome diforder in 
my head-drefs> be pulPd me to. him, and making 
me lit. upon his knee, — * You are very pretty, 
4 m.y dear, faid he,, and have no defect in your 

* fhape, but being a little too flat before.;' -■ ■ ■ 
With thefe words he thrull one of his hands with- 
in my flays, telling me, that handling my breafts 

.Would make them grow, and I fhould then be a 
perfect beauty. 

Not confciotfsof any guilt, I was ignorant of 
fliame ; and thinking every thing, he did was right, 
made not the leaft reiiftance ; but fuffer'd him by 
degrees to proceed to liberties, which had I known 
the meaning of, I fhould have ftabb'd him for at- 
tempting ; but, as I have fomewhere read, 

By no example warn'd how to beware, 
My very innocence became my fnare. 

it 
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It' will, perhaps, be fuppofed, that the perfidious 
man did not ftop here, but proceeded yet farther^ 
to the utter completion of my dKhonour ; but I 
(hall do him the juftice to fay* he never ofrer'd any 
fuch thing ; though I have good reafons ta believe 
he was* prevented only by his fear of the confer 
quences that might hate attended it, to the ruin of 
a defign which prom i fed htm more fatisractiorl 
than the enjoyment of my perfon. 

In the ridiculous way I have been defcribing di<l' 
we continue till I was in my feventeenth year;' 
about which time. my father being obliged to go to* 
London on a law affair, he left the fole manage - 
Bient'bf the family," as well as of myfelf^ to his 
favourite chaplain, till he fhould return^ which; 
he expected to do ia two months.. 

He had not been gone full three weeks before *> 
ftranger came to our houfe on a vifit to my tutor :■ 
— he received, him with great marks of. civility, 
and told me afterwards that he was the laiuUftew-* 
ard of a nobleman who had lent him on purpofe to. 
court his acceptance of a benefice worth near eigh t 
hundred pounds per annum. — As 1 fufpe&ed not- 
the truth of this, I. was terribly frighten'd, and. 
cry'd out, — - 4 Then you will leave meat lalt ! ' 
*■ It would be with an extreme reluctance LfhoulJ- 
4 do (o 9 replyM he; but what can 1 do.?;—- If I 

* fhould hereafter be expofed to any misfortunes, 
** how would the world blame me foi having re- 

* fufed fuch an offer ?.'-— * What misfortunes, faid« 
4 I, have you to fear ? — I (hall always have* 
c - enough- to fupport my. dear, tutor.! 

4 My dear child; refumed he, you forget that? 
I wherronce you are married there will be aothin^ 
D 5 * V^ 
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in your power; — all will be your hufband's, 
who may take it into his head to turg me out of 
doors diredtiy.* — « No fuch matter, reply'd I 
haftily, for 1 will make him promife and fwear 
beforehand to keep you always in the family.* 
—Few men, faid be, pay any regard, after they 
become hufbands, to the promifes and vows they 
made when they were lovers.— In fine, my little 
angel, continued he, taking me tenderly in hid 
arms, there is but one way to fecure our lafting 
happinefs; to which if you agree, I will imme- 
diately refufe the great offer now made me, with 
all my future hopes of rifing in the church, and 
devote myfelf eternally to you/ 

Thefe laft words I thought (o highly obliging to 
me, that I hung about his neck, ki&'d his cheek, 
and cry'd, I would do every thing he would have 
me ; — he then told me that a writing fhould be 
drawn up between us, by which we inould mu- 
tually bind ourfelves, under the penalty of the half 
of what either fhould be pofTefs'd of, never to fe~ 
parate. 

On my ready compliance with this propofal, he 

ventured to make a fecond, even more impudent 

. than the firft ; — after feeming to confider a little 

within himfelf, — - c I have been thinking, faid he v 

* that if the perfon you (hall marry fhould happen: 
« to be of a crofs, perverfe nature, tho' for his own 
« fake he will not drive me from his houfe, yet he 

* may ufe me fo ill as to compel me to go out of 
« it of my own accord 5 — fuppofe, therefore, you 

* fhould bind yourfelf by the writing I have men- 

* tioned, and under the fame penalty, never to 

* marry any man without my content.' 

*BJefc' 



c 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 59 

c< Blcfs ine, cryM I, a little furprifed, how can 

* I do this ! — you know I muft- obey my« father.* 
— * Heaven forbid you ihould dootherwilfc, re- 

* join'd the artful hypocrite ;— you may be fure I 
' fhall never oppofe either his will, or your own 

* inclination, in the choice of a hufband ;— what 
' I /peak of is only a thing of form, which, when 

(hewn to your hufband, will oblige him to treat 

* me with gratitude and refpe&Z 

I was entirely fatisfied with thh, v and repiy'd, h 
would do what he defirM as foon as he pleafed 5 — 
on which — ' It happens luckily* faid he, that 

* the gentleman who came here on the bufinefs I 

* told you of was bred to the law;*— I will let him 
€ know as much as is neceflary of our affair, and 
'* get him to draw up a proper inftrument.' ■ ■ 
In fpeaking thefe words he left me, and went in 
fearch of his friend, who at that time was walking, 
in the garden, waiting, jio doubt, his coming. 

I had little time allowed me to refled on what I 
was about to do; — Le Bris immediately returned, 
bringing the lawyer with him, — — the latter of 
whom defired to receive inftrudions from my own 
mouth for what he was to write ; and accordingly 
I repeated the fenfe of the obligation I was to lay 
myfelf under, leaving, it to him to put it in fuclv 
words as he fliould find proper.— If I had be^n , - 
miftrefs of the leaft (hare of common reafon, I muft 
have feen that all this fcheme was a thing ptevi- 
oufly concerted between thofe two villains 5 for the 
lawyer immediately pulled out of his pocket a large 
parchment,, with teals fix?d to it, and everything ^ 
requtfite to make the inftrument firm and valid ;~ 
but I was infatuated, — all my little underftartding 
was fubje&ed to the will of this wicked tutor,—-! 
D- 6 Rave- 
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gave an implicit faith to all he faid, and paid ait 
implicit obedience to all his dictates. 

The lawyer took his leave next day ; and nothing 
material happened till within a week of the ttrrre 
my father was expe&ed home, when, inftead of 
rhimfelf, came the melancholy account that he had 
been feiz'd with ah. apopleftic fit, and tho' he xe*» 
-.cover'd from it, expired within two hours after.-- <- 
He had made his will about a year before, by which 
he left me fole heir of every thing he was in 
pofleflion of, except a few legacies ; and in cafehis^ 
demife fhould happen before I was married, or «rf 
rage, appointed two gentlemen for his executors 
and my guardians : — they both wrote to me, as 
did aifo my coufin ****** acquainting me that 
•if. was neceffary L fhould come to London dircftly 
xm this occafion, each inviting me to therr 
jrffpe&ive hou-fea ; and, as they lived in different 

arts of the town, I was at liberty to chufe which. 

liked bell. . . 



r 



" My tutor; however, diffuaded me from accepting 
any of their offers, and told me he would write t« 
a friend in London to provide a read y»f urn ifh'd 
houfe for my reception, till things were fettled, and 
1 fhould refolye whether I would refide in town or 
country -.-—accordingly he did fo> and when we 
came within ten miles of London, we were -met on 
the road by the lawyer, who, as I have fince dik 
cover'd, was hjschief agent in every thing ; -— he 
conduced us to a houfe in Jenny n-ftreet, which, 
was irideed very neat and commodious, 

. It was late when we arriv'd; but I did not fail to 
fend the next morning to my. two guardians and 
coufin *'***,' who all came to fee me the iame 
day, and exprefs'd themfelrcs in Yery affedtiouate 

terms: 
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terms: — I prcfented my tutor to them, as a pen- 
ion for whom my father had a high eiteem j on. 
which they treated him with that refpecT- they 
fuppofed him to deferve. 

I nowenteF'd into a fceneof life altogether new 
tame; — feveral diftant relations, whom I knew 
only by their names, and many other gentlemen 
and ladies, who had been acquainted with my mo- 
ther, came to pay their refpe&s to me. — All my 
mornings were taken up with mcfiages and com- 
pliments, and all my afternoons with receiving and 
returning vifits. ■■ ■ How itrange was the tranfi- 
.tion ! — r-From being confined to the narrow pre- 
cincts of a lone country man/ion, I had now the 
whole metnopoKs to range ii>: — initead of the 
grave leffons of two old men, my ears were now 
continually fiLPd with the flattering praifes of ad- 
dreffing beaus; inftead- of having nothing to 
arnufe my hours, new diversions, new entertain- 
ments, crowded upon each moment ; and I: 

was inceflantly hurried from one pleafure to ano- 
ther, till my head grew giddy with the whirl of. 
prornifcuous pleaiures- 

. As I was young, not ugly, ami Ibok'cTupon as a 
lien heirefs, propofals of marriage were every day 
made to me,, all which- I communicated to my 
tutor ; but tho' many of them were much to my 
advantage,, he always found fome pretence or other 
for refuiing his confent ; and I accordingly rejected 
them, to the furprife of all who knew me ; and 
the great diffatisfa&ion of my beft friends. 

He was not, howevec, half pleafed with the gay 
manner in which I lived,, and as foon as the affairs 
relating to my eftate were fettled, would fain have 
fteyaird upon me to return into the country ; but 
^ I had 
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1 had too high a relifh for the diverfions of the 
town to pay that regard to his advice I had for* 
merly done; and inftead of complying with it, 
quitted the houfe I was in, hired another upon 
leafe, and furnifh'd it in the moft elegant manner 
1 could : — he grew very grave on my behaviour $ , 
but as I kept firm to both the engagements \ had 
made with him, he had no pretence to complain- 
of my a'&ions in other matters. 

For a time, indeed, my head was not theleaft 
turn'd towards marriage ; — - 1 thought no farther* 
of the men than to be vain and delighted with their-' 
flatteries : — happy would it have been for me,. 
had I continued always in this mind; but my ill 
fate too foon, alas, prefented me within ODie&t 
which convinced me, that all the joys of public 
admiration are nothing, when compared to one 
fofthour with the youth we love, and by whom' 
we think we are beloved. 

I believe there is little need for me to fay that thif 
ebje&, fo enchanting to my fenfes, was the young,, 
the handfome, the accompl ifb/d Amafis :«*— the world % 
to whom he made no fecret of the paffion he profefs'd 
for me, was alfo witnefs in what manner I received 
it; — we appeared together in all public places }. 
•—I treated him in all companies with a deference 
which fhew'd the efteem I had for him : >— my 
friends approved my choice, and the union between* 
us was look'd upon as a thing fo abfolutely deter- 
mined, that many believed the ceremony was al- 
ready* over ; when* to their great furprife, they 
faw aj once that they were utterly broke off, and 
in a very fhort time after the ungrateful Amafis 
become the hulband of another. 
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My tutor, on perceiving me inclined to favour 
Amafis more than I bad ever done any of thofe 
who had hitherto addtefsM me, began to rail at 
him, and tell me athoufand ridiculous ftories he 
pretended to have heard in relation to his con* 
du£tt — I ftill retained too much reverence for 
this wicked man to contradi& what he faid, but 
not enough to enable me to conquer my new paf- 

lion ; 1 loved Amafis, acid continued to give ' 

him daily proofs of it : ■ this fo incenfed him, 
that he told me one day, -—that he wondered I 
would encourage the courtfhip of a man whom I 
muft never expe& to marry. — c Why not* fir I 
anfwer'd I > neither his birth nor fortune are in- 
ferior to mine /j «■ Suppofe them fo„ rejoin'd 
he, the moft material thine is Wanting, which is 

my confent.' * When I gave you that power 

over me, &id I, you promifed never to thwart 
my inclination.*——* I did fo* reply'd he ; but, 
to be plain with you, I then expe&ed all your 
inclination would be in favour of rnyfelf. 9 ■ 
Yourfelf 1 cry'd I, more furprifed than words 
can defcribe.'— * Yes, Alinda, refumed he, 
metbinks the thing fhould not appear fo odd to 
you : call back to your remembrance the fa- 
miliarities that have pafe'd between us, and then 
juftify, if you can, to virtue or to modefty, tba 
leaft defire of giving yousfelf to any other man/ 

Rage, aftonifhment, and fliame, for the folly I 
had been guilty of, fo overwhelmed my heart at 
this reproach, that I bad not power to fpeak one 
word, but flood looking on him with a counte- 
nance which, I believe, fufficiently exprefied all 
thofe paffions, while be went on in thefe terms ; 

t How 
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' How often, continued he, have you ftiing^ 

* about my neck whole hours together, and by tho 
fc warmeft fondnefs tempted me to take every free- 

* dom with you but the laft, which, if I had not 
c been- poflefo'd of more honour than you now* 

* {hew of conftancy, I alfoffaould have feiz'd, and* 

* left you nothing to-beftow upon a rival •?' 

The .ftorrri which had been gathei ing in my* 
breaft all the time he had been fpeaking, now> 

burft out* with extreme violence; 1 raved, 

and loaded him with epithets not very becoming' 
in me to make ufe of, yet not worfe than he -de— 
ferved : — he heard me with a a fallen filence ; but* 
when I mentioned the cruelty and bafenefs of up- 
bfaiding me with the follies of my childifh* inno- 
cence, he told me with a fneer, that he would* 
advife me not to put that among my catalogue of* 
complaints. — * For, faid he, the world will* 
*- fcarce believe, that a lady of fourteen, fifteen, 
€ - and fixteen, had the fame inclination in toying 

* with a gentleman as^a.baby has with its rturfe.' 

I would hav« replied,, that the manner in which* 
I- was educated kept me in -the fame ignorance as a- 
baby; but fomething within rofe in. my throat, 
flopping the paflage of my breath,- ami I funk* 
fainting in the chair where I was fitting : — whe- 
ther he was really moved with this fight, or only 
afredred to be fo,. I know not.; but he ranr to* 
ore, ufed proper means to bring me to*myfelf,. 
and on my recovery I found m) felf . preft very 
tenderly within^his arms : — -his touch was now 

grown odious to me ; I ftruggled to get loofe ; . 

»■ * Be not. thus, unkind,, cry'd he, holding me- 

* ftill faiier ; you once took pleafure in my em- 
*\ braces, you have confefs'd you did $.— oh then* 

^ • recall 
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c recall' thofe.foft ideas, and we {hall both be 
,-• happy.' 

c "No, anfwejed I, breaking forcibly from him, 

* what then was the effe& of too much innocence, 

4 would be now a guilt for which 1 fhould deteil 

4 myCelf as much as I do you*' — 4 I ftill love 

4 you, faid he.' — « Prove it then, cry'd I fiercely, 

,4 by giving me up that writing which your arti- 

4 fices enfnaied me to fign, and ceafe to oppofe 

4 my marriage with Amafis.' — — * No, madam, 

4 replied he; if you perfitt in the refolution of 

4 marrying Amafis, half your eftate would be a 

4 finall confolatio'n to me for the lofs of you ; and 

4 you cannot Aire. imagine me to be weak enough 

4 to refign my claim to the one, after being dc- 

4 prived of the other.' 

I had not patience to continue this difcourfe, but 
retired to .my chamber, where, throwing myfelf 
upon the bed, I vented fome part of the anguifh of 
my mind in a flood of tears ; after which, finding 
fome little eafe, I began to reflect, that tormenting 
myfelf in this manner would avail nothing, and 
that I ought rather to try if any poffible means 
could, be found for extricating me from the laby- 
rinth I was entangled in. 
• 

Accordingly I arofe, — muifled myfelf up as. 
well as I could to prevent being known, — took* a 
hackney coach, and went to the chambers of an* 
eminent lawyer ; — I related to him all the circum- 
stances of my unhappy ca r e, concealing only the 
jiames of the perfons concerned in it :— he liitened. 
attentively to what I faid, and when I had done,, 
afked me of what age I was when I entered into that 
engagement I now wanted to be freed from \ whi<?h 
<jueition I anfwering, with fincerity* he (hook his 

head*. 
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bead, and told me that he was forry to allure me E 
could have no relief from law, and that the heft; 
and indeed the only method I could take, was to/ 
endeavour to compromife the affair with the gen* 
tleman. > 

I returned home very difconfolate, and was above? 
a week without being able to refolve on any thing ;; 
but my impatience to be united to the man I loved, 
and at the fame time eafed of the prefence of the- 
man I hated, at laft determined me to follow the 
lawyer's advice. — I fent for my wicked tutor in- 
to my chamber, — talked to him in more obliging- 
terms than I had done fince the firft difcovery of 
bis defigns upon me, but reprefented to him the 
abfurdity of thinking of marrying me himfelf ; — • 
and concluded with telling him, that if he would, 
cancel the engagement between us, I would make 
him a gratuity of a thoufand pounds, and alfo be 
ready to do him any other fervice in my power. 

He reje&ed this propofal with the greateft con- 
tempt. ■ ( You are certainly mad, Alirtda, faid 
« he, or take me to be fo $ a thoufand poundr 

* would be a fine equivalent, indeed, for the half 
' of your eftate, jewels, rich furniture, plate, and: 

* whatever elfe you are in poffeffion of; to all 
c which your marriage will give me«n undoubted 

* claim, and I accordingly fhall feize.'— »« Suppofe? 

* I never marry, cryfd 1.'— — c Be it fo, anfwered 
c he, I muft ftilL continue to live with you; and 

* what you. offer for my quitting you does not 
*- amount to five years purchafe of my falary and 
*- board as your chaplain/ 

Thefe words rnaking me imagine his chief ob- 
jection was to the fmallnefs of the fucn, I told him* 
1 would double, nay even treble it, for the pur- 

. cnafc 
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chafe of my liberty; but he told me it would be 
in vain for me to tempt him with any offers of 

that kind ; that no conftderation whatever 

fhould prevail with him to depart from the agree- 
ment between us, and he would always hold me 
to my bargain* 

The determined air with which he fpoke this, 
made me think it beft not to urge him any farther 

at that time; the next day, however, and 

feveral fucceeding ones, I failed not to renew the 
difcourfe ; but tho 9 1 made ufe of every argument 

my reafon could fupply me with, tbo' I wept, 

pray'd, ravM,— — by turns cajol'd and threaten'd, 
all I could fay, all I could do was ineffeflual,—- 
and the more I labour 'd to bring him to compli- 
ance, the more fiubborn bis obftinacy grew. 

To make any one fenfible what it was I fuffered 
in this cruel dilemma, they muft alfo be made fen- 
iible to what an infinite degree I loved the man 
whom it was now impoffible for me to be happy 
with; and both thefe are inexpreffible: — —I {ball 
therefore only fay, that I was very near being to* 
tally deprived of that little fhare of reafon.Heavea 
.baa bellowed upon me, 

Amafis, to whom I had confeffed the tendernefs 
Ihad for him, was all this while continually folli- 
citing me to complete our union,— —One day, 
when he was more than ordinarily preffing on this 
occafion, and my heart being very full, I cry'd out* 
almoft without knowing what I faid, — < Oh, 
€ Amafis, you know not what you aflc, when you 
« aflc me to marry you!' — This exclamation fur- 
prifed him ; but having begun, 1 now went on.—* 

* You exped, faid I f an eftate of twelve hundred 

• pounds a year, but I will not deceive you; you 

« find 
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4 find me worth only the half of what you hav£ 

* been made to hope/ — 'When I made my ad- 
4 dreffes to the lovely Alind*, anfwered he, I had 
c no eye to the fortune fhe might bring me;— .* 
■ 4 but wherefore this fruitlefs trial of my love? — 

4 Your guardians have fhewn me the writings of 
4 your eftate, and I know to a fingle hundred what 
.*' you are poflcfp'd of.' — c Suppofe, rejoin'd I, that 
■* 1 fhould have pre vioufly diipofed of the one half 
c of what otherwife our marriage would have 
4 given you?' — c I will fuppofe no fuch thing, 

* reply'd he ; it cannot be.' — c It both can and is, 
■ 4 faid I, burfting into tears ; I have unwarily en* 

* ter*d into an engagement, by which I forfeit the 
■ 4 moiety of all I am miftrefs of, even to my very 
■ 4 jewels, if ever I marry any man, except on cer- 

4 tain- conditions, which condition I am now weft, 

* aflured I never can- obtain.' 

c Death ! cry'd he, darting* up in a fury, — * 
: 4 What condition, — when, — where, --- to 
*• whom, on what account wis this engagement 
* madef '— Shame would notlet me anfwer tothefe 
-interrogatories, and I remained in a kind of ftupid 
iftlence. i— * If by any artifices, purfued he, you 
« have been feduced to fign a compad of this wi'ii 
4 nature, unfold the whole of the affair, and de- 
4 perid, that either the laws of this avenging arm 
4 fliall do you juftice/: — I now repented that I had 
. fo rafhly divulged any part of this fatal fecret, 
-—not that I fhould have been glad to have feen my 
. wicked tutor punifli'd, but I knew that on the lea& 
attempt made for my redrefs, he would infallibly 
expofe the follies I had been guilty of in regard to 
him ; and when compared with the lofs of Amafis, 
my fortune, or even my life itfelf^ feemed a lcfs 
terrible misfortune ; for this reafon, therefore, L 
w-fufcd the entreaties, of a beloved lover*. *nd 

fcreen'd; 
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fcrccn'd the villainy of a wretch whom my foul 
abhorr'd. In fine, I would reveal no more than I 
had done. — * Amafis left me in a very iil humour, 
and the next morning I received a billet from him 
containing thefe {tabbing lines : 

To Mifs Alinda ****** 

c Madam, 

* IHAVE been confidering on the amazing 
^ account you gave me laft night ; and as you re- 

* fufe to difcover either the peribn with whom 

* you made this engagement, or the motives which 
€ . induced you to it, can look on it as no other than 
** a contract with fome gentleman, once happy in 

* your affections. — A fecond-hand paifton neither, 
•* fuits with the delicacy of my humour, nor to y 
•* encroach upon the rights of another with my. 

* honour : —I ihall therefore defift troubling you! 

* with any future vifits, but £hall be always glad to 

* hear of your welfare, which I defpair of doing 

* till you prevail upon yourfelf 40 be juft to your 

* firft vow; facrifice the affection you have for- 
' me to the obligations you are under to my rival : 

* — I yield, to his prior title all the late glorious 

* .hopes I had conceived, and wifli you more happy 

* with him than it is now in your power to make 

* Your humble fervant, 

* Ama£M,' . 

Here ended all my hopes of hagpinefs ; — all the; 
foft ideas of love. and marriage vanifli'd for ever 
from my breaft, and were fucceeded by others'of 
the mod dreadful nature:-— for feveral weeks I 
abandon'd myfelf to grief and to defpair ; but pride 
at length got the better of thefe paffions ; and to 
oonceal the real fitifction of my heart from the en- 
quiring 
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quiring world, I all at once affe&ed to be madly 
gay, and ran into fuch extravagancies, as, without 
being criminal in hSt, juftly drew upon me t the 
fevereft cenfures. 

But nature will not bear a perpetual violence;--* 
grief and defpair were the ftrongeft paffions in me : 
— - in the midft of dancing, tears were ready to 
ftart from my eyes, and fighs from my bofom, 
which when I endeavour'd to fupprefs, they recoil!d 
upon my heart, and fbook my frame with the moil 
terrible revolutions: — the marriage of Amafis fe- 
conded the blow our; parting had given $ — I could 
no longer diffemble what I felt, —no longer ap- 
pear the giddy thoughtlefs libertine, but flew from 
one extreme to the other : — I now would fee no' 
company, flint myfelf up in my chamber, denied 
accefs to my beft friends, and never went abroad. 
•—-I fuffered nbt Le Bris to come into my pre* 
fence ; and I believed, perceiving me fo refolute, 
he would have accepted of a fum of money to 
have quitted my 4ioufe entirely j but I had now 
done with the world, — had loft in Amafis all I 
valued in it, — and would not give the monfter, 
whom I juftly look'd upon as the fource of all my 
misfortunes, any more than I was compelPd to 
do, his bare board and falary. 

Behold, by thefe memoirs, the beginning and 
progrefs of my miferies, — the end is near at hand : 
— Death is already bufy at my heart, and allows 
no time to apologize for the errors of my conduft $ 
—pity is all my afhes can expeftt 
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CHAP. VII. 

Contains a very brief account of fame pqffages fub~ 
Jequent to the foregoing Jlory^ with the author 9 s 
remarks upon tie whole. 

AS I know very well that folidity has but a 
fmall {hare in the competition of the lady 
whom Alinda had intended to entruft with the 
.publication of her memoirs, I thought the fureft 
.way of having the will of the deceafed performed, 
was not to trouble a perfon of her chara&er with 
.the perufal of them, but to take the opportunity 
*>f my Invifibilityfhiptoprefent them to the world 
myfelf, which I accordingly have done. 

And now, as I doubt not but the reader will be 

flad of being informed farther concerning Le Bris, 
{hall relate fuch particulars as have come to my 
knowledge. 

It muft be concluded, that this unworthy precep- 
:tor, in looking over the papers of Alinda, had ei- 
ther not obferved, or afterwards forgot, that the 
ring he had juft taken from among her other jew- 
«els was the very fame mentioned in her letter to 
her friend, otherwife he would certainly, have had 
cunning enough to have replaced it where he 
.found it. 

Mr, ***** foon recolle£ting what his coujia. 
had faid to him in regard of this little legacy, and 
miffing it from her other trinkets, made a ftridt 
enquiry what was become of it. Le Bris having 
had her keys in his poffeffion, was one of the firfk 
interrogated ; and on being fo, boldly replied, that 

fuch 
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fuch a ring had been beftowed upon him by Alinda. 
-*-' How can that be, crv'd. the other, when but-' 
4 three days before her death fhe bequeathed it to 

* a lady of her acquaintance, and infifted an my 
« promife of delivering, it to her ?' — 6 She muft y 
4 "then be delirious, faid the parfonj but however ' 
« l that might be, Heaven forbid I fhould detain what 

* is even fufpecled to be the right of another j* 
and with thefe words prefen ted the ring to Mt 
*****, who received it frorn him without tha 
l^aft ceremony* 

This affajr, notwithstanding the hypocritical . 
manner in which the ring was retiirn'd, gave Mr. 
***** room to imagine there hz.d been ibme foul, 
pJay in relation to Alinda's effects : — the fteward 
prov'd by his books, that he had paid into her 
hands, a week before her death, two hundred and 
fifty pounds in fpecie, and more than twice that 
fum in bank-bills, being arrears he had receiv'd. 
from the tenants j — it feenVd unlikely to them 
that fhe could have difpofed of the money, much 
lefs have had any occafion to change the bills in fo 
fhort a time $ — orders were therefore fent to the 
Bank to ftop the payment of fuch numbers till fur- 
ther notice ; but the precaution came too late: --- 
the perfon who had fecreted them had been already . 
there, and converted all his paper into caih. 

The heir, however, was confident that he had 
been defrauded ; — - he confulted counfel upon it> 
who all advifed him to have recourfe to equity:— 
whether Lefiris had any hint given him of what was 
intended to be doneagainft him, or whether his own 
guilty confcience made him only apprehend it, is 
uncertain ; but he had not courage to ftand the teft 
of examination; — he fled the kingdom, after having 
thrown aiide that robe, which, had he been 

known 
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known for *rhat he truly was, would long before 
have been dripped from his facrilegious fhoulders. 

Bat Providence would not permit him to enjoy 
his ill-got fpoils, nor a life he had devoted to fucn 
wicked purpofes: •— defigning to turn trader at 
Jamaica, he embarked for that place ;— -but the 
vefTel being overtaken by a ftorm, was loft almoft 
in fight of fliore, and he, with many other perhaps 
lefs guilty perfons, perifhed in the wreck.-— This 
laft piece of intelligence I received from his mo- 
ther, whom, tho' he had fupported during the life of 
Alinda, to prevent being expofed by her clamours, 
he now left pennylefs, deftitute, and fiarving, in an 
extreme old age. 

Thus did the vengeance of heaven at laft over- 
take the wretch, who, befides his other impieties, 
had been guilty of the moft cruel ingratitude and 
breach of irutt, in impofing upon the (implicit)' of 
a young creature committed to his care, and ut- 
terly deftroyina: all the views of his generous pa- 
tron and benefactor. 

As for the unfortunate Alinda, tho' it is certain 
her conduct cannot be wholly juftified, yet, accord- 
ing to my opinion, it ought not to be wholly con- 
demned : — - it would be pafling too fevere a jud£« 
ment, to impute the fondnefs ihe exprefled for her 1 

wicked tutor to a wanton inclination;- ^if we 

confider the various arts of 'her fdducerj the 

commands laid on her by her father to love and 

obey him as himfelfj the manner in which fhe 

was brought upj -— the perfect ignorance fhe was 
Jeept in of the cuftoms of the world, and how other 
young ladies behaved ; we fhall find that thefe are 
all of them very ftrong pleas in her defence, and 

Vol, I. E not 



76 THE INVISIBLE SPY, 

endeavoured to diflipate his chagrin either by play- 
ing on her fpinnet, or telling him fome diverting 
ftory. — Without feeming »to confult his palate, 
ihc always took care to put fuch difhes into her 
bill of- fare as (be had perceived he eat with moft 
fat is faction. — Whatever company fuited his tafte 
were fure to be often invited by her, and enter- 
tain'd with the greateft marks of efteem and.com- 
plaifance. Her whole "thougl ts, indeed, were 
taken up with obliging and making him happy : — 
{he had no will, — no inclination of her own; — 
both were entirely regulated by his ; and, to add 
to all this, (he was an excellent ceconomift, under- 
{tood the management of a family perfectly well, 
and knew how to make a grand appearance witk 
lefs expence than fome others are at who are ac- 
counted contemptibly parfimonious. 

What would fome hufbands give to be blefs'd 
with fo virtuous, fo tender, fo endearing a com- 
panion ? Dalmatius, inftead of placing this jewel 
next his heart, hung it carelefly upon his fleeve ; 
either not knowing, or not regarding the true value 
of it. 

During the courfe of feveral Invifible Vifitations 
1 made at their houfe, never did I fee him treat 
her in any degree proportionable to her merit ; — 
when in his beft humours, he returned thecareflls 
ilie gave him only with a cold indifference ; but 
when any thing abroad had happened to thwart 
his views, either of pleafure or ambition, no man 

could behave with more churliflinefs at home : * ; 

but the manner in which this couple behaved to 
each other will beft appear from their own words, 
which I fhall give a fhort fpecimen of on two dif- 
ferent occaiions. 

. They 
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They were to go out together one day, to call 1 
on fome friends who were to accompany them oiv 

a party of pleafure; the landau waited at the 

door, tie had jut fin ifliedd re fling, and fent up 

to know if his wife was ready ; the meflage 

could be fcarce delivered before (he came flying 
into the room, on which the following dialogue 
enfued : 

PLuentia* * I hope I have not made you wait 
ibr rr.e ?' 

, Dahnatius. c Not at all,— —it wants fome nri- 
« nutes of our appointment ; but I know you wo- 
4 men are generally fo Jong equipping yourfelves, 
4 that I was willing to hatten you.' 

Phxentia* .' I fhoud know but little of the value * 

* of time* if I wafted much, of it in dreffing.— ** 
'But pray, my dear, how do you like me to- 

* day ?' ' 

Dalmatlus. * Like you ? — that's an odd quef- 

* tion ; — why — as well as ever I did.' 
Placentia. * I fhould be miferable if I did not 

1 think you did j — but I mean, how do you like 

4 my cloaths ? You fee I am all in new.* 

Dalmatius. ' Are you indeed ? I fhould have 
4 feen nothing of it, if you had not told me-.— —I 

* never mind what women have on.' 

Placentia. ' Then I am tlifappointed, my dear ; 

* for I aflure you I confulted your fancy more than 

* my own in the choice I made of this filk, as I 

* have heard you fay an hundred times, 1 believe ^ 

* that you thought blue and filver the mod agree- 

* able mixture that could be.' 

Dalmatius. * So it is; but it may not happen 

* to become every body . however, 1 mull do 

* you the judice to fay, you look well enough in 

* it, and 1 believe eyery body will thjnk fo/ 

E3 Pla- 
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PlacenUa. c If you think fo> my dear, it is all 
« I Wlfll.' 

In fpeaking this fhe took hold of his hand, and 
kiffed it with tbegreateft warmth of affection :— 
he returned the favour with a flight falute upon her 
cheek ; then looking on his watch, faid he believed 
it was time to go, and went down fairs, (he fol- 
lowing. 

The truth of the affair is this :— Dalmatius is 
not only vain and infolent in his nature, but alfe 
amorous and inconftant to an excefs ; tho* he no 
longer had any eyes for the charms of his fair wife* 
his heart was but too fufceptible to thofe of other 

women. Miranda for feme time erigroffed all 

his devoirs ; nor could ber being married to the 
moft intimate of his friends restrain him from 
making his unlawful addrefles to her; nor the 
vow lne had taken at the altar deter her from 
gratifying an inclination he had found the way to 
infpire. 

The hufband of this lady is a man of fo much 
indolence, and fo little delicacy, that he richer 

tives himfelf the leaft concern about what pleafures 
is wife may indulge herfelf in, provided fhe offers 
no interruption to thofe he takes himfelf: — there 
are forne indeed, who fey, that on their marriage 
they mutually agreed to allow each other a per feci: 
latitude in this point ; — ■ — but be that as it may* 
Miranda feems under no apprehenfions of hereon- 
duel being called in que (lion by him. 

Her amour with Dalmatius foon became fo no-* 
torious, that it was in the mouth of every one :~ 
Placentia herfelf was the laft that gave credit to it; 
that excellent lady Would not fuffer her heart to 

enter- 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 79- 

entertain ill thoughts of the man (he was bound to 
love ; nor could any thing but the teftirnony of her 
Own eye3 have convinced her of the guilty truth. 

Miranda came to vifit her one day when (he 
happened to be abroad ; but Dalmatius being at 
home, the prefence of his wife was little wanted : 
— flie foon returned, however, and being told thar 
Miranda was above, ran haftily up to receive her; 
but not finding her in the room where company 
were ufually introduced, yet thinking (he heard 
the murmur of voices veiy near, (he ftepp'd to- 
wards the place whence it feemed to proceed, and 
peeping through the key-hole of an adjacent cham- 
ber, law her hu (ban d and the lady in a pofture fuclv 
as could leavs her no doubt of their criminal con- 
verfrtionv 

The fudden (hock at firft transfixed her feet ; — 
J>ut prefently recovering herfelf, (he retired from 
the guilty fcetie, and went into her own chamb? r ; 
where, finding her woman at work, (he ordered 
ber to go immediately down, and forbid the fcr- 
vants to take any ndttct of her being come home : 
*- — * I hear, faid (he, that Miranda is below, and 

* I am not very well, and would not fee any com* 

* pany at this time.' 

The woman being withdrawn to do as* (he was 
commanded, Placentia threw herfelf into an eafy 
chair, and fell into a profound refverie :— -I was 
prefent all this while; but my Belt of Invifibility 
did not enable me to penetrate into her thoughts, 
till feeming as if determined on fomething (he had 
been debating within herfelf (he rofe fuddenly 
from her feat, and burft into thefe words: * No, 

* — he (hall never know 1 think him farlfe; much 

* lefs that I have detected him ; — reproaches would 

E 4, * avail 
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4 * avail me nothing, and might harden him in his 
4 crime j — I am his wife, -we muft always live 
'* together, or be fubje&ed to the ridicule of a laugh- 

* ing and cenforious world : — prudence,. therefore, 

* as well as duty, commands me to conceal the 

* fharneful difcovery 1 have made ; and rather en- 
4 deavour, by adding tendernefs, if poflible, ta 

* reclaim him, and oblige him to fee 1 am at Jeaft 
4 as worthy of his afft&ion as Miranda/ 

I left her in this refolution, and found that foe 
feveral days ihe ftricSt'y adhered to it; excepting 
only that Ihe could not fo far diffemble her uneafi- 
nd's as to be able to receive Miranda in the man- 
ner {he had formerly done : (he therefore defifted 
from making her any farther invitations - to her 
houfe, and always excufed herfelf from accepting 
any fent to her by that lady. 

This was enough, however, to give the lovers 
fome apprehenfions that fhe fufpeded their intriguer 
— but Miranda was of too vain and gay a temper 
to feel any inquietude on this fcore ; and the un- 
grateful Dalmatius, finding himfelf treated by. his 
wife with the fame love and complaisance as ever, 
gave himfelf not the trouble either to examine, or 
be under the lead concern, whether fuch beha- 
viour proceeded from her ignorance of his fault, or 
her diicretion in overlooking it. 

But the fweetefl: difpofition may be imbittered 

by continual provocations : Placentia, finding 

that all the efforts (he made for regaining the affec- 
tions of her hufband were ineffectual, began by de- 
grees to grow more remifs in her care of pleafing : 
—not that (he ever departed from the effential du- 
ties of a wife ; Ihe only ceafed the practice of 

thofe 
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thofe which, as the cafe flood .between them, might 
juity be called works of fupeierrogation. 

Being to have a great route at her houfe, juft as 
{he was going to fend cards to invite the company, 
Dalmatius came into the room; and having looked 
over the catalogue of names, on finding Miranda's 
not there, began with an unufual haughtinefs to in- 
terrogate her on that occafion ; and fhe, now for 
the firft time, replied to what he faid with as much 
indifference as (he had formerly done with fub- 
million. 

Dalmatius. ' How happens it, madam, that • 

* Miranda is left out among fEe number of your 

* guefts ?' 

Placentia. * I had forgot her.' 
Dalmatius. « Itlis well then that I reminded 
' you j — but methinks a lady of her rank and 

* character in the world might well have deferved 

* a place in your remembrance.' 

Placentia. K It may be fo ;, — but one cannot 

* invite every body.' 

* Dalmatius. V When any body is invited to our 

* houfe, efpecially on thefe occafions, it would be 

* the utrnoft abfurdity to leave Miranda out ; — 
«■ therefore I infift upon her coming, for your own 
•• fake.' 

Placentia. ' Oh, fir, you need not give your- 
*-' felf any trouble on that fcore, I am certainly a 

* judge how to behave to my own acquaintance \ 

* — but if you are fo defirous of having Miranda 

* here to-morrow, the beft way is for you to fend 
•■ a card as from your felf j — I doubt not but the 
€ invitation will be full as agreeable, and as readily 

.*- comply'd with.' 

H5 Dal- 
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D'almatius. c You talk in an odd manner, madam • 

* — . and now! think on it, — I met Miranda the 

* other day in the Park, and (he complained to 
f me of a ftrange change in you towards her ;— • 
f that you have never returned the laft vifit fee 

* made you ; — have fcarce fpoke to her in any 

* public affembly, and feem'd tolhun her prefence 

* as much as poffible.— -Pray what is the meaning 
« of all this r 

Placentia. * That, fir, is a queftion which per- 

* haps neither you nor fhe % would thank me for 
4 anfwering dire£Hy. 

Dalmatius. ' I understand you, madam, how- 

« ever ; you have got notions in your head not 

c becoming in you to indulge, nor Worthy any 

* endeavours of mine to expel ;■ I would only 

* have you be wifer, and confider that of all do- 

* meftic animals a jealous wife is the moft con- 

* temptible.' 

He flung out of the room with thefe words, and 
all the tokens of difdain and indignation in his coun- 
tenance, leaving Placentia in a confufion not eafy 
to be defcribed : — I could perceive, however, by 
the geftures of that unhappy lady, that flic repented 
having gone fo far, yet knowing herfelf the only 
injured, could not yield either to recede from her- 
xefolution on the account of Miranda, or make ufe 
of any attempts to foften fo ill-founded a refent- 
ment in the hufband. 

; It is now faid that his amour with Miranda is on 
the decline; — that a new face has utterly eclipfcd 
all the charms he had lately found in her's ; and that 
Placentia has at leaft this confolation under her 
misfortune, to find that no one beauty has the 
power long to retain the heart fhe has loft ; ■ fo 
juft are the poet's words ; 

Whea 
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When fix'd to one, love fafe at anchor ride?, 
And dares the fury of the winds and tides ; 
But lonng once that hold, to the wide ocean borne, 
It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a fcorn. 

Marriage,- rho' a facred institution, — tho' or- 
dained by heaven to beftow the fuprcmeft felicity 
we mortals are capable of enjoying, becomes the 
fevcrefl: curfe, when fouls iil-fuited to each other 
are joined in its indifibluble bonds ; and it too often 
happens, that thofe who by nature and education 
are qualified to give and receive the greateft happi- 
nefs, are rendered the more miferable, through the 
perverfenefs of a bad-temper'd partner. 

Mont el ion has been twice married ; — he has 
experienced both all the contentments, and all the 
inquietudes of that ftate, with women of humours 

as widely idifferent as light and darknefs, 1 had 

almoft faid, as heaven from hell :— — his firit lady, 
as fhe was excelled by none in exterior perfections, 
(o (be was equalled but by very few in the more va- 
luable endowments of- the mind : —* h'u life, while 
in pofleflion of this treafure, was one continued 
fame* of harmony and love; but foon, alas, the 
bllfsful profpedt. vanifh'd ! — the fair, the virtuous, 
the tender Erminia died ; and, to add to the mif- 
fcrtune of her difconfolate huiband, left no pledge 
behind her of their mutual affect i 011. 

Though in that feafon of life when amorous 
flames are at their higheft bent, thofe of Montelion 
feemed all buried in the grave of his dear Erminia ; 
— — he remained for feveral years the lonely occu- 
pier of a widowed bed : — at lafl, however, the 
ardent deure of having an heir for his eftate, got 
E 6 fome- 
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omewhat the better of his melancholy, and de- 
termined him on a fecond venture. 

In the choice he made, he confulted neither for- 
tune nor beauty; the one, indeed, he wanted .not j, 
—and as for the other, fince his Erminia's death, 
all women were equal to him, and he regarded the 
lovely and unloveljr with the fame indifference -— 
he therefore married Ferocia, merely becaufe fhe 
was one of the daughters of a fruitful family, and 
likely to anfwer the only end which induced him 
once more to become a hufband. 

Every body was aftonifli'd at thefe nuptials, and 
much more fo on the knowledge of Ferocia' s beha- 
viour afterwards ; — but I (hall prefent my reader 
with the chara&er of this lady, as it was* given by 
an impartial hand in a letter to a friend. 

Ferocia, now' the wife of Montelion, is a wo- 

.man plain in her perfon, weak in her under- 

ftanding, capricious and fantaftic in her hu- 
mour, unpolifh'd in hei manners; and, what i& 

worfe than alt, infufferably vain and infolent on 
her new dignity, without one grain ©f true love 
Or gratitude for the man who has raifed her to it. 

My gift of Invisibility afTifted me in proving the 
truth of the above in all its parts ; — further 1 will 
not pretend to fay ; for tho' it is a vulgar adage,, 
that, * Where there is no modefty, there is little 
* ilgn of honefty ,' and tho' I have heard fevere 
cenfures pafs'd upon her virtue; yet I never could 
make any difcoveries to her prejudice on that fcore, 
and am apt to believe, that the rampant airs (he 
gives herlelf among the men, are, in reality, more 
owing to a hoidenly than an amorous difpofition. 

Monte- 
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Monteljon feems to fee her behaviour in the 
feme light I do ; yet, for the fake of his owr> 
honour, cannot but wifli flue would a& with more 
referv.e^ — They had not been married above three 
mqnths when he was feized with a fit of the gout 
Which confined him to his apartment: — Ferocia 
came in cover'd over with jewels, and blazing 
like a ftar ; and, without expreffing any concern 
for his indifpofition, told him that me was going 
to lady Primwell's route; on which enfued the 
following dialogue l^tween them t 

MonUlion. c I flatter y d mylelf, madam, with 
c having the happinefs of your company at home 

* this evening, as I am not in a condition to itir 
« out/ 

Ferocia. c Oh heavens ! I fliould make the 
c worft nurfe in the woild t what good would my 

* flaying do you ? ' 

MonUlion. ' A great deal, madam, and I Hope 
1 I need fay no more to engage you not to leave 

* me.' 

Ferocia. c Indeed, my lord, I muft go, I have 

* given my promife/ 

Montellon. * You will be eafily excufed ; — no- 

* body will expe& a wife on a party of pleafure, 

* when they know her hufband is confined by pain. 

* Come, my dear, you muft not think that 

4 flaying at home one night is an adt of too much 
c complaifance to a man who would refufe nothing 
c for your fatisfa&ion.' 

. In fpeaking this he drew her gently towards him, 
and gave her two or three very tender kiffes ; but 
in doing Co, a little fnuffhe had between his thumb 
and finger happened to fcatter on her glove ; on 
which flie ftarted from him, and returned his kind 
txprefiions in thefe terms : 

¥ttoucu 
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Ffroch. * Pifh, howfiHy this rs!~- >Yoct have 

* fpoil'd my gloves with your tiafty fmiflF. — Here 

* John, William, run tine of you to my dreflmg- 

* room, and bid Faddle bring me a pair Of grote* 
r in a minute* 

Montetitfri. c Don't put yourfctf into a pafllon, 
*• my dear, but fit down and refolve to oblige 

* me ;— I'll call for cards, and wc*ll have a game 

* at pitquet/ 

She made no reply, but htmg down her head; 
and flood counting the fticks of her fan till Faddle ■ 
came into the room* 

Fercci*. € Where are the gloves ? 

Faddle. c Madam, I thought the fellow Was 

* miftaken, when he bid me brink gloves, as your 
r ladyfhip had juft now a dean- pair. 

Montelion. * Aye, Mrs. Faddle, there is no oc- 
€ cafion ; rather get your lady's night-drefs ready $ 
4 for fhe has chang'd her mind, and does not go ■* 
« abroad. 

Ferocia. c Indeed I both muft and will, my lord. 
c — Do you imagine, that becaufcyou are fick* I 
1 muft mortify myfelf, and b6 mew d up with you '• 

* till I am fick too ?-*-No, —"-no, I am not weak 

* enough to comply with fo unreafonable a re- 
< quell ; therefore adieu, I fhall fcarce fee you till 
€ late, and hope then to find your lordfliip better/ 

She waited not for any reply he might have 
made, but flounced out of the room, followed by 

her woman. Montelion foon after heard the 

footman call'd to attend her ladylhip, and the Cha- 
riot drive from the door. «— . How would fortie 
hufbands have refented fuch ufage, even from the 
moft lovely of womankind \ yet Montelion bore it 
without any fliew of impatience from one endow'd 

3 with 
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with no charms to excite either love or refpeS ;« - 
his tamenefs, howerer, is not owing to any mean- 
nefs of fpirit in him, but rather to his good fenfe : 

»■■■ he does not care to have his domeftrc affairs 

become the^talkof the town, nor to come to an 
open rupture with the woman he has made his wife y. 
and having in vain cfiay'd all the means that pru- 
dence and good-nature could fuggeft, to bring her 
to a more reasonable way of thinking, he has at 
laft given over the attempt \ «—- ieems not to re- 
gard whatever fce does, but endeavours to lofe the 
thoughts of his private difquiets in the toils of 
public bufinefs. 

CHAP. II. 

Relates arrange infionce of bigotry qpd cnthuftafm 
in a par tnt. 

NOthing is fo defirable as religion, — - nothing 
is fo truly amiable as piety :— -what bleflings 
does it not diffufe to all who are within the reach 
of its influence ? — From it all other virtues are 
derived, and by it alone we are enabled to a<5t 
with vigour 5 — yet how often have we feen this 
heavenly quality perverted into its very oppofite 5 
and, from the fpirit of meeknefs, benevolence, 
mercy, charity, and univerfal love, become the 
fpirit of pride, contention, envy, hatred, and per- 
secution ! like the arch-angel, who ftanding 

jieareft to the throne of glory, precipitated himfelf 
into the loweft hell. 

Bigotry and fuperftition are the fureft engines 
which the fubtle enemy of mankind makes ufe^of 
for our deftru&ion $ — all other crimes carry their 
flings with them 3 confeience reproaches us for 
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doing amifs, and we fall not again into the like 
without extreme remorfe and fhame; but the man 
DofTefs'd of this, holy frenzy of the mind glories 
in his perfeverance, becaufe he looks upon it as the 
higheft virtue 

A gentleman, whom I fliall diflinguifli by the 
name of Flam in \o r had attained to the age of 50, 
without having been known to be guilty of any one 
thing which could call in queftion either his ho- 
nour, good nature, or good-fenfe j — he had lived 
carefs'd by his friends, refpe&ed by his acquaint- 
ance, and almoft adored by his tenants and depen- 
dants: — he had one fon and one daughter, and 
having loft his wife in bringing the latter into the 
world, he never ventured on a fecond, but laid out 
all his cares on the education o£thefe two. 

Adario, fof fo I (hall call the fon, having finifh'd 
his ftudies to the fatisfadtion of all thofe who had 
the charge of inftru&ing him, in order to com- 
plete the fine gentleman, was fent to make the 
tour of Europe, under the care of a difcreet and 
experienced governor. — Ifabinda, the daughter*,, 
remained at home with her father,, and being ex- 
tremely beautiful, and miftref of every accomplifh*- 
ment befitting her fex and rank, attracted the love - 
and admiration of as many as had opportunity to 
be witnefs of her perfections. 

Being fuch as I have defcribed, it may eafily be 
fuppofcd, that in a town like this, there were not 
few who'declared themfelves her lovers ; — Lyfimor 
was among the number of thofe who had the leaft 
to fear, and the moft to hope for, in his addreflls 
to her : — he had an agreeable perfon, was de- 
fcended of a good family, and was heir to an eftate 
adequate to his birth;— he had beenJellow-ftudent 

with. 
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with Adario ; and though being foir.e yeirs older, 
- he had left the Untverfity before him, ihey had al- 
ways kept up a correfpondence : — he w*.s intro- 
duced to the acquaintace of the fiftcr by the inti- 
macy he had with the brother, who fail'd not, be- 
fore he went abroad, to recommend his friend's 
pretentions to her in the ftrongeft terms. 

He it was, indeed, who alone had the power of 
pleafing her ; — her young heart prefemly diftin- 
guifhed him from all his rivals : but her modefty 
and difcretion would not permit her to give him 
any marks of a peculiar regard, till.authoriz'd to 
do fo by the perfon fhs had always been taught to 
confider as the fole difpofer of her fate. 

Lyfimor, who had alfo been brei in the rnofl: 
ftricl: obedience, made not his- court to Ifabinda 
without having firft communicated the paf&on he 
had for her to his father, and received his approba- 
tion : — the two old gentlemen had afterwards an 
interview on this occafion ; and Flaminio being 
perfectly fatisfied with the propofals made by the 
other, readily gave his con 'tent, on condition his 
daughter, whofe inclination he faid he would never 
go about to force, fhould have no objection to the 
match. 

The fame evening, as they were fitting together 
at fupper, Flaminio related to his daughter all that ' 
had pafs'd between him and the father of Lyfimor ; 
and added, that he look'd upon him as a very 
deferving young fellow ; — that his birth and for- 
tune were unexceptionable ; — and that if fhe ha4 
no averfion to his perfon, he fhould be heartily 
glad of an alliance with him. 

Ifabinda 
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Ifabinda blufli'd like the fuft juft peeping frtrtH » 
cloud, on hearing her father fpeak in this manner,., 
and could fcarce recover herfelf from the glad Aii 4 - 
p ize enough to tell him, that fince he was pleafect 
with fuch a anion, &e fhould be all obedience to* 
his will : — (he faid no more ; but the foft eon- 
fufion fhe wafc in, and the joy which (he could iitft 
reftrain from fparkling in her eyes, fufficiently tes- 
tified haw much her inclinations correfpondfcd with 

her duty. -* Well then, refuroed he, from this 

* time forward receive Lyfimor as the perfon bjr 
4 heaven and me ordain'd to be your hufband.' 

I leave it to my fair readers? to conceive what de- 
lightful images maft fill the mind of Ifabinda, after 
this fanftion to an affe&ion which hitherto (he had 
not dared to indulge, yet had it not in her ptrwer 
to fubdue ;— for my own part, tho' I was prefent 
during all the converfation fhe had with her father 
oft this head, I left the houfe when fhe rerir'd to* 
her chamber, which Ihe did more early than ordi- 
nary that night, I guefs, to have an opportunity: 
of giving a loofe to the tranfports of hfcr mind. 

As for Lyfimor, the joy he felt on being ac- 
quainted with What his father had. done for hi«v 
was very much allay'd by the perfe<3r ignoraftre be 
was in of having made any impreifion on the heart 
of his charming miftrefe ; — he went to vifit her 
the next day, hoping, yet trembling for the event 5 
but foon the lovely, maid put an end to hi* fiif- 
pence, by affuriftg him, that for his lake alone foe 
could refolve, without reluctance, on changing, 
her condition. 

Not only the lovers themfelves, . but both their 
parents alio feem'd equally impatient for the con- 
summation of thcfe nuptials ;— — a fhort day was 

appointed 
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appointed for the celebration ; — • the articles of 
fettlement and jointure were drawing up ; — new 
habits, new coached, new equipages, — ali necef- 
fary preparations were carrying on with the utrtiolt 
expedition, when lo ! — a fudden and unexpected 
ftorm bore down at once the pteafmg profpeft of 
their hopes, — for ever dafh'd their expefted joys^ 
and fpreai a lafting foene of defolation and de/paif. 
— H w vainly, alas, do we depend on mortal hap- 
pinefs ! — The gaudy bubble fleets before us likethfe 

wind, eludes our grafp, and mocks the idle 

chace, — as Sir Robert Howard juftly expreffes it, 

Short is th' uncertain reiga and pomp of mortal pride r 

New turns and changes ev'ty day 
Are of inconftant Chance the conflant arts ; . 

Soon (he gives, foon takes away, 
She comes, embraces, naufeates you, and parts* 

Flaminio, from being the moft chearful, good- 
natur'd man that could be of his age, became all 
at once transform^ into the moft fullen, gloomy, 
and difcohtented 5 — from expreffing the utmoft 
eagernefs. for his daughter's wedding, he now ap r 
pear'd wholly negligent of every thing relating to 
it i — *wtoen the fathef of Lyfimor, and the lawycf 
employ 'd to draw the marriage writings, went to 
his houfe, he order'd his fervants to fay he Was 
from home ;*— made feveral tradefmen carry back 
the things he had befpoke for the folemnity ; — . 
and, in fine, put an entire Itop to all he had been 
fo folicittous in forwarding. 

The father of Lyfimor began to think himfelf 
affronted by this proceeding ; and both the lovers 
were amazed and troubled beyond defcription at it; 
but tbo« the young gentleman came once or twice- 
every day to vifit his dear miftrefs, Flaminio fo> 
carefully avoided his prefence, that- he could get n£ 

ogpor- 
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opportunity of complaining to him, and Ifabuid* 
was too much terrified by the unulual aufterity of 
his looks to have the courage to open her lips to 
him on this fcore. 

She was one afternoon alone in the fore-parlour,, 
waiting the approach of Lyfimor, when her father* 

Vho was in a back room, call'd her to him ; -. . 

flie jrnmediately obeyed, and on her entrance was 
accofted by him in this manner : 

Flamimo. c Well, Ifabinda, I fuppofe you ex- 
4 peel: Lyfimor here prefently ?' 

Ifalinda. c Yes, Sir, it is near the hour 

*■ when he generally vifits me/ 

Flaminia. ' His company may be fpared at this 

* time ; I have fbmethipg to fay to you, and 

« would not be interrupted : I have therefore 

4 given orders to the fervants to telLhirn, when he 
*• comes, that you are gone abroad/ 

Ifabinda. « He will icarce believe that* becaufe 
4 1 promifed to take a walk with him in the Mall 
c after tea j but if you require my attendance, I 
« will difmifs him the moment he comes/ 

Flaminio. c No, it fhall be as 1 have faid ; '—• — 
c if you marry him, you will have opportunities 

* enough to fee each other; and if you do not, 

* it will be beft for you not to have fettled your 

* affeclions upon him/ 

Ifabinda. * Sir, 1 fhould never have entertainM 
« the leaft thoughts of marrying either him or any 
« other man, without having firfl: received your 
c commands to do fo/ 

Flaihinio. ' However that may be, events we 
« think moft near i.re often the fartheft fiom be- 
« ing accomplifh'd j and for that reafon a young 
« maid ought never to difpofe of her heart tril it is 
« accompany'd by her hand.' 

Ifabinda* 
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Ifabinda. ' I hope, Sir, that Lyfimor has done 

* nothing to forfeit the good-will you once had 

* for him.' , 

'< Flaminio. * No, no, I have nothing to fay 

* againft the young gentleman j — and (hould ftill 

* approve of him for a fon in-law -> — but — ' 

Ijabinda. « But what ? 1 befeech you, Sir, 

* keep me nor on a rack more cruel than death.* 

Flaminio. * I am lorry to fee you fo much con- 
c cern'd on his account \ — I hoped to have found 
' you more indifferent \ but, fince your inclina- 
' tions are fo deeply engag'd, wiih from my foul 
' there was a poftibility for your union.' . 
Ifabinda. * Ah, Sir, what prevents it ! ' 
FLm'tnio. « A father's everiafling happinefs or 
* mifery." 



» _ 



Thefe words, the emphafis with which he ut- 
ter'd them, and the horror that appeared in his 
countenance, frighted the poor joung lady almoft 
into fits ;-- fhe ftarted,— trembled, ---and notable 
to comprehend the meaning of what fhe heard, 
the molt terrible ideas came into her min J, which 
made her rather dread than wiih an explanation. 

She flood pale as a ghoft, and motiontefs as a 
ftacue, while her father, greatly agitated, walked 
backwards ar\d forwards in the room with irregular 
and diiorder'd fteps : — - both rcmain'd fpcechlefs 
for fome time ; -~ at laft, — ' I cannot as yet, 

* faid he, bring myfelf to relieve the fufpence 1 fee 

* you in, but will do it foon ; retire there - 

4 fore, my dear Ifabinda, to your chamber, con- 

* tinued he with a deep figh, and invoke the Al- 

* mighty Difyenfer of bleflings to give you that 

* compofure of mind, which can alone enable you 
c to fupport chearfuliy whatever fate he is plcafed 

* to ordain for you.' 
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She went to her chamber as commanded ; but 
whether to pray or weep I will not pretend to in- 
form my readers : I remained with Flaminio while 
he ftaid below, which was not long, then followed 
him up to his clofet, where he £hut bimfelf in f 
pulling the door Co hailily after him tbat I had not 
time to enter ; but peeping thro* the key-hoje, I 
faw he had thrown himfelf proftrate on the floor, 
and with his hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, 
feemed very earned in devotion ; — I left him in 
this pofture, and return'd home much furpiifed at 
what I had feen and heard. 

Impatient^ however, to get fome farther light 
into an affair which at prefect appeared to mytte- 
rious to me, I went the next morning to Flaminio's 
houfe y — I enter'd Ifabinda's chamber with a fer- 
vant who was carrying in a djfe of chocolate :■ f ■ ■ 
that unhappy lady was fitting leaning her elbow.on 
a table and her head upon her hand, her eyes red 
with the late fallen tears, and all fymptores of de- 
fpair and grief about her ; — bu,t nothing being to 
be learnt here, I went in fearch of Flaminio, whom 
I found in his dreffing-room j — he was in a mufing 
pofture, but had a countenance much more ferene 
than the day before: — I had not been many 
minutes with him before he rung his bell for a 
footman, whom he order'd to fetch Ifabinda to 
him ; — ihe prefently came, and I was witnefs of 
the following extraordinary dialogue : 

Flaminio. € Sit down, my child j — I was to 

< blame to leave you in the perplexity I did lad 
« night; but it was occaiion'd only by my too 
« great tendernefs ; — I could not eafily refolve to 

< tell you a thing which I fear'd would make you 
* wifli I had loy'd you lefs/ 

Ifabinda. 
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Xfabinda. ' Sir, I have always look'd upon your 
paternal affe&ion.to me as thegreateft bleffingof 
my life.' 

Flamimo. ' I believe you have ; and I had 
never any caufe to think you did not return that 
affection with an adequate proportion of filial 
love and duty.' 

Ifabinda. < I flatter jnyfelf, fir, that no one of 
my actions has ever ihewn the contrary/ 
Flaminia. « None, indeed, my deareft child : 
— I ought not therefore to have doubted of your 
ready compliance in a thing on which my foul's 
eternal peace depends. — 1 ell me, my Ifabinda, 
would you not willingly forego a trifling fatis- 
fadion to infur^ your father's happinefs both 
here and hereafter :" 

Ifabinda. « I fhould elfe, fir, be unworthy of 
the goodnefs you have (hewn me,* 
Flaminio. * Well then, my deareft Ifabinda, I 
will no longer hefitate to make thee the confi- 
dante of a lecret which hitherto has never efcap'd 
my own bofom : — it is a ftory will very much 
furprife thee; — but fee thou mark me well, and 
be attentive to every particular.' 
Ifabinda. * You may be certain, fir, I will be 
fo.' 

Flaminio. * Know then, that going into the 
country to take pofleflion^of that eitate which 
you have heard devolved on me by the death 
of my uncle, I fell into the acquaintance of 
a young lady in the neighbourhood, called Har- 
riot \ — (he was handfome, — I had a heart en- 
tirely free, and I becajne, as I then thought, vio- 
lently in love with her ; but marriage being a 
thing of too ferious a nature to be agreeable to 
my inclinations at that time, the addreffes I 
made to her were extremely private : — fuch as 
they were, however, they fucceeded but too 

« well } 
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* well j and, on my promifing to make her_ my 

* wife, obtain'd all the gratifications my pafFion 

* could require. 

4 Having finifh'd the bufinefs which had brought 
4 me thither, I fet out foon after on my return to 
4 London : — Harriot took leave of me without 

* much regret, being to follow in a few days, with 

* her father and the whole family, the winter fea-i 
4 fon coming on :— -on her arrival fhe fent me im- 
4 mediate notice, and I provided a proper place for 
c our private interviews, which were not feldom* 

* my amorous defires being yet unfatiated. 

* Perhaps her youth, beauty, and the extreme 
c tendernefs fhe had for me, might hive engaged 
4 me for a much longer time, had not the charms 

* of your dear mother render'd all thofe of the 
*' whole fex befides contemptible in my eyes : I, 

* ador'd her from the firft moment I beheld her j 

* — the flame fhe infpir'd me with was widely, 
4 different from what I had ever felt before ; mar* 

* riage was no more a bugbear to me $ — - on the 

* contrary, I languifh'dto be link'd in thofe bonds, 

* with a perfon of fuch diftinguifh'd merit, and 

* the means of attaining that felicity engrofs'd all 
4 my thoughts. 

4 I now made a thoufand excufes to avoid meet* 
4 ing poor Harriot ; and when her repeated follici- 
4 tations drew me ibmetimes to her, my behaviour 
4 was fo cool, fo chang'd from what it was, that 
4 fhe could not but fee into the caufe ;---fhe grew 
4 jccJous, inquifitive, and foon dffcover'd my ho- 
4 nourable attachment. 

4 Tears, reproaches, and complaints, now fur* 
4 nifh'd me with a pretence to quarrel ; ---I told 
4 her I would fee her no more, and indeed (he put 
4 it out of my power to break my word - y for in 
4 three days after we had parted in this manner fhe 
4 died,— not without iome fufpicion of poifon, as 

3 4 I have 
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I have heard it whifper'd j — but whether fhc 
had recourfe, in reality, to any fuch defperate 
method to rid her of a life {he was grown weary 
of, or whether grief alone did the work of fate, 
I know not ; but am too certain, however that 
might be, my ingratitude was the cruel caufe, 
though fhe was too generous ever to declare it, 
and not one of all her numerous kindred x>r ac- 
quaintance had the leaft intimation of the inter- 
courfe between us. 

4 The (hock I felt on the firft intelligence of this 
fad cataftrophe is inconceivable, and would doubt- 
lefs have made a lading impreffion on me, if the 
progrefs I every day made in my court (hip to the 
objecl: of my virtuous affection, — the gaining 
her confent to be mine^ — our marriage, and the 
hurry of pleafures attending that folemnity, had 
not too much taken up my heart to leave room 
for any other fenfations than thofe of joy and 
tranfport. 

c Events once obliterated from the mind, by 
others of greater confequence to our happinefs, 
feldom or never recur to it again : — a long fuc- 
ceflion of years pafs'd over without any remem- 
brance of the unfortunate Harriot; and it is but 
very lately that the thoughts of her have begun 
to trouble my repofe. ' . 

* But Heaven would not fuffer me to be always 
dead to a juft fenfibility of the crime I had been 
guilty of. — Not many nights ago, whether 
fleeping or awake I cannot pretend to be pofi.- 
tive, 1 faw, at leaft I thought I faw* that injur'J 
woman ftand by my bed-fide :— I heard her 
too, with a voice hollow, yet fonorous as an 
echo, bid me repent, and atone for my paft 
tranfgrefiion. — * How ffiall I atone?' cry'd I. 
—Devote to heaven the deareft thing you have 
Vol. I. F « 09 
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on earth,' reply'd the phantom, and in that in* 
ftant vanifh'd from my fight. 
* Itisnotpoffibleforfrietoexprefs, much Ms for 
you to conceive, the horrors I fuftained after 
this amazing dream, or apparition, I know not 
which to call it ; but am fince convinced it was 
no other than my guardian angel, who, under 
the form of Harriot, inftru&ed me how to aton$. 
for my crime: —and fhould I negleft or difo- 
bey his admonition, it would more than double 
my tranfgreffion, and fink my foul down to the 
loweft hell. — « Devote to heaven the deareft 
thing thou haft on earth,' the vifion faid. — 
Now what have 1 on earth that is truly dear 
to me, except your brother and yourfelf ? — I 
have examin'd well my heart, and find that of 
the two you fit nearer there ; it is you there- 
fore, my Ifabinda, that are orJained to be the fa- ' 
crifice; — and, like faithful Abraham, I muft 
fubmit to lay my darling on the altar.' 
Ifabinda. * Oh. fir, you will not kill me V 
Flaminio. € Kill thee, my child ! ratherwould 
« I fuffer this flefh of mine to be torn with burning 
« pincers, — every limb diflocated, — my breaft 

* laid open, and my panting heart expofed to pub- 
« lie view, than hurt the fmalleft part of thy dear" 
« precious frame : — no, — I mean to prefent thee 
« a living faewfice on the altar of piety : — to con- 
« fecrate thee to the fervice of heaven, and to make 

* thee, while on earth, a companion for the faints 
« above : — in fine, my Ifabinda, you muft be a 

* nun.* 

Ifabinda. * A nun, — oh heavens !' — 

This poor young lady feem'd no Jefs terrified 
with the word Nun than fhe had been with that of 
Sacrifice — but all I can fay is, not all the obedience 
Ifabinda had hitherto been pra&ifed in, nor all her 

father'* 
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-fethet-s authority, abr the arguments he urged, 
l«0uM -either rcconcilehferto (the way of life heen- 

jofoM, <or oblige her to ffabmit to it *with any de- 
• gree of willingwefs ; and her tears and intreaties 
-being equally in vain to make him recede from the 

refoluttofi he had taken, he difmifs'd her from his 

prefence, telling her, in a very angry tone, that 
' he had now done with perfuafion*,- and fhouW take 
. meajfare® to bring her to her duty, More becoming 

hi& charader-as 4 father* • " 

c H A P. III. 

i 

The author finds ^tW with an infinite deal of diffi- 
<ulty^ to make a difcovery of fome part of the un- 
happy coifequences which immediately attended the 
cruel refolution Flaminio had taken in regard to his 
daughter. 

I HAD never yet attempted to fee how Lyfimor 
brook'd the Jate delays Which had been given to 
his intended nuptials, fo now took it into my head 

. to go :— afervant, who was carrying* out a wig- 
box, gave me an opportunity of flipping into the 
houfe.— A found the old gentleman with a letter 

- in his hand, which feem'd to excite in him very 
great emotions ; — but as he had juft finilhM the 

. perufal as I enter'd the room, and Was putting ft 
into his pocket, I could not poffibjy know any 
thing of the contents: I was -not, however, long 
unfatisfied : — Lyfimor was return'd from a morn- 
ing-walk he had been taking, and enter'd a few 
moments after: — he appeard in little better 
humour than his father, and, when he had paid 
the ufual fakt#ion, fpoke in this maimer : 

F * Lyfimor. 
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Lyfimsr. f Certainly, fir, fomething yery c*- 
« traordinary mud have happened to occafion this 
« fudden, change both in JFlaminio and his daugh- 

* ten— I have been to enquire of her health this 
' morning, after being, difappointed of feeing her 
« laft night, and have a fecond time been, denyfd 
« fccefs. . i ' . i 

father* 4 I could have told you that, if I had 

* known you had been there ; — I have juft receiy*4 

* a letter from tlamiaio s — fee what the old, cox- 
« comb writes/ 

With thefe words he drew the letter The had been 
reading from his pocket, and threw it on a table;— -• 
Lyfimor fnatch'd it up with the greateft eagernefs, 
and found the contents as follow : 

« SIR, - ^ 

4 AN over-ruling fate deprives me of the ho- 

* nour of your alliance, and difpofes of my daiigh- 

* ter in a different manner from what I once in- 
« tended ; — I muft therefore intreat your, fon will 
« make no future vifits at my houfe, nor take any 
< fteps to traverfe thofe defigns which I am oblig'd 
« to purfue in relation to Ifabinda. — As for your- 
••felf, fir, I hope you'll impute this alteration in 
« my conduct to what it really is,— -an unavoid- 
« able neceffity, and not to want of refpe& in him, 
« who in all things elfe would readily fubfcribe 
« himfelf, Sir, 

* Your mod obedient fervant, 

« Flaminio. 9 

Surprife and refentment now feemed to ftrive 
which fhould be moft predominant in the counte- 
nance of Lyfimor ; he ftampt, — bit his lips, 

— paufed a while, then fpoke. 

Lyfmor, 



THfc INVISIBLE SfrYV iob 

■ Lyftmor. * This muft be madnefs j— no mao 

* in his fenfes could pofEbly aft thus.— What I— 
' after expreffing the higheft fatisfaftion in the ii*- 
€ tended union between our families, — - after the 
c warmeft profemons of refpeft to you* fir, and of 
c love to me, to affront both in fo grofs a manner,. 
c without the leaft caufe given on our part! — 
c 'tis unaccountable,-— -'tis monftrous ;— — but 

* I cannot think Ifabinda {hares in her father'* 

* frenzy.' 

Father. « Whatever (he does,, it behoves you 
' not to think on her at all : — 'fooner would i have 
4 my family extinft, and my name perifh to eter- 

* nity, than have a branch of that ftem grafted on 

* a tree of mine ; --- and I fhouid be forry to find 
€ you mean*fpirited enough to retain a wiih that 

* way/ 

• What reply .Lyfimor would have made T know 
not, for the old gentleman was call'd haftilyout of 
the parlour to one who waited for him in another 
room. — Lyfimor, when alone, fell into a deep 
rnufing,--- in which be figh'd and frown'd alter* 
nately, and feem'd divided between love and re- 
fetment; — but whatever his thoughts were, he 
bad no opportunity of indulging them >— a fer-r 
vant pre fen ted him with a letter, which he faid* 
was brought by a porter, who defired it might be 

?;iven into his own hands, and waited for an an* 
wer. Lyfimor no fooner faw the character on the- 
fu per fc rip ti on r than the late palenefs in his cheeks 
was converted into the molt lively red ; he broke 
the feal with trembling impatience, and found- it: 
contain'd thefe lines: v 

€ Dear Sir, 
* MY father, in an unaccountable caprice^ 

* tears me from your arms, and i* refolved to- 

* x maktt- 
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* make me a nun, or rather a mattyr of roe. — 
4 Prayers and tears are ineffectual to move htm 
4 from his purpofe $ — • I have tried both in vain, 
4 and it is by flight alone I can avoid a fate more 
c dreadful to me than all I can fijffer by ajbandon- 
s ing his protection : — if you have companion,—- 

4 I muft not now fay love, — affift me in my ■ 
4 efcape. — I have made no intimacies,— have no 
4 confidantes on whom I dare cely in this dift rafting • 
4 exigence, and there remain not four and twenty 
4 hours between me and the impoffibility of avert- 
4 ing the doom that threatens me :— I am at pre- ' 
€ fent a clofe prifoner in my chamber; aad t<pr * 
€ morrow, early in the morning, am to take coach 
€ for Dover, thence to embark for Dunkirk, under 
c the care of a perfon whofe vigilance: I cawmt ' 
4 hope to elude, and who is not to quit my. fight - 
4 one moment, till I am, beyond redemption, 

* lodged Within the walls of a coAvent.— A; girl 
4 lately taken into the houfe, pitying my dil&refs, 
4 has promifed to get this conveyed to you, and 
4 aifo to greafe the hinges of the ttreet-door, that 
4 I may go out with lefs noife when the family are 
4 all in bed, which I believe will be pretty early, 
4 as my father is too much out of humour to fee 
4 any company : — if you will take upon you the: 
4 ' trouble to wait for me at the end of our ftreet, 
4 next the fquare, between the hours of twelve and 
4 one, and conduct me to fome place where I may- 
4 be fecreted till the fearch, which doubtlefs will; be 
4 made after me, is over, 1 fhall endeavour to earn 
*• a fubfiftence by fuch ways as I am. capable of,/ 
4 and fortune fhall prefenr*. — If you ever truly, 
4 loved me, you will not think this requeft too:. 

* prefuming, but rather be forry for the fad acci- 
4 dent that compels me to make it. — I. beg a line, 
4 in anfwer to this^mayinform me what I have to 

4 depend 
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( depend upon from your good-nature, and what 

* hope remains for the forlorn and moil wretched 

* IsABINDA.' 

The lover appeared extremely touch'd with this 
melancholy epiftle; and when he had finifh'd, 
threw his arms acrofs his breaft, and cry'd out, 

* Poor Jfabinda, — what daemon has taken poflef- 

* fionof her father's brain !— -but I fhould be even 

* yet more cruel to refufe the affiftance fhe irrt- 

« plores. — No, — - love, honour, and generofity » 

* forbid it I — whatever fhall be the confequence, 
c I muft* — I will defend her from the fate {he 

* dreads. 9 — He then call'd his footman, and bid 
him order the perfon who had brought this letter to 
wait for an anfwer at fome diftance from the houfe, 
left his father fhould happen to fee him, and be m- 
quifitive from whom, and on what bufinefs he 
came. Having given thefe inftru&ions, he ran 
haftily up into his chamber, where I follow'd, and 
faw him fit down to his bureau, and write in thcfe 
terms: 

To Isabinda. 

€ My for ever dear Isabinda,, 
' c WHATEVER are my fafferings in this 

* unexpected turn of our affairs, I cannot be wholly 
« unhappy while L know you have had no part in 

* the inflicting them. — Why do you unkindly 
' make that- a requeft, which you ought to be 

* convinced you might command from my affec- 
€ tidn»? — I have, devoted myfelf entirelyto your 

* fervice; and no change of circumftanqes can 
4 ever make me withdraw a heart attracted by lb 

* much beauty, and confirm'd in itt choice by fo 
« much merit.-— Yes, my charming Ifabinda, I 

* am unalterably yours ; and you may depend up* 

* on my love and honour for every thing you ei- 

F 4 « ther 
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* therdo, or fhall hereafter ftand in need of:— 

* I (hall employ this day in procuring a proper 
, * place for your reception ; and fhall anticipate the 

€ hours you mention to watch for your enlarge- 
4 ment, which I pray heaven to facilitate, and 

* bring you fafe to the arms of, my dear Ifabinda, 

* your faithful and moft conftant 

4 Lysimor/ 

He had but juft difpatched this when his father 
came into the room, and with a voice and airvaftly 
different from what he had a few minutes before 
affumed, fpoke to him in thefe terms : 

Father. 4 I believe, fon, I hav$ interrupted your 
4 dreffing ; — hut no matter, •— I bring you news 

* to confole you for the lofs of your late miftrefs 5 

* — rny old friend, Mr. Countwell, the banker, 

* has been with me : — his fair charge, Emilia, 

* comes to town next week, and he has offered, 

* for a fmall premium, to make up a match be- 

* tween you ; — he aflures me fhe is a moft lovely 

* young creature, is entirely independent of any 
' one, and has twenty thoufand pounds in her 

* pocket, which is more than double the fortune 
( you would have had with the daughter of that 
r fool Flaminio.' 

' Lyftmor. 4 I am greatly indebted to your good- 
c nefs, fir, and to the confideration Mr # Courit- 
4 well has of me j but, fir, you know I have long 
4 lov'd Ifabinda, and you muft give my heart fome 
4 time to wean itfelf from its former attachment/ 

Father* 4 Pfhaw, one woman, like one nail, 
4 will drive out the thoughts of another ; — your 
4 heart muft be ftrangely ftupified, if it does not 
4 dance to the mufic of twenty thoufand pounds : 
4 remember, fon, the eft ate you are to enjoy at 
4 my deccafe does not amount to quite lixteen 

4 hundred 
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* hundred pounds per annum ;• and that I hav© 

* been obliged to mortgage fome.part of it, to dif* 
*■ charge, the debts your extravagant elder brother 
« contracted before he, died : — Emilia'-s fortune: 

* will retrieve alL— Well, the breaking off your 

* match with Ifabinda is the moil lucky thing that: 
*■ could have happened/ 

' Lyfimor. * But, fir, we cannot be Aire the youngs 
* *■ lady will approve my fait/ 

Father. € Mr. Countwell will manage that*; he 

* is a fhrewd man,, he knows what he does,- and; 
« will undertake nothing without performing it ::- 
«•— you- have only to fay a few fine things to> 
c * Emilia,. which you know well enough how to do* 
** when once you get Ifabinda out of your head.' 

Lyjimor^ * Sir, I fhall ufe my beft endeavour*; 

* to obey you in every thing/ 

Father. « That is well faid : — I want noobe- 

* dience but what is for your, own intereft,and; 
** will leave you to reflect how many charms there. 
*are in twenty thoufand pounds ; and then you * 
** will fall in love with the fortune, whether ever 
€k you do.fo with theJady or not/ 

.- This converfation being ended, I recollected i 
that I had fome affairs of my own todifpatch, and 
began to think of retiring^ but was prevented by 
Lyfimor,. who- walking in a continued and very 
hafty motion about the room, obliged me to keep > 
clofc in the corner where I had placed myfelf, and* 
.not venture to ftir< left he fhould rufh againft me,. 
•—At firftl was a little vexed at this confinement; . 
but afterwards rejoiced. heartily at it, as it gave; 
me an opportunity of making a difcovery,, which > 
otherwife, perhaps, I ihould have found much* 
more difficult to attain. . 

Lyfimor, after ruminating for a . coniiclerable 
time, rung^ the bell forhis footman^ who*. on his* 
E5; entrance*, 
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entrance, received: fbt his fir ft command to feut 
the door : — - that done, he made no Couple to 
inform the fellow, who I foon found was in all his 
fecrets, of the concern he was in for Ifabinda ; 
the promife he had- given of taking- her under his 
protection ; and the vexation he was in to find a 
proper lodging for her, fo that his father might* 
not fufpeefc-he had any hand in herefcape, nor 
her own be able to difcover where flic was con- 
cealed. 

Tor this the man, after a pretty long ptfufe^ re- 
plied, — that he had a fifter who was a widow, and 
lived in a very remote and obfeure part' of the 
town ; -— that her houfe was clean, tho' fmall 5— - 
that her family confided only of herfelf, an infant 
fucking at her breaft, and a country gir) who did' 
the bufinefs of a fervant ;--- and added, that if the 
lady could content herfelf with fo mean an abode, 
he was : certain {he might remain there concealed 
as long as flie fhould think fit. 

Lyfimor feem'd overjoy'd at this propofal, and 
bid him go dire&ly to his fifter, apprife her of the 
affair as far as it was necefTary* and give her a 
ftri£t charge to prepare every thing in as decent a 
manner as flie could for the reception of her fair 

Srncft. The fellow went to execute his commif- 
ion, and I Rid foftly round the room till I got to 
the door and followed him, but not to the place 
Where he was going ; for having already found, by 
thedifcourfe he had with his matter* the name and' 
fituation of the ftreet, I had no bufineft to take fo 
long a walk, till fomething m6re material excited- 
my curiofrty; ' 

Lyfimor hrm'felT, however^ was not*more punc- 
tual to the- time appointed by Ifabinda than I was 

•• ■ to 
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to know the iffue of this adventure : it wanted fome 
minutes of twelve when I arrived at the corner of 
the fquare, and had but juft polled myfelf under a 
lamp, when I faw Lyfimor come muffled up in his 
cloak,, and attended by his fervant. We had not 
waited above a quarter of an hour before we faw 
Ifabinda fteal out of her father's houfe, with a 
bundle under her arm almoft as big as herfelf : — 
Lyfimor, perceiving how flie was loaded, made his 
man haften to eafe her of it ; after which (he rather 
flew than ran into the arms of her deliverer ; foe 
fo fhe called him, — adding, —< Oh can you 

* pardon the trouble I have given you ?' To 

which he replied^ * Call not that a trouble 

4 which I (hail always look upon as the greateft 
4 happinefs of my life/ I could hear diftinclly 
little more of what they faid to each other, the 
footman being between us : — they walk'd very faft 
through the fquare, and down a (treet which turn'd 
from it, where a hackney-coach waited to receive 
them, and as foon as they were entered, drove 
away with all imaginable fpeed: — I had neither 
the will nor the power to purfue them, fo rcturn'd 
home to reflect at leifure on the paffages I had been 
witnefs of, 

CHAP. IV, 

Contains fome more inter e fling particulars of this 

* adventure, and Jhews that people by flying from 
one thing which they think would he a misfortune, 
often run ' into others of a nature more to bo 

* dreaded. 

MUCH as I had condemned Flaminio for his 
bigoted fuperftition, I could not wholly 
abfolve Ifabinda for the ftep (he had taken j I won- 
F6 der'd 
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der'd not that flic was fearful of being forced into ft 
flate of life which few ladies of her years would 
chufe; — but I wonderM that fhe was not alfo 
fearful of putting herfelf into the power of a man 
who loved her, and whom fhe paffionately loved: 
-— Ihe muft certainly either not have confidered the 
dangers to which (he might be expofed, or have 
depended too much on the ftrength of her own 
virtue, Befides, fhe could not be fo ignorant as 
not to know that no woman can be made a nun, 
any more than (he can be made a wife, again ft her 
will j and a lefs Qi are of courage than fhe (hewed 
in this midnight elopement, would have enabled 
her, on her entrance within the walls of the con- 
vent, to declare fhe had neither call nor inclination 
to receive the veil ; on which neither the abbefs 
nor the bifhop of the diocefs could have con fen ted 
to her ad million into holy orders. It is true, that 
her father might have confined her there a penfioner 
as long as he thought fit ; but as this would not 
have anfwer\J his end in devoting her to the fer- 
vice of the church* by way of propitiation for his 
offences, there is no doubt to be made but that he 
would fhortly have recalled her home ; — and, per- 
hap* too, been convinced of his folly in attempting 
a thing fo abfurd in itfelf, as well as cruel to his 
daughter. 

I am fenfible, that many of my fair young rea- 
ders will be apt to quarrel with me for my ani- 
madversions on Ifabinda's condutSr. in this point,, 
and ciy out, — if they were in her place they 
would do the fame : — it is very likely,' indeed, 
that they would do fo, and full as likely that they 
would meet with fomething to make them heartily 
■lepentof their inadvertency. There are others again, 
.who will fay, — that they can have no companion 
for whatever misfortunes may befal a girl who thua 

, jafhly 
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Taflily throws herfelf under the prote&ibn of a man 
not akin to her ; but I believe the number of thofe 
who are fo hard-hearted will be very few, except 
fome profeft prudes, who exclaim violently again ft 
the leaft mifconduft in public, yet make no fcruple 
of giving themfelves the greateft loofe in private. 

But to return to the melancholy detail I am now 
upon .-—Having little to do with my time the next 
morning, I went to the houfe where I knew Ifa- 
binda was placed for (belter from her father's power; 
— I gain'd an eafy accefs, the door being open, as 
is generally the cuftom in mean houfes : ■ on my 
going up ftairs, I found the unhappy beauty fitting 
in a very penfive pofturc, leaning her head againft 
the corner of a cupboard, which 1 fiippofe ferved 
her for a larder ; for I faw a fmall flice of butter 
and the remains of a halfpenny roll lying : frequent 
(ighs iflued from her breaft, and. fome tears fell.— 
Strange indeed would it have been, if a young lady, 
bred up jn all the delicacies of life, could have worn 
a chearful countenance in fuch a change of fitua- 
tion 5 — though, as the fellow had told his mafter, 
the room and all the furniture it contained was ex- 
tremely clean, and (hewed the houfewifery of the" 
owner j yet nothing could have more the face of 
poverty. 

She feemed buried, as it were, in a profound con* 
templation, when the* found of fomebody coming- 
up the ftairs, made her raife her head a little, pro- 
bably gueffing from whom it proceeded.— Lyfimor 
prefently appeared, and, on fight of him, a dawn- 4 
of joy overfpread her face: — he ran to her, em- 
braced her, and faid the mod tender things, in- 
termixed with fome expreffions of concern, that • 
the neceffity of her being concealed,^ left him not 
the power of providing a place for her more fuh> 

able 
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able to her merit and his afFedion ; — (he could- 
not now refrain her tears from flowing, which oo-. 
cafion'd the following difcourfe ; 

Jfabinda. * Ah, Lyfimor, I beg you will notr 
« talk to me in this manner ; but rather ufe aH , 

* your rhetoric to affift my weak endeavours to 

* fuit hw humour tomy condition ; — to be cafy, 
> Imuft forget what I have been, and wifh. to boj 
- • no more than what I am/ 

Lyfmor. ( You never can be other than the mo&f 

* charming and moft worthy of your fex.' 
Jfabinda. * Alas, I have no longer any pretence: ' 

< to compliments like thefe ; — I have now, as 

* the poet teys, 

No name, no family to call my own, 
But am an out-caft, and a vagabond* 

• As fuch Trnuft hereafter live j and that I 

« may lofe all remembrance of my former ftate, I 

* have brought away my jewels and beft apparel, 
«• for no other end than to difpofe of them, and 

* purchafe others more conformable to my future 
« circumftances.' 

Lyfimor. * Torture not thus a heart to which. 
«• you are dearer than the vital blood that gives it 
4 motion i— Can youbelieve I would fuffer you to- 
€ part with any of thofe appendixes to your birth. 

* and rank?— No, — I would rather add to them.. 
*- Do you not know- that my whole fortune is at 
*• your devotion V 

Jfabinda. « Imuft not* Sir, accept it.* 
Lyfimor. * Why not accept it, too fcrupulou* 
«' Ifabinda ? — But if you are above receiving the 
€ tribute of a lov^r, command whatever you may 
c have occafion for on the fcore of a brother ; — , 
€ * my dear Adario, I know, will readily difoharge* 
•' the obligation.' 

JfaUndt* 
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fcy Ifabhub*- * I am furc he wiH-j and on that con- 
dition, if Providence prefents no other way for 
my fuppoct, I will not refofeyour generous offer/ 
i Lyfimsr. 4 Think then no more of fubmitting to 
>»any thing unworthy of your chara&er j — I flat- 
tier ray feif our misfortunes are not of long con- 
ptiiuianee ; — that your father will repent him of 
his cruel resolution, and. mine forget the affront 1 
Fer'd to his family* and we may yet be happy/' 
\fMnda, * I dare not entertain a hope fo diC** 
it/ 
pjfomn • You know not how prophetic my 
j>affton may prove ; — in the mean time I (honk*, 
be glad, methinlcs, to be made acquainted witlv 
the motive that has caufed this fudden revolu- 

* tion in our fate/ 

I/Mfkhi ' Tbo' I am' loth to expofe the fecretsy 
c I might fey the follies of a father,— ^yet 1 can-* 

* not refuft you** 

Perceiving- now that fte was- preparing herfdf to* 
make a detail of thofe particulars I had ; heard be- 
fore, and in a preceding chapter have communi- 
cated to the reader, I would not flay to hear a fe- 
cond repetition, but came away, and left the lover* 
together for that time. From thence I went to the 
houfe of Flaminio, where I found, as I expe6led r . 
every thing in diftra&ion ; — mefiengera running- 
backwards and forwards, — fome returning from ■ 
their ffuitlefs fearch of Ifabinda, — others going to 
places where they had not- before been fent ;«-~-ant$ 
the- old gentleman bimfeif fo overcome with rage- 
and -grief, that 1 he was fcarce capable of giving the* 
neceflary orders for what he moft'defired. 

Some other adventures, which I flnrH* hereafter 
publifh, then falling in my way, I had no leifure 
to make a fecond vifit to Ifabinda for the fpace of 

near 
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near three weeks ; -but how (hall I exprefs my 

concern for that unfortunate young lady, when'onr 
rny going thither, I found her in thejnanner I did y 
and that all the apprebenfions I had been in on 
her account had but too folid a foundation f When' 
wild defire prefides over the heart of. man, what ifr 

hjs boafted honour ?— what his virtue I what 

his regard for the happinefs and reputation of the- 
woman he pretends to love ? ■ All fiiadowy no- 
things — vain ideas, which, like the Sybil'* words- 
wrote on the leaves of trees, are blown off and- 
fcatter'd through the air with every guft of paffion- 
But to proceed i 

. No obftru&ion being in my way, I paf&M di— 
redly up to Ifabinda's chamber ; but finding the' 
4oor faft lock'd, began to imagine {he was either- 
renioved, or had ventured out to take the air, and* 
was going down again, when I was prevented by* 
the murmuring found of perfons talking within. — - 
I then put my ear dole to the key-hole, and eafily 
knew the voices to be thofe of Lyfimor and Ifa— 
bjndaj on which I refolved to wait till the door 
ihould be opened, and in about three or four mi- 
nutes after the woman of the houfe came up with* 
two difhes of chocolate and fome bifcuitS: on at 
plate 5 — {he had the key in her pocket, and imme- 
diately gave entrance to me as well as herfelf. It 
was now more than paft mid-day, yet Ifabinda had. 

npt left her bed; Lyfimor was fitting on the. 

fide of it as lately rifen, having both his feet on a 
chair, without either {hoes or flippers :— — I was a* 
liftle furprifed at feeing him in this pofture, till the 
chocolate being ferved, he faid to the woman,, 

Lyfimor. c Has Jfeffery prepared my boots, as L 
«• direfted laft night f ! 

Woman. 
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Woman. * Yes, an pleafe your honour— -he 
c has (o befplafh'd them, and made the horfe's 
c heels fo dirty, that one would fwear they had 
c .come a journey of twenty miles this morning/ 

Lyfimor. ' That's right, it would have been 

* ridiculous, after telling my father that I was 
€ gone a hunting, to have come home as clean as 
c out of a lady's bed-chamber :— but go> and 

* bid Jeffery bring the boots.* 

Lyfimor fpoke this with a very gay air; but 
Ifabinda hung down her head, and on the fellow's 
coming in, hid her face behind the curtain, nor ut- 
tered a fyllable while he was in the room, which 
was no longer than to equip his mafter for depar- 
ture. .Lyfimor was no fooner ready,, and his fer- 
vant withdrawn, than he approached the bed, w& 
began to take his leave of Ifabinda with a very 
tender embrace, accompanied with fome foft words: • 
■ ■■ ■ fhe made no other reply for a confiderable 
time than returning his carefles ; but at laft broke 
out into thefe expreffions : 

Ifabinda. ' Ah* Lyfimor, fhould you forget 
f your vows, defpife the conqueft you have gain d, 

* and leave me to lament my eafy faith, how mi- 

* ferable, how abandoned beyond the power of 
€ words to exprefs, would be the condition of 
c your. Ifabinda !' 

Lyfimor. *■ Unkind and caufelefs apprehenfion ! 

* — My deareft love, let not the thoughts of fuch 

* impoffibilities difturb you.. Could I be un- 

* grateful, after being made happy in this proof 
4 of your affeSion, I muft be loft to all/enfc of 
4 honour, — unworthy of the name of man, and 

* even to breathe the vital air.' 

Jftbind*. 
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IfMnd*. • W«H then, — I rauft, I will believe 

« y^u,— — nor repent what I have done; but 

4 tell me whenyou will come again/ 

Lyfimtr. « To marrow, if I can ; ifnot» 

* you may depend on feeing me ne^j day.; be 

* aflured that every hour will feem an age to me 

* tiiH fee you: farewel, thou fofteft, lovelieft of 
« thy fc*/ 

He went, but, as I then fancy'd, with more the 
aif'otf triumph thaw off real tendemefs or refpedt in 
hie deportment: — Ifabinda then called for the wo- 
man of the houfe to affift her in riling, and I left 
the place, with a- heart full of forebodings for her 
future fate; waked I truly pitied the i^ined maid> 
and wflie^'ftie. never ONgkr have occasion to cry 
oat wirfr M*ni4m* >i* the tragedy r 



-How often has he fwora 



4 Natim ibauld change, the fun and liars, grow dark* 

• E'er he would faMify his vows t». me I 

• Make hafte, Confufion, then ;— Sun, lofe thy light* 

• And Stars, drop down with forrow to the earth, 

• For he is fajie y 

4 Falie as the winds, the water, or the weather ; * 

• Cruel as tygers o'er their trembling prey : 

4 I feel him m my bread, he tears my heart, 

' And at each figh he drinks die gufhing blood/ 

My curiofuy having received this painful fat is- 
faflion, I imagined not that any farther difcoveries, 
atleaft that would be material Enough- to compen- 
fate for the trouble I fhould take, could be made 
in relation, to thefe lovers, and therefore thought of 
returning no more, either to the apartment of Ifa- 
binda, or to the houfe of> Lyfimbr. I fiiould, in- 
deed, have endeavoured rB lofe all memory of this 
unhappy tranfa&ion, if the talk of the town had 
not continually reminded me of it :— every one 

was 
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was full of Ifabinda's flight; — few, if any befides 
myfelf, were acquainted with the motive of it ; 
and none knew to. what place (be was retired :— 
and the perfect ignorance people were in on both 
thefe fcores occasioned various canje&ures, an J; , 
rendered the wonder much more 1 aiding than other- 
wife it would have been. 

. Bu£ this was not all ;->— Flaminlo, pierced thro* 
Wifih grief and iadign^tioa on not being able to find 
h# daughter* and perhaps too with fome mixture 
of re»K>cfe for the caujfe he had given her to leave 
hkn* fcJi La to* a violent fever, of which he died, 
after languish ng (erne day$» By his laft teflamen* 
he* bequeathed <to his daughter* if ever flap fhouli : 
be towui r tbe juj» of tjireef theufand pounds, in, 
order, a* he eau&d it to be.expre&'d ia^tbe writings 
to keep be* above, the coeteespt of the world ; aodi 
l&ewife» by the foaallneft of the portion, to keep- 
her ia per ptitual xemeoihrance of the falfe fiep £ha 
had taken. 

• Soon after this I received certain intelligence^ 
that JLyfimor was making his public addrefles to * 
fine young lady with a very large fortune : -— — I 
doubted not but this was that fame Emilia whom 
I- had heard his father fo flfrongly recommend, and 
was fired with the utmoft impatience to fee how 
poor Ifabinda would behave on both thefe events ;- 
accordingly, I went once more to the houfe where, 
feu had been, corrcealed ; but,, to my great difap- 
pointmeat, foundiflid waa gone from thence ; nor: 
could all m# fe*rdl, joined; with, the affiflance.o£ 
my Inv.ifible Bete,, enable me* for fome time,, t«u 
dsfcover to what pact of the town or country ihe; 
was removed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, V, 

Completes the catajlrophe of this truly tragical ad- 
venture* 

AD A R I O had proceeded on his travels no 
farther than Paris, when the account of his 
father's death obliged him to return to England 
with all poffible expedition : • foon after his 

coming 1 made an unfeen vifit at his houfe, where 
I found him, not like moft young heirs, exulting 
in being the entire matter of himfelf and fortune, 
and contriving in what kind of luxuries he fliould 
difpofe of both, but full of the moft fincere and un- 
affected forrow.— He was* indeed, one of tbofe 
few fons who look on the pofleflkm of an eftate as 
no equivalent for the lofs of a good parent, fitch as 
Flaminio ever* had been to both his children, 'till 
that fata) caprice, which drove his daughter from 
his protection, had brought on her undoing, his 
own death, and was the (burce of other calamities 
of a yet more dreadful nature, as will prefently 
appear* 

The ftory of Ifabinda's elopement, and the un- 
certainty what fate had fince attended her, was a 
matter of great affliction to this young gentleman* 
—-He loved his filter with a very tender affe&ion, 
and had hoped to have feen her by this time mar- 
ried to Lyfimor ; but as his eileem for that friend 
was no way leflened by the match being broke off, 
and, befides, expecting to be better informed by 
him of the particulars of that affair, than he could 
be by any other perfon, he was impatient to fee 
him, and I found had fent him that morning no* 
tice of his arrival $ for a tetter, in anfwer to his 

meflage* 



4 you 
« hisi 



THE rNVISlBLE SPY. 117 

tneflage, was delivered to him while I wU there, 
the contents whereof were thcfc : 

To AdariOi 

« S I R, 
« I Congratulate your fafe return tor England, 

< and (hould gladly have paid my compliments to 

* you in perfoh, if that honour had not been pro- 

< hibited by an authority, which I muft not pre- 

* fume to contend with.— «p-My father* refenting 
« the affront given by yours, which you cannot 
« but have been informed of, has forbid me, under 

• the penalty of his eternal difpleafure, to converfe 
4 with any of your family:— — he was at home 

when your fervant came, and heard the meflage 

ou ftrit deliver'd to me; on which he repeated 

former injun&ion, and exa&ed a folemn oath 

c of my obedience to it : you will therefore' 

' pardon my not waiting on you, and believe that 

* the discontinuance of our acquaintance will al- 
« ways be extremely regretted by him who is, with 
' all due refpelt, Sir, ' 

* Your moft obedient fervant, • 

' Lysimor.* 

«• Alas/ cried Adario, throwing the letter from 
him as foon as he had read it, c . how cold, how 

« diftant is the air of this letter! how different 

« from thofe I have been accuftom'd to receive 
« from Lyfimor ! — I find that by one unlucky ac- 
« cident I have at once loft a father, a filter, and 
« a friend/ 

I thought I had now entirely done with this fa- 
iriily ; for as Habmda was not to be found, I €^c- 
pe&ed nothing of confcquencc 5 cfculd be learn'd 
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ckhp f -at the houfef Qf I»yft»or or Adario, Tain- 

' tended to make no inojr? vjfigs to ibofo gemtloraeo ; 

—chance, however, about five months afterwards, 

: changed my rtfoiut'ipn, atyd threw fomething in 

my way which no diligence of my own could ever 

have attain'd.— — As I was going one morning on 

my I.nvifible Progreffion, LliajpenVi to pais by the 

^ioufe of Adario ; — he was at the door, and aboat 

\to ftep into a hackney-coach which waited for 

' Timi, when a fellow, who had the- appearance of a 

. .groom, came running towards him, . alrnoft breath- 

" Tefs with the hafte he had rnade, and ccy'd out,— 

.« Oh, Sir, I have joyful news for you ;— — I beg 

< your honour will turn back and hear.it/-Thcfe 

" words leviv'd my former curiofity, and ( , finding 

. Adario comply'd with his fervant, 1 ^ requqft,. i ftl- 

Iow'd them into tfye parlpur, and was witne/s of 

the enfuing difcourfe-; 

Groom* c Oh, Sir, I have feen my young lady.' 
Adario. c What young lady ? — Not my titter ! * 
Groom* * Yes, indeed Sir, -—as I was going to 

* fetch a h'orfe your honour fent me for, I faw 
c madam Ifabinda looking through the window of 
« a.houfe at the corner of a little lane juft by 
c Iflington.' 

Adario. ' Are you fure it was {he ? ' 

Groom. ' As fure as I am alive, Sir; tho', poor 

« Jady, (he is much alter'd, very thin and pale/ 
Adario. ' I fancy you are miftaken ; if my fitter 

« were fo near London, (he would certainly either 

* have lent or come to claim the legacy left her 
' by her father, which I fuppofe fee has need 
c enough of by this time;- I am refolvod to 

* be convinced notwithftanding. Do you think 
c (he lodges there i 9 

Groom. ' Yes, Sir, for ihe was all undrcJVd, 

* and look'-d as if flic was juft out of 4>cd/ 

Aiariu 
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Adorn. * Andxaii you kntn*rthehoulr again? ' 
Groom. c O yt*, Sir^—I took particrtrar tto- 

* ticeof it,' . , 
Adario. « WeH/thea, — I will'dnly feltf ait 

c excufe to the gentleman I was to meet this 

* morning, and go drre&ly: you fhall. get upon 
c the coach box and order the ftlloflr where to 

* drive; but let him Hop fhort of the houTe, tKat 
my fifter, if it be fhe,- may not be afpprifed .of 

* my coming before fhe fees me.' 

While Adario was calHng one of his footfmen'to 
fend on the meflage hte had mention'd, I 'ran to fhe 
end of the ftreet, went into a narrow dark paffage, 
nnd pluck'd off my Belt ; — then, having recover *d 
the appearance of what I am, a real fubfbnce, I 
popt into an empty coach that had juft fet down a 
fare,andbid thedriverto follow wherever that went 
which was (landing at Adario's door,— -Both the 
coaches drove with fuch fpeed thafwe foon reach'd 
the end of our little Journey 5 I quitted my 

vehicle the moment I faw the other preparing to 
ftop 5 but tho* I made all imaginable hafte to put 
on my Belt, I could fcarce have regain'd my In- 
vifibility time enough to have entered with Adario, 
if he had not met with an obftxu&ion in his paf- 
fage from the woman of the houfe, who at firft de- 
ny'd fhe had any lady lodged with her ; — then 
fa id, fhe had none of the name he enquired for ; 
— on which he reply'd with feme heat, — that the 
lady might have reafons for concealing her real 
name; — 4 But tell her, cry'd he, that mine is 
4 Adario ;— that I am her brother, and muft needs 
« fee her.* On this (ht feem'd fomewhat more 
compilable, and faid fhe would go and acquaint 
the lady : — accordingly fhe went up flairs; but 
Adario was too impatient to wait her return, and 
follow'4 herdtteAly 5 —I was but one ftep behind 

him* 
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him, and we were both in the room before {he 
could deliver any part of her meffage. 

Ifabinda.was adjufting fomething about her drefs 

before a looking-glafs, but happening to turn her 

head juft as Adario was within the door, fhriek'd 

out, « Oh heavens, my brother ! ' and with thefe 

. words fell back in her chair. The woman went, to 

( fetch fome water, Adario ran to fupport the faint- 
ing fair j but happening to caft his eyes on the table, 
faw a letter lying there, the fuperfcripti6n of which 

, was in lfabinda's hand, and addrefled to Lyfimor : 
— emotions more ftrong than pity at this time 
made him quit his After to examine the contents of 
this furprifing billet, which were thefe ; 

4 My dear, dear Lysimor, 

c FOR fuch you are, and ever muft be to my 
fond 1 doating heart ; tho' I have too much cauie 
to fear the tender epithet is now no longer plea- 
fing to you. ■ — Ah, Lyfimor, how fad is the re- 
verfe of my condition ! — From feeing you twice • 
or thrice every week, I now fee you not once a 
month ; — and even then how cold is your be- 
haviour ! —how fhort your vifits ! —How cruel 
is this to one who neither can, nor wifhes to 
enjoy any converfation but yours !— -For pity's 
♦fake, if not for love, render my life more ealy, 
at leaft for the prefent, whatever you do here- 
after : — the infant I carry within me fympa- 
thifes in it's mother's angui(h, and continually 
upbraids you with convulfive heavings :— -even if 
your vows of everlafting conftancy fhould be 
forgot, let fome confideration of the unborn in- 
nocent, the pledge of your once mutual loves, 
oblige you to treat with lefs indifference its un- 
happy mother, 

c The ruin'd Isabinda. 
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' € P. S. I can no longer bear your abfence, clfc 

* would not have troubled you with this com- 

* plaint/ 

What a letter was this to fall into a brother's 
hands !— Never did I fee a man in fuch diffrac- 
tion. — * Villain, — villain, Lyfimor ! —wretched 

* Ifabinda V cried he out; — then turning towards 
her, « but there needed not this proof in thy 

* own hand, added he ; thy fhame is but too vi- 

* fible.' Ifabinda, who by the afliftance of the wo- 
man was now recovered from her fwoon, but not 
enough to hear what her brother faid, threw her- 
felf at his ket 9 and with ftreaming eyes addrefled 
him in thefe terms : 

Ifabinda. ' Oh, fir, can you forgive my con- 

* cealing myfelf from you r 

Jdario. « Would to God that there were equal 
c reafon to forgive the caufe !' 

Ifabinda^ (at this inftant turning up her eyes, 
beheld her letter in his hand, and cried but with 
the greateft vehemence,) « I am now undone, in- 

* deed, — irrecoverably loft to all hope of pardon or 

* of pity ! — my fhame expofed to him from whom 

* of all the world it fhould have moft been hid.' 
Mario. * Rife, fitter, and ceafe thefe unavailing 

* exclamations ;■ ■ y our fhame will receive no ad- 
c dition by my knowledge of it ;— i — rather, per- 

* haps, be remedied. — But tell, and tell me truly, 
€ has Lyfimor ever promifed marriage to you '?' 

. Ifabinda. < A thoufand and a thoufand times, and 
' bound himfelf to the performance by the moft 
c folemn imprecations/ 

Adario. * Then he is 'doubly a villain ; and if 

* you believe him, you are doubly deceived ; he 
* -courts another woman.' 

Vol. I. G IfaUmk. 
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fabinda. * Indeed, of Jate, I have fufpefted 
and often accufed him of it ; — —and he as 
« often has forfworn it/ 
Jdario. * Mere words of courfe : but fay, — — 

* have you no teftimony under his own hand of 
"* the promife he made you, either by letter or by 

* formal obligations?' 

Ifabinda* 4 None,— none, alas I* 

On this Adario bit his lips,-— walk'd two or 
three times about the room, then paufed, and 
feemed as if debating within himfelf in what man- 
ner he (hould behave ; at laft fat down, and taking 
the dill- weeping Ifabinda by the hand, endeavoured 
to afluage iier grieE, 

Mario. * Come, Ifabinda, <Iry your tears ; love 
and credulity have feduced your innocence; great 
has been your fault : but yet I cannot forget you 
are my fitter, and that you have no friend but 
me on whom you can depend for confolation : — 
what is pafled cannot be recalled, but it may be 
rcdrefs'd : — i>cafiiired you ihall one way or other 
have juft ice/ 

Ifabinda. « Ah, fir, I befeech you, proceed not 
to extremities : — if by my crime you (hould be 
involved in any danger or perplexities, it would 
fink, me quite/ 

Adario. ' 1 hope there will be no occafion.: 
Lyfimor was once a man of honour, and may' 
yet return to his firft principles :■ on this you 
may rely, that I ihall do nothing -raflily aor in- 
confiftent with your intereft and reputation/ 

After this they fell into fome difcourfe concern- 
ing the ftrange refolution Flaminio had taken of 
fending her to' a monaftery ; the particuJars of 
which the reader being already acquainted with, I 

(hall 
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Ihall pafs over in filence. When AJario took his 
leave, he did it with a great deal of affection ; bat 
I was much divided in my thoughts, whether I 
fliould flay with Ifabinda, or follow Adariohome: 
—the latter feem'd moft flattering to my coriofity* 
as by many tokens I perceived he had fomething 
in his head, which he was impatient to put in exe- 
cution. I was not deceived in my conjectures: 
Adario was no fooner in his own houfe, than he 
flew to his bureau, and without taking any time 
for deliberation, wrote this epiftle to Lyfioior : 

« SIR, 
« CONSCIOUS guilt, without thofe com* 

* mands you feem fo zealous in obferving^ might 
x well make you avoid the prefence of a perfon you 

* have fo greatly injured : — when I recommended 

* you to my lifter, it was in order to become her 
« protector, not her undoer. How cruelly you 

< have abufed this, confidence, let your own heart 

< remind you : but I have fome hope, how much 

* foever appearances at prefent are to the contrary^ 

* you ftill intend to do justice to your promifes to 

* Ifabinda, and the claim fhe has to your affection : 

* I need not tell you, that you can repair the 
c misfortune you have brought upon her no other- 

< wife than by an honourable marriage : I am ready 
** to fulfil the agreement made between our fathers 

« on that fcore, and give my After the fum of eight 

< thoufand pounds, as was then ftipulated. — If yoi* 
. « comply with this propofal, I fhall be glad to fee 

« you at her lodgings, there to fettle every things 
« — if not, ihall expect you will meet me in another 

< place, and give me the fatisfaction which every 

* gentleman has a right to demand when he finds 
1 himfelf ill ufed ; —I attend your determination, 

* and am, &c, 

* Adario/ 
p2 He 
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He fent this by one of his fervants, with a charge 
to give it into Lyfimor's own hands, and wait his 

anfwer : after which, being told dinner was 

ready, he went down and placed himfelf at the 
table, though I believe with very little appetite j— 
for his countenance had upon it all the marks of the 
greateft inward difturbance, which was not at all 
leflened when his man returned with this from Ly* 
fimor ; 

< S T R, 
* SINCE I find you are fo well acquainted 
with a fecret, which, for the lady's fake, I could 
wifh had been inviolably kept, I think myfelf 
obliged to deal fincereJy with you on the occauon; 
you may be a flu red I can behave to no woman, 
much lefs your fitter, otherwife than becomes a, 
man of honour ; but marriage is a thing quite 
out of the queftion, as I am certain my father 
never would confent to it :-— if any promifes on 
that account ever efcaped my lips, I remember 
nothing of them, and could make them with no 
other view than to give her modefty an excufe 
for yielding : I am forry, however, for what has 
happened; but you cannot be infenfible of the 
frailties of flefh and blood, and muft know, as 
well as I, that when two young people, who like 
each other, are much alone together, fiich acci- 
dents will naturally occur. The refentment you 
threaten, on my non-compliance with yourpro- 
pofal, appears therefore to me a little unreafon- 
able : I (hall, notwithftanding, be ready to give . 
you the fatisfa&ion you defire, at any time or 
place you (hall appoint. 

* Tour's, &c. 

4 Lysimor/ 
All 
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All the blood now feemed to have forfook the 
heart of Adarioto rulh into his face; his lips trem- 
bled, his very eye-balls ftarted with excefs of paf- 
fion ; he hefitated not a moment what he fliould do, 
but in this tempeft of his mind wrote as follows to 
Lyfimor : 

1 S I R, 

* I Want words to return the infolence and iri- 

* gratitude of your reply ; but have a fword at 

* your fervice, which 1 expect you will try the 

* metal of to-morrow morning about fevrn, in the 

« field behind Montague - houfe : as thedifpute 

c between us will admit of no witnefies, pray come 

* alone to Adario.' 

Tho* I knew my own dinner waited for me, I 
could not prevail on'myfelf to go home till Adario 
had difpatched this billet to Lyfimor, and the fer- 
vant who carried it was come back from that gen- 
tleman with a fmall flip of paper tied up, contain- 
ing only thefe words i 

•SIR, 

• YOU may depend that I fhall not fail to meet 

* you as denied. Lysimor/ 

I now quitted the houfe of Adario ; but after 
having related the pains I had already taken, I be* 
lieve nobody will* fuppofe I negle&ed going the 
next morning to the field, to fee the iftue of thiV 
combat : I found Adario was there firft ; but tho' 
he waited only a very few minutes for Lyfimor, his 
impatience made him not forbear faluting him in. 
this manner. 

Adario. c I began to think, Lyfimor, that the 
c fhame of having done a bafe action would ,not 

* fuffer you to defend it' 

G 3 Ly future 
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Lyjimor* * Sir, whatever I dare do, I always 
f dare defend/ 

Jdcirio. « Then, fir, this is no time for words.* 
Lyfimor. ' I am ready for you, fir.' 

Here ceafed all farther fpeech between them, 
and on the part of Lyfimor for ever; — on the fe- 
cond piifli Adario ran him quite thro' the body :— 
he fell that inftant, and expired with only a hngle 
groan : — his fuccefsful antagonift approached the 
body, and finding life was totally extinguifh'd, gave 
a figh or two to the memory of a msM he once had 
call'd his friend, then made the belt of his way 
home, in order to provide for his own fecurity^ 
which the likelihood there was of the challenge ho 
•had fent to the deceafed being found, rendered 
highly neceflary. 

The meafures he took, indeed, were very pru- 
dent : — he fent immediately to hire a poft-chaife, 
which was to wait for him in a ftreet he iflenjtion'd* 
at fome diflance from that in which he lived j-^- 
carry'd no baggage with him, but prder'd afeivant 
to follow him with it to Calais \ — • ftaid no longer 
at his own houfe than to write two. Jhort letters, 
—the one to a gentleman who had been one of the 
executors of his father's will, which being only on 
family affairs, need not here be inferted \ -*jh^ 

other was to his lifter Ifabinda, and contained tbcfe 
lines : 

* Sister, 
c Failing to repair your wrongs by the 

* way I hoped, I have revenged them by the death 

* of your feducer, for which I am obliged this 

* moment to leave my native country, perhaps for 

* ever : — I have done what the honour of our 

* family exa&ed from me : — it belongs to you to 

« regulate 
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* regulate your future condufi fo as to atone, iit 

* fome meafure, for the errors of the pad : to 

* enable you to do this, you ought to keep in etcr- 

* nal remembrance, that the follies of your fatal 

* paflion have not only brought the object of it to ait 
4 untimely grave, but alio drove from all the foci*! 
*■ joys of \ife t into an irkfome banifhment in a 

* foreign land, him who might have been happy, 
*. if he had not been your brother. 

« Adario.' 

Thinking, perhaps y he had been fomewhat too 
fevere in the above, he added this poftfeript by way 
«f cordial : 

« P. S. I (hall confvantly write to Mr. D n : 

* —be will be able to inform you how to direct 
4 for me :—*you may be afiured I fhall receive w.tn 

* pleafure any letters that bring me an account of 
c your welfare, and in fpite of all that has hap^- 

* pen/d^ do yon every fervice in my power.' 

After having fent this by the groom who had 
firft difcover'd the place of her abode, and given 
fome neceflary inftru&ions to his other fervants, he 
hurried away to meet the poft-chaife, and !• faw 
hrm no more; As I had truly pitied Ifabinda, I 
could not forbear going to fee in what manner ftie 
fupported this laft dreavtful accident. On my en- 
trance fhe was in bed, and furrounded by women 
and phyficians : — I gathered from their difeourfe, 
that the furprize and grief (he had been in had 
caufed an abortion, accompanied with fits of a* 
very dangerous nature : — on my next vifit, how- 
ever, I found her youth and the ftrength of her 
constitution had got the better of her difeafe ; but 
though the pains of her body were removed, thofe 
•f her mind ftill remained : — (he was extremely 
G 4 melan- 
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melancholy* had a thorough contempt for the 

world ; and the thoughts of a monaftery were now 
fo far from being (hocking to her, that fhe refolved 
to fly to one, as the only afylum from cenfure and 
from care. Accordingly, as I was afterwards in- 
formed, fhe went, on the re-eftablifhment of her 
health, to Paris, and entered herfelf into the fociety 
of Benediftine Nuns, where I doubt not buf fhe 
often fees her brother through the grate, as he Ail! 
continues to refidc in that city. 

I have now finifhed all the account I am able to 
give of this melancholy tranfa&ion, in which the 
juftice of Providence feems to me to be diftin- 
guifhed in fomewhat of a peculiar manner ; and 
may ferve as a warning to our gay amorous fparks, 
not to become the feducers of unwary innocence ; 
efpecially if they will be at the trouble of refle&ing, 
how the perfidy and ingratitude of Flaminio, ta 
the believing Harriot, was afterwards retorted on 
his own darling daughter. 

CHAP. VI. 

Gives the account of an occurrence no lefs remark- 
able than entertaining ; and Jhews that there is 
fcarce any difficulty fo great but it may be got over* 
by the help of a ready invention^ if properly ex- 
erted. 

TO make fome atonement for my Iaft melan- 
choly recital, to thofe of my readers who 
may not care to have their heads filled with fub- 
je6ts of too ferious a nature, I fhall now prefent 
them with one more likely to put in motion the 
rifible mufcles of the face, than to extort the falling 
of unwilling tears. 

Agqn- 
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A gentleman, whom I (hall call Conrade, had 
Jived to the age of fixty without ever teftifying the 
Icaft inclination to marriage : — he had been a man 
©f pleafure in his youth, and probably the too great 
fuccefs he then found among the fair, had deterred 
him from entering into an honourable engagement 
with any of the fex : — but there is no accounting 
for change of fentiment in this point: — an accident 
fometimes puts that into- our heads which before 
we never thought of, or perhaps we had an averfion 
to, — as it fell out in the cafe of the perfon I am 
fpeaking of. A long friendfhfp had fubfifted be- 
tween him and Murcio, a gentleman, who, though 
not fo far advanced in years, had made a better ufe 
of his time, — had been married, and was the father 
of three fine daughters,*— two of whom had always 
lived with him* but the youngeft, after the death 
of his wife, was taken from him, and brought up 
under the care of an aunt in the country. The 
eldeft of thefe ladies being now about to be dif- 
pofed of in marriage, Gonrade received, and ac- 
cepted art invitation to the wedding : — Melanthe-, 
lifter to the bride, was a fine fparkling girl of nine- 
teen ; but whether it were that fhe appeared in 
reality more lovely than ufual, or that the mirth. 
and pleafantries common at fuchfolemnities rekin- 
dled the long- fmothered embers of amorous defire 
in the breaft of Conrade, fo it was, that he, who- • 
had been in the company of this young lady with- 
out taking any notice of her charms, all at once 
became extremely fmitten with them, — infomuch 
that he refolved to acquaint her father with his new 
paflion, and afk his confent to make his addreflcs 
to her ; which he did not at ail defpair of obtaining, 
on the terms he intended to propofe. 

% Murcio had a pretty country-houfe at a village 
about ten or twelve miles up the river, where he 
v G 5 SQt&m^; 
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conftantly went every Saturday, and ftaid till Mon- 
day or Tuefday, and fometiraes longer: — it was 
while he was in this retirement that Conrade chofe 
to communicate to him the bufinefs he had in his 
head : accordingly he went thither, and found him 
entirely alone ^— -Melanthe having been prevented 
from going, as (he was accuftomed to do, by a 
violent fit of the tooth-ach. This our old lover 
looked upon as a good omen, being defirous to en- 
gage the father in favour of his paffion, before he 
made any declaration to the daughter. He began 
with faying, that he now repented having lived fo. 
long a bachelor ;— that having a very large eftate* 
he fnould be glad of an heir to enjoy it j-— that if 
he could prevail on a young lady whom he liked 
to marry, he would endeavour to atone for the 
want of youth by all the indigencies in the power 
of a fond huihand ; — and having thus prepared the 
way, told him, that if he thought proper to bellow 
Melanthe upon him, he would defire no other for- 
tune than her perfon ; yet would fettle a dowry 
upon her fuperior to what might be expe&ed if {he 
brought him ten thoufand pounds. 

It is not to be imagined with what greed inefa* 
Murcio fwallowedthis propofal ;— he did not even 
affecl: to hefitate, or make the leaft demur on ac- 
cepting it : on the contrary, he replied, that no- 
thing could afford him a greater fatisfa&ion thaa 
jfuch an alliance, and that he doubted not but Me- 
lanthe would receive the honour he intended her as* 
a woman who knew her own intereft and happi- 
nek. Both parties being equally tranfported, every 
thing was immediately agreed upon between them ; 
but Murcio not being able to allure himfelf that his 
daughter would fo readily comply as he had made 
the lover hope fhe would, and fearing that if fhe 
fl*ouM give the old gentleman a rebuft on his firft 

onfetj 
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$nfet 9 it might difcourage him from making a fe- 
cond, and perhaps overturn the whole affair, re- 
ceived not to hazard the lofs of fo advantageous a 
match by leaving it to her own choice, -but fent a 
fpecial melTenger to her with a letter, the contents 
^hereof are thefe : 

•Dear Chili** 

c MY worthy friend Cbnrade has taken a great 

c liking to you* and will make you his wife oa 

c fuch terms as would but little prove the paternal 

** affe&ion I have for you to reje& ; — be not you 

* lefs thankful to Heaven for io unhoped a ble.iing 
than I am j . nor, on any foolifh pretences, either 

c flight, or feem to flight, the good prefented to 
«- you.*- -If you confider the vaft advantages of this 

* match, a difparity of years can be no obje&ion : 
« L I fay thus much becaufe I would convince your 

* reaion, not enforce your a&ion ; for I flbould be 
« forry to find myfelf obliged to make ufe of the 
«* authority I have over you in a thing which you 
«* ought, and I hope will receive with the fame fa- 
*- tisfa£tion I propofe it : know, however, that 

I have already agreed on every thing for your 
c - marriage,— -that your future hufband is now here, 
<x and we {hall both be in town either to-morrow 
.« or the tinfuing day. — — I fend this on.purpofe 
** to prepare you to behave towards |iim in a pro- 

* per manner, and as it is the abfoluie Command 
♦-ofhimwhois 

« Your affefiionate father, 

c -Murcio;» 

I 'flood behind Melanthe*s ctiair While fhe was 

reading this epiftle, and never did L fee a poor 

young creature in fuch agitations; >— fcarce had 

*jhe come to the^nd of the firft period, before fhe 

G6 cry'd 



< 
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cry'd out, — * His wife ! — his Wile ! — what tern* 

* can the old creature propofe to compenfate for this 

* odious title of wife to fuch a wretch V Then 
going a little farther, « Juftly, indeed, (aid 

* fhe, does my father fufpe& ray obedience in 

* this point :— death itfelf would not be fo dread* 
c ful to me as compliance/— The more fhe pro- 
ceeded, the higher her diftrafiion grew. — < What! 

* fix my doom, at once ! raved me out ; at qnce 

* refolve to cut me off from all the joys of life, 

* and condemn me to everlafting mifery ! — Is this 
c a parent's love !— oh, 'tis moft cruel, — molt un- 

* natural !' I know not to what extravagancies 
fee might have been hurried by the fudden rufh 
of grief and defpair, if tears now had not afforded 

their relief; but tho* they a little foftened the 

afperity of her paffion, they had hot the power 
to Aibdue it : her tongue, indeed, ceas'd from ex- 
claiming againft her fate; but the agonies of her 
countenance difcovered how much fhe inwardly 
regretted it. While fhe was in this diftrefsful 
and pity- moving fituation, the gay, the lively F1q- 
ximel came in ; — this ycung lady was the moft be- 
loved and intimate companion Melanthe had : — fhe 
faw her almoft every day, and always entered with- 
out ceremony : — fhe feerned a little furprifed at 
firft fight to find her thus, but immediately reco- 
vering herfelf, approached her with her accuftom'd 
fprightlinefs. 

FlorimeL < Heydey, Melanthe, what in the name 

f of wonder makes you' in this pickle ? — Is your 

> * favourite fquirrel dead ? or has any accident hap- 

* pened to your laft new pet-en l'air ? or what 
« other misfortune has befallen you ?' 

Melanthe. * O Florimel ! what would I not 

* give to be in thy condition !' 

Fhrimd* 
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Florirml * My condition !. — why what do you 

* find to envy in my condition ?' 

Melantbt. * To have no father to contmul your 

* anions by an unreafonable exertion of his autho- 
c rity/ 

FUrimeL * Why truly* as you fay, thefc old 

* dads are troublefome enough fometimes ; — - yetj 
c for all that, I fhould be heartily glad mine were 
4 alive again. But pray what has yours done to 
c make you wifh yourfelf an orphan r 

Mclanthc. < Read that,, and fee. if I have not 
c caufe* 

In fpeaking tbefe words fhe pointed to her fa- 
ther's letter, which lay open on the table : — Flo- 
rimei took it up and read it as defired : — — on 
examining the contents* fhe could not help looking 
a little grave; but having finiflied, relumed the 
difcourfe with her former vivacity, 

FlorimeL c As fure as I am alive,, both thefe old 

* gentlemen are crack'd-brain'd ; — the one in 
' thinking of you for a wife, and the other in con- 
4 fenting to give you fuch a huiband.' 

Melanthe. « One would, indeed,- imagine they 
c were not in their fenfes.' 

FlorimeL * For my part, I am fo aftoniih'd, that 
c I can fcarce believe I am awake. — But what 
4 will you do ? * 

Melanthe. « Nothing..' 

FlorimeL c Nothing can come of nothing, a* 
c King Lear fays in the play : I am lefs furprifed, 

* however, at your ftupidity in fo perplexing z 
< dilemma, than lam at the folly of thofe who 
« have involved you in it^— -Blefs me, what can 
c either your lover or father propofe to them- 
€ felves by fuch a difproportionable alliance, but 

4 horn* 
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* horns on the one fide, and difgrace to- his family 
c on the other/ 

Melanthe. ' No* Florimel, it fhall never come 

* to that t — I will rather ftanre or beg/ 

* Florimel. ' Look ye r my dear,, neither ftarving. 

* or begging, as I take it, will agree with your con* 

* ftitution i fomething elfe muft be thought on/ 
Melanthe. 'What elfe?/ 

Florimel. * Do you think, that when your fa* 

* ther comes to know what an implacable aver- 
•- iion you have to this match, he will not be pre- 
*• vailed upon to recal the promife he has made to 

* Conrade?' 

Melanthe. * Impoflible ! — I know his temper 
« too well to flatter myfelf with fuch a hope :■ 
« you might a$ well think to Wow St. Paul's from 

* its foundation, with a (ingle breathy as move him 

* to recede from any thing he has once refolved/ 
Florimel. 'Well then — — • fuppofe fome way 

< could be contrived to make Conrade himfelf fly 
« off. I have a project in my head that promifea. 

* fair for it> if you will agree to join in theexecu- 
« tion. It is this : — — you muft admit a fpruce 
« young gallant to lie with you all night ; — Con- 
y rade muft be informed of the amour, in fuch a. 
« manner as to make him convinced of the truth* 

* of it ; and the deuce is in him if afterwards.be 
« infifts on marrying you-' 

Melanthe. 6 Fye, Florimel : ; — how can you be. 

* fo cruel to rally my misfortunes ? ' 

Fhrimel. * No, I proteft I am as ferious as a 
« judge upon. a criminal caufe; and would fain: 

* have you~make the experiment/ 

Melanthe. « What ! wouldfft thou* have rhe • 

* turn proftitute to avoid marriage ?' 

* Florimel.. ' No fuch matter; — I will engage 

* that the gallant I meau (hall lie as harmless by 
t.your fide as an infant*' 

Melanthi* 
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Melantbt. c Prithee da not torture me with fucb 
« riddles/ 

Flortmel * I (hall prefently explain them. ■ ■ ■ . 
c The gallant I am fpeaking of, and who is to be 

* your bedfellow, is no other than my own indt- 
' vidual felf : ■ I {ball put on a fuit of my bro- 
' ther's cloaths, and do not doubt but that where 

* I am drefs'd, and equipp'd ia all my accoutre- 

* ments, I fhall be a figure handfome enough to 
€ make an old man jealous.' 

Milanthe. ' Sure never was fo wild, a fcheme :: 

* but yet I cannot conceive how it is to^be con- 

* dueled, or which way it can anfwer the end yoa 
4 propofe by it J 

Florimth c Lord, — you» are ftrangely dull, or 
c affect to be fo ; — but I will fhew you what I 
' fhall write to Conrade, and that may help to en* 

* lighten your underftanding/ 

This witty lady waited not to hear what reply 
her friend would make, but ran to a deflc, and 
immediately wrote the following lines : 

To*, Hugh Conrade*! Efq$ 
* S I R, 

•EVER fince I heard of your intended mar- 

* riage with Melanthe, I have been divided in my 

* thoughts, whether the treachery of betraying a 
« fecret entrufted to me, or by concealing it ex- 
*• pofe a gentleman of your character to the worifc 
4 of mifchiefs, would be the moft diflionourable 

* action: the latter confideration has at fed' 

«. prevailed ; and I think it my duty to inform 

* you, that the lady you are about to make your 
« wife has neither heart nor honour to beftow 

* upon you ; —-both are already difpofed of to a 
4 perfon Jhe thinks more agreeable to her year*: 

« — not 
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— not content with the many private affigna- 
tions (he has with him abroad, fhe frequently 
makes pretences, when her father goes into the* 
country, to be left at home, where her chamber- 
maid, who is in the fecret, admits this happy 
lover at midnight, and lets him out early in the 
morning, before the other fervants of the houfe 
are ftirring ; — Murqo being gone to *****, I am 
well allured it will bain your power to convince 
yoiirfelf of the certainty of this intelligence, by 
lending any one on whom you- can depend to 
watch about the door, either for the entrance 

or exit of the favourite gallant : aft as you 

pleafe, however ; — I have difcharged the dictates 
of confcience in giving you this timely warning, 
and am 

1 Your, namelefs fervant/ 

This fhe gave Melanthe to read, and as foon as 
fhe had done, was going to afk her how (he ap- 
proved of the contrivance, when the other pre- 
vented her by crying out, 

Melanthe.. € Ob the wicked', lying Tetter ! - 

* Bear Florimel, if this fhould be fent, and Con- 
« rade fhould {hew it to my father, I believe he 
« would kill me/ 

Elorimel. * 'Tis poflible he may not fhew,it<$. 

* but if he does, you have only to prepare your- 

* felf for a little fcolding or fwearing ; — the worft 
f he can do is to turn you out of doors ; ■ and 

* then,, to ufe your own words, itcan.be but ftarv- 
•• ing or begging/ 

Melanthe. 4 Oh, but my reputation, Flori- 

* mel ! ' 

Florimel. « A fiddle of your reputation ■ ■■ 
f would you hazard nothing to avoid being tacked, 

* till death do you part, to fuch a lump of decayed 

4 morta- 
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mortality as Conrade ? — — Bclides, when the 
affair is all over, and you are once got free 
from this curfed engagement, it will be eafy/ 
by unravelling the plot, to clear your reputa- 
tion, and reconcile you to your father into the 
bargain/ 

Melcmthe* c Oh, Florimel, if I was fure of 
that P 

Florirml « Truft to fortune; — 1 will lay my 
life, that if you behave according to my direc- 
tions, every thing will go right/ 

Melanthe. ' Well then, tell me what I anv 

to do/ 

Florimel. € In the firft place, when your father 
comes home, you mult feem to be as well pleafed 
with the match as he would have you be,, and 
pretend that you are mightily in love with Con- 
rade's eftate, whatever you are with the man;— 
then, as for the old wretch himfelf, you have 
nothing to do but to fimper and look filly when 
he makes his addrefles, and tell him that you are 
all obedience to your father's will/ 
Melanthe. c This is a hard tafk, and I am* 
very ill diflembler; — I will try* however,, what/ 
I can do ; — but, Florimel, — there is one thing 
that neither you nor I have yet thought upon :. 
fuppofe Conrade fhould take it into his head ta 
watch the door himfelf,. and draw upon yon in 

► paflion ? ' 
FIorimeL c What if he does I —I (hall have a. 

1 fword as well as he/ 
Melanthe. ' But not underftand fo well how to- 
ufe it/ 

Florimel. * I don't know that ;— — -but if I can't 
fight as well,. I am fure I can run much better 1 
— — Co pray do not be under any concern on m£ 
account*' 

* 
Thcfe 
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Thefe fair friends parted not till the night wa» 
.pretty far advanced ; all which time was taken up 
with fettling fame farther particulars in relation 

ta their defign. Molly the waiting- maid was 

called in, and, after a vow of fecrecy, intruded 

with the whole affair. She fcemed a good 

fmart girl, highly proper for the bufinefs fhe wa9 
to be employed in, and readily promifed her af- 
fiftance. As I was very near as impatient as them- 
felves for the fuccefs of this whimiical enterprize, 
I went every day to Murcio's houfe, and found 
that Melanthe a&ed the part (he had been taught 
byFlorimel, fo as to give the utmofl fatisfadiioiv 
both to her father and lover; — who now talked 
of nothing but to have the wedding folemnrzed 
at foon as the neceflary preparations for it could 
be made. 

Saturday being arrived, I made it my bufinefs to 
enquire whether Murcio was gone to his country 
fcat; and finding he was, and that Melanthe* 
ftaid at home, concluded this was the day ott 
which the firft wheel of the machine was to be 
put in motion 5 therefore hurried away to the houfe 
of Conrade, where I luckily came time enough ta 
fee him receive the letter from Florimel. The 
wrinkles of his face were greatly agitated while 
he was reading this epiftle: — at firit his eyelids, 
extended themfelves, and his brows were elated 

with furprife, then were contra&ed into a. 

frown of anger: fometimes a fneer of con- 
tempt and unbelief lengthened the furrows round 
his withered lips ; but the attitude of longeft du- 
ration, was a penfive hanging-down of his head, 
accompanied with cutting the hairs upon his 
little hnger; out of which at latt he ftarted, and 
cry'd to himfelf, — — « Many reafons- may be 
c urged both for and againft my giving credit ta 

c this- 
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* this ftory ; but whether built upon truth or 

' malice, I have no need to be at the pains of. 
' confidering;— the author has pointed out the 
4 means of being convinced, and I will take his 

* counfeh* 

As I could not be certain that he would con* 
tinue in this refolution, and much lefs fo, if 
he did, what the event of it would be, I went b* 
break of day the next morning, and polled myfett 
over-againft Murcio's houfe : — In a few minutes 
after Conrade came, wrapp'd in a cloak, but flood 
more aloof, yet near enough to fee every thing 
that pafs'd. — We had not waited above a quarter 
4f an hour, before the door we watched was (ohlj 

opened, and a well-drefs'd beau rufli'd out : « 

Contdde advanced, as faft as his gout would let 
him, in order, I fuppofe, to fee the face of this 
invader of his hoped-for happinefs ; ■ ■ but the 
pretended gallant was too nimble for his purfuit 3 
■ but dropt a piece of paper, as if by accident 
flirted out with his handkerchief: —Conrade im* 
mediately fnatch'd it up, and found it was a billet* 
— — the fuperfcription feemed to have been tim 
off, but the contents were thefe ; 

i 
« Deareft of your fex, 
c MY father is gone into the country, and I 

* have made an excufe to be left behind ; —come 
*• at the ufual hour, and Molly will admit you ta 
\ the arms of * Yours/ 

I eajtly perceived that this was a fecond pie* of 
the young ladies to corroborate the firft ;■■ -anJ 
it had all the effeft they could wifh, and was alia 
productive of fomething elfe, which neither of 
them at that time imagined j as will appear in the 
fucceeding chapter* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Is a continuance of this merry hi/lory, which prefent* 
fomething as little expefied by the reader at it was 
by the parties concerned in it* 

IT is not te> be doubted but that Conrade y after 
having received this double confirmation of Me- 
ianthe's tranfgreflion, gave over all intentions of be- 
coming her hufband ; — yet y by what I could .gather 
from his looks, and fome expreflions he let fall, 
the manner in which he fliould quit his pretenfions* 
was the occafion of a very great conflict in hi* 
mind* — He was a good-natur'd ma», and loth to 
accufe this young lady to her father j——^ yet, ta 
break off a match fo far advanced, And whfch he 
had (o earneftly folicited, without aligning anjr 
caufe^ for the change of his refolution, he thought 
would not only make him appear ridiculous, but 
alfo put a final period to all converfation between 1 
him and his old friend ; and he probably continued 
undetermined in this matter till he found himfelf 
obliged to talk upon it to Murcio himfelf, who had 
appointed to come to town the ne*t day, in prder 
to fign the marriage-writings.—— That gentleman 
was at home, and having expected him fome hours 
before he came, began, in a pleafant manner, to 
reproach his tardinefs : to which Conrade reply'd 
very gravely, — < I am, indeed, fir, fomewhat 
* beyond my time, yet, 1 believe, foon enough for 
c the bufinefs which now brings me/— —Murcio 
feemed much furprifed on hearing him fpeak in this 
manner ; and poor Melanthe, who was prefent* 
well knowing that this alteration in her lover's be- 
haviour was the effect of the plot concerted between 
her and Florimel, trembled for the event, and waa 
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Ho lefs fhock'd at the thoughts how muck her in- 
nocence fuffered in his opinion. 

It is uncertain what return Murcio would have 
made ; for the other prevented him from fpeaking, 
-by adding to what he had faid before, — that he had 
% fomething of a very extraordinary nature, and 
which required no witnefles, to communicate to 
him ; on which he made a iign to Mel an the to 
leave the room ; and fhe was no fooner withdrawn, 
than Conrade proceeded, tho' not without a good 
deal of hefitation, to declare himfelf in thefe terms : 

Conrade. * Dear Murcio, we have long been 

* friends, and I fhould be heartily forry that what 

* I have to fay fhould occafion a rupture between 

* us ; for- my own part, there is no man living for 

* whom I &all always preferve a greater efteetn 
c than for yourfelf;' 

Murcio. « I cannot think, fir, that you have 
x any thing in your mind fhould give me reafon to 

* regard you Ms.* 

Conrade. * Reafon is too frequently milled by 
< paffion ; — I know it by experience, and fhall be 

* glad to find yours is more ftrong ; — tho' I con- 
c fefs I have been to blame, and am forry things 
c have gone fo far : but, fir, I have confider'd 

* that it is now too late in life for me to think of 

* marriage, efpecially with fo young a lady as Me- 
« lanthe/ 

Murcio. c This is an odd turn, indeed : me- 
c thinks, fir, you fhould have confidered this be- 

* fore you made any propofal of that fort either to 

* me or my daughter. A treaty of marriage, fir, 
« when concluded on and confented to by both 

* parties, is a thing of too much confequence to 

* be broke off by either, without putting the moft 

* grofs affront upon the ether,' ^ 

Conrade. 
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Conrade. * Not, fir, when it can be proved that 

* the contamination would be equally inconvenient 

* for both.' 

Murcio. * As how for both ? .My daughter has 

* never made the leaft objection.' 

Comrade. * It may be foj— ~yetl am well 

c allured fhe neither does nor ever can regard me 

/ € with that affe&ion which alone could make either 

* me or herfelf happy in being united/ 

Murcio. * A mere whim ; — a caprice of your 
c own, founded only on the difparity of years ; and 
c I am amazed you fhould think of flying off" from 

* your engagement on fo (hallow a pretence/ 
Conrade. c Perhaps I may have others : fuppofe 

- c I know the loves another ! ' 

Murcio. * Sir, I will fuppofe no fuch thing ;— 
c fhe love another ! — no, fir, (he has been bred 
« up in principles too virtuous, and is too modeft 
c to place her affe&ions on any one, till my com* 
c mands, and the authority of the church, make it 
c her duty to do fo ; and 1 muft tell you, fir, it is 

* bafe in you to add to the ill ufage you are about 
« to give her, by traducing her reputation/ 

Conrade. * I fcorn the unmanly thought : be 
€ affured I have proofs of what I fay/ 

Murcio. ' Produce them then/ 

Conrade. ' I will, fince I find the juftification of 
c my own honour depends upon it. — There, fir, 
« rea d that, and be convinced/ 

In fpeakifig this he gave Murcio the letter that 
had been fent by Florimelj which the other, after 
having carelefly perufed, threw from him, and 
looking on Conrade with the utmoft fcorn, faid to 

Murcio. « A notable proof indeed! — There are 
« few people without fame enemies j— but this ie 

' a piece 
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* a piece of fcandal too grofs, too ftupid, and the 

* invention too ill concerted to pafs even on the 

* moft weak and credulous mind ; and feems rather 

* a poor low contrivance of your own, to evade 

* fulfilling an engagement you have taken it into^ 

* your head to repent of/ 

Comrade. 4 You are free in your expreffions, fir, 

* but I believe it will prefentiy be my turn to re- 

* tort that contempt you fo unjuftly treat me with. 
4 — Do you know the hand-writing of your 

* daughter?' 

Murdo. 4 Yes, certainly I do.' 

Comrade. « Then judge of the contents of this, 

* and take fhame to yourfelf for the injurious treat- 

* ment you have given me/ 

The reader will eafily imagine, that it was Me- 
lanthe's little billet he nowput into his hands 5 but 
«io one can conceive, much lefs am I able to de- 
scribe, the rage, the horror, the diftra&ion, that 
fhook the whole frame of this aftoniuYd parent, on 
.finding himfelf no longer able to refufe giving credit 

to fo terrible a misfortune. 4 Death and furies ! 

4 (cried he) infamous, abandoned wretch !' — Then, 
after loading her with all the fouleft names that 
•language could afford, he turned to Conrade, — 
4 Pardon me, dear Conrade, faid he : had an angel 
4 told me what you did, without this curfed tefti- 
• 4 mony I fhould not have believed the ftory, — but 
4 you ftiall have ample fatisfa&ion : I'll turn this 
'* fcandal to my family, this deceiver both of you 
* and me, out of my doors this moment j — never 
** own her, never fee her more, but leave her to the 

4 miferies fhe merits,' He was running out of 

the room, and 'tis probable, in the firf demotions of 
hi 9 paffion, would have done as he had threatened, 
if Conrade had not with-held him $ and partly by 

force, 
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force, and partly by perfuafion, made him fit down 
while he reafon d with him in this manner : 

Conrade. c Dear Murcio, compofe yourfelf, and 

* be not rafhly guilty of a thing you hereafter 
c may repent of: — confider that the errors of one 

* branch of a family reflect difhonour on the whole; 

* —you have other daughters, who, though pure 
c as innocence itfelf, yet, being of the fame blood, 

* may be fufpefied liable to the fame faults : — for 

* their fakes, therefore, rather Another than fexpofe 
c the crime of this fair offender.* 

Murcio. « What ! would you then have me to 

* forgive, encourage, and fuffer her to continue in 
« this fhameful proftitution under mv roof?' 

Conrade. « No ; but I would have you re- 

* member that fhe is ftill your child, and that it is 
4 your duty, as a father, to ufe your utmoft efforts 

* to retrieve her from perdition, not fink her deeper 
c into it.' 

Murcio. ' As how retrieve her ?— is fhe not . 

* already loft,— —irrecoverably loft to reputation 
' as well as virtue?' 

Conrade. * Not fo, I hope ; all yet may 

* be well, if her feducer can be prevailed upon to 

* repair the injury he has done her by an honour- 

* able marriage/ 

Murcio. c A vain expe&ation !* 
Conrade. * 'Tis worth attempting at leaft ; 
€ but firft you muft oblige her to difcover the name 
« of this too happy man ; for you fee, that 
« either by defign or accident, the direction to him 
< is torn off the letter** 

Murcio* * I proteft, in the diftra&ion of my 

* thoughts I had forgot that circumftance ; and 

' alfo to afk you by what means this infamous ' 
f fcrawl came into your pofleffion/ 
j 

On 
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Oh this Conrade related to him all the particu- 
lars he- had obferved while he had been watching* 
his rival's coming out of the houfe ; and when he 
had done, in order to encourage Murcio to take 
•the advice he had juft given him, added this de- 
scription of the fuppofed gallant ; 

. Conrade. * I was very much vex'd that I had 

* not an opportunity of fefing hrs face ; but his 

< back being towards me, I could only take notice 
' of his drefs and air, and do allure you he has all 

* the appearance of a man of fafhion, and fuch a 
( one as to whom you coald not reafonably have 

* refufedyour daughter, even if this accident had' 

< never happened/ 

Murcio. * Oh, what a curfe it Is to have a 
« difobedieat child V 

He appeared in the moft bitter angaifli of mind,' 
while uttering thefe laft words ; but having reco- 
vered himfelf a little, took pen, ink, and paper, 
and wrote the following lines to Melanthe ; 

c Thou fcandal to my blood and name, 
c THAT you ftill live to receive this, thank' 
c the gentleman whom you would have wronged 
' by intending to carry pollution to his bed ; — he: 

* has obtain'd a reprieve for you on this condition, 
« — that you declare the name and quality of your' 

* undoer, to the end that I may take Uich mea- ' 
4 Aires as I (hall judge proper, to oblige him to do 

« juftice to- the honour of a family of which you* 

* are the only blemifh. — Think not to deny your 

* crime 3 — I have the infamous witnefs of it under 

* your own hand \ but be plain and open in your ' 

* confe/fion, if you hops ever* to obtain mercy 
' either from Heaven or your offended father, 

'Mu$cio. f 
Vol. I. H . -After, 
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After having fhew'd this to Conrade, he called 
for the waiting-maid, and bid her give that letter 
to hermiftrefs, and bring him an immediate anfwer: 
—I followed, and faw with, what agonies poor 
MeLanthe jread this cruel mandate s — between the 
fears of what her father's indignation might inflid 
upon her, and the fliame of appearing guilty of a 
crime her foul difdain'd, flie was fo much * over- 
whelm^, that for fomC minutes fhe had not power 
to (peak •, and when {he did, it was only to utter 
this exclamation, ; 

• 

Mtlantbt. c What will become of me 1 ■■ ■ a h 
< this vile plot of Florimel's ! K ^ 

Molly. * Lord, madam, do not put yoorfelf 
« into this-fluhry j — you know your fether's temper 
« well enough, and could not expect; he would be 

* lefs fevere ; but it will be all over, and you 

«' mutt refolve to bear it for a while/ 

Melantbe* i I cannot, — will not bear it ;— — • 
4 I will go down this inftant, difclofe all, and clear 
« my innocence.' 

Molly. * Sure, madam, you would not be fo 
« mad. — What, would you undo all, and be forced 
« to marry Conrade at laftf 

Melanthe. ■ Was there ever fo terrible a dilem- 
ma? — What anfwer cam I give ?' 

Molly* * Dear madam, fay any thing ;— — -tell 

* him you are in love with him ; lay any thing but 
« the truth/ 

Mikntb*. ' How filly am I to aik adyice of fucb 
« a giddy creature!' 

With this (he turned herfelf towards a tabic 
whereon ftood a ftandifh, fat down, paufed a 
while, then began to write ; but had fcarce finiftM 
two lines before flie left off, tore the paper, muM 
again, and then began afreih ; — the fccond eflay 
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met with the fame fate as the former, and fo did 
feveral fucceeding ones, till at laft (he threw the 
pen out of her hand, ftarted up and faid, 

' Mttdnthe. « 'Tis In vain to attempt it, — I 

* cannot write/ 

' Molly. € Why then, madam, fay nothing;— 
« e'en let him think as he pleafes at prefent ;— • ~il 

* you will but pluck up a fpirit, We (hairdo well 

* enough ;< ■ " he will nbt kill you for his own 

* fake ; and as for any things elfe, you muft con- 

* tent yourfelf to fubmit to it :-—— - nothing can be 
« fo bad as marrying Conrade.— -I willgo to Flo* 

* rimel prefently ; if I am fo lucky as to find her 

< at home, 'tis ten to one but fhe puts fomething 

* into our heads. 9 

Melahtbt. * Do fo ; — I wifh fhe were here.* 

' While they were fpeaking, Mtfrcio called verp 
loud at the bottom of the ftairs for Molly to come 
down 5 on which fhe faid, * Do you hear, madam ? 

< — . but I muft face the ftorm for fear it fhoultt 
4 come hither and terrify you worfe.— I wifh yoa 

< had as much courage as I have/ 

' She faid no fiiOre, but ran haftily down into the 
parlour, where I with no left fpeed attended heV 
footfteps, quite impatient to' hear how the pert 
baggage would behave. 

Murcio. « What is the reafon,' ijiinx, that t 
c have noanfwer to the letter you carry'd up }' 

Mslly. 'Lord, fir, there was fomewhat or other 
« in that letter that has frighted my poor lady almbffc 

* out of her wits j — fhe does nothing but cry ahd 
« wring hfer hands;— it woijld make your heart ach 

* to fee her. — She write an anfwer !— ho indeed^ 

* fhe is not to a condition to give an atiJWtr/ 

H 2 MurdQ* 
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Murcio. * If fhc can't, you jnuft, hufley. Who 
« was that fellow you let out of my houfe yeftcrday 
« morning?' 

Molly. « I, fir!— I let out no fellow, not I.' 

Murcio. < 'Tia faille; my friend here, hap- 

« pening to pafs through the itreet at that time f 

* i'iw him come out.' 

Molly. * Why then, fir, vour friend is no 
« better than a pick thank for bringing you fuch 
« idle (lories ; and! am not afraid to tell him fo to 

* his face.*' . 

Murcio. * Was there ever fuch impudence!' 
Cortrade. i Come, come, Mrs. Molly, you had 

« better confefs the truth y — it will be for tbejjood 

«, of your lady, and vourfdf too/ 

Molly. ' Sir, I ihall not tell a lye for the matter ; 

« — — 1 let .out no fellow j— ——there was a fine 

< gentleman, 'indeed, that fat up all night playing 
' at cards with my lady that I let out j— but no 
« fellow, 1 sifllire you/ 

Murcio. * Well, — and pray, Mrs. Brazenface, 
what is the name of this fine gentleman ?' 

Molly. ' Lord, fir, do you think I know the 

< names of all the gentlemen that come to vifit my 

* lady? — Indeed I am qot fo impertinent as to aflc/ 
Murcio* * No equivocation;. ■ ■ tell me this 

moment, or I fhall be your .death/ 

Molly. * Blefs me J fir,— how can you fright a 
« body for nothing ? — But if you would be my 
« death twenty times over, I can fay no more than 

* I have done/ 

Conrade. c Dear Murcio, this girl is not worth 
« the paflion you are in ; — 1 hope the young lady 
« herfelfwill fatisfy you, when once fhe confiders 
« how muvh it is her intereft to do fo/ 
, Murcio. ' Not while ihe has fuch a harden'd 

* wretch to encourage her obftinacy. Hufley, 

* pack up your trumpery, and get out of my houfe 
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* dire&ly, or I fhall provide a place for you in 

* Bridewell/ 

Molly* * Oh, dear fir, I (hall not give you • 

* that trouble 5— there are places* enough to be had 
« without your providing^' 

After (he had left the room, and Murcio had 
vented his paflion in two or three hearty curfes, 
lie turned to Conrade, and with* a tone of voice 
which exprefTed the deepeft trouble of nwnd, ut- 
tered thefe words : * You fee, my dear friend, 

* that both miftrefs and maid are alike incorrigible. 

* — What now remains for me to do, either to- 
' preferve my family from difgrace, or this dege- 

* nerate girl from cverlafting ruin V The other, 
^fro doubtlefc condemn'd Melamhe more in his 
heart than he would let her father know he did, 
could find; nothing to fay in h'.r defence ; but that 
he hoped, when the firft confufion of ihis difco- 
vcry was a dittle ovcf, (he would be brought to 
reafon j and therefore intreated he would allow 
her fome fmall time to recollect her felf. As the 
converfation now began to confift only of railings 
on the- one fide, and perfuafions to moderation 'on 
the other, I eafily perceived that nothing of im- 
portance would be the refult ; fo refolved to leave 
the two old gentlemen together, and accordingly 
took the firft opportunity to get out of the hdufe* 

C HAP. VIIL 
Preftnts fomeihing* which* if the author's hopes d» 
not deceive him , will afford an equal Jhare of fatis~ 
fadion asfurprife. 

BEING very anxious for the fituation of 
poor Melanthe, I fully defigned to make 
another vifit to Murcio's houfe early the next 
H 3 • . morn- 
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momingj and accordingly got to MurcioY door 
juft as Conrade had alighted from his coach, and 
was ftcpping ip; fo I had an eafy accefs, and fol- 
lowed him up into the dining-room, where 
Murciowas then fitting, and exprefs'd the fatis- 
faftion he took in feeing him, in words to this 
effca : 

Murcio* * My. dear friend, I am glad you are 
c come to give me your opinion in a thing I am 

* about to do : ■ ■ ■ my ungracious daughter has 

* given me no anfwer, — — made me. no fubmif- 

* lions ; — 1 cannot keep her in my houfe; and" 

* if I turn her out of it, am in danger of having 

* my whole family fcandalized by her behaviour ; 
« hm therefore refolved to fend her to Cornwall* 
c where 1 have a near kinfman.' 

Conrad*. 4 I -flatter myfelf, fir, that the intel- 

* ligence I bring will fave you that trouble, and 

* the young lady fo long a journey * I have 4if« 

* covered her favourite lover.' 

Mwcio. * Is it poffible i For Heaven's fake f 

* who,— rwhat is he ?' 

Conrade. € One you little fufpeft, tho' I have 
« feen him often here j — 'tis Dorimon.' 

Mutch. * Dorimon ! yes, fince his return 

4 from his travels he vifits here fometimes ; — his 

* fifter Florimel and Mclanthe were brought up 

* together at the boarding-fchool, and fince they 

* left it have fcarce been two days afiinder : hut, 

* I cannot think Dorimon has been her feducer : - 
« fhe is neither above his hopes nor below 

* <his expectations :— if he had any inclination to- 
€ wards her* I know of nothing fhould hinder him 

* from making his honourable addrefles. ■ - But 
■ what grounds have you for fuch a fuppofition ?' 

Conrad*. 
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Comrade. ' You £halL hear, — You know I told 
4 you that I did not fee his face 5 but a» I- follow'd 
4 him a good part of the ftreet, I took notice of 
4 his habit, which indeed had fo me what particular 

* in it, and would have attracted my obfervation* 
4 had I feen it on any other perfon. « It was a 

* dark olive-coloured French bar r agon, laced with 
4 a very rich Point d'Efpagne down the feams ;— 
4 he had alfa a. fine flaxen wig with a bag, and a 
4 folitaire of an uncommon dimenfion ! — I then 
4 took him either for a foreigner, or one lately 
4 come from abroad \ — jn the fame drefs, and as 
4 e*a&ly as I faw him then, did I fee him within 
4 this half hour at the chocolate houfe : — 1 can- 
4 not, indeed, fwear to the man, but I think may 
4 fafely to the cjoatbs, efpecially as I heard hi in 
4 fay, on fome gentlemen's praifing the fuit, and 
4 telling him they believed there was hot fuch ano- 

* the* in England, that he was pretty fure there 

* was not; for he had befpoke it at Paris accord <- 
4 ing to his own tafte, and it had not been come 
4 over long enough for any one to take a pattern 
4 bv it 9 

Murdti €i I muft own there is a ftrong proba r 
4 bility in what you fay ; but yet, without a cer*- 
4 tainty, know not what meafures I canpurfue.' 

Cottradt. 4 If vou will take my advice, fend 
4 for him 5 1 heard him fay he fhould dine at home, . 
4 fo is fcarce gone out ; — give fome diftant hints* 
4 at firft, concerning a marriage with your daugrw 
4 ter ; and, according to the anfwers he makes, you 
4 will be inftru&ed how to proceed.* 

Murcio. * It fhall be fo : — I will not let him 
4 fee I have any fufpicion of my daughter's fault ;, 
4 and whether there be any thing fctween them or 
4 not, a propofal of the nature you mention cannqt 
4 feem ftrange to him, as our families, have always 
H 4 4 lived 
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•> lived together in a perfe& harmony and good i*n- 
* derftanding.' 

He had no fooner faid this than he called a fer- 
vant, and fent him with his compliments to Dori- 
mon, to let him know he defired to fpeak with him 
immediately, if not otherwife engaged. - After 
this the two friends had fbme farther difcourfc 
concerning what fteps the father of Melanthe 
fhould take in this affair ; when the fellow, who 
had been fent on the above meffage, returned and 
told his matter, that Dorimori faid he would not 
fail doing himfelf the honour of obeying his com- 
mands in a few minutes ; on which Conrade took 
his leave, and Murcio fat down, endeavouring to 
frame his temper and countenance fo as to be fuit- 
able to the bufmefs he had in hancj* 

Dorimon appear'd in a fhort time ; and the firft 
compliments being paft, Murcio began to open* 
what he had to fay, by telling him that he had a 
great regard for his family ; that he was a fine 
young gentleman ; and that being now fivC-and^ 
twenty, he much wondered that he had not heard 
of his addreffing fome lady oh the fcore of mar- 
riage : — To which Dorimon replied, that marriage, 
was a thing he had not as yet much thought upon; 
and that having a fitter who took care of his 
houfe, a wife was the lefs neceflary to him, — *-■ 
Murcio then demanded, if he founa any averfion 
in himfelf to changing his condition in favour of a 
woman of equal birth and fortune, and who would 
approve of bis pretenfions, — Dorimon feemed a 
little furprifed at thefe interrogatories : but an- 
fwered in the negative, with this pro vifo, that the- 
perfon of the lady" were equally agreeable. 
Murcio thinking this reply a proper cue for ex-* 
plaining himfelf, did fg in the following manner r 

Murcio* 
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Murcio. c What think you then of my daugh- 

* ter Melanthe ? * 

Dorimon. ' As ofartangel, fir, above my hopes.* 

Murcio. e No finefpeeches, Dorimon ; — deal 

< fincerely with. me. Do*you like her Well 

* enough to marry her?' 

Dorimon. * Yes, fir, upon my foul; and fhould 

* blefs the hand that gave her to me/ 

Murcio* * Sir, I take you at your word, and 
€ give you mine that you (hall have her, and fix 
« thoufand pounds, if you think that a fufEcient 
4 dower.' • 

Dorimon. c I do, fir; and though Melanthe is 
c a fufficient fortune of herfelf, fhall accept your 

* offer, and make a fettlemeht accordingly.' 

Murcio. 4 Ther* there remains no more than " 

* to get the marriage-articles drawn, which, if 

* you pleafe y {hall be to-morrow morning/ 
Dorimon. ' It cannot be too foon. — - But, fu> 

4 may I not have leave to fee her, to throw myftlf 
4 at her feet, and be aflured (he will not regret the* 
4 happinels you beftow upon me I 9 

Murcio. ' Oh, fir, you have nothing to appne- 

* hend on that account ; for,, to be plain with you, 
' I defined her for another 5 ihe rejected the* 

* propofal, for which ihe has been under fome dif- 

* grace ; but as I have fince difcovered her dif- 

* obedience was occafioned by the affe&ion (he hafr 
4 for you, I was the more ea'fily induced to pardon 
"* it: — fhe does not yet know that I cor. Tent to 

* gratify her inclinations ; but you fhall have the 
4 pleafure of telling her yourfelf/ 

He then went to the door, and ordered' a fcrvanfc 
,to bid Melanthe come down :. after which he turn'd 
back, and faid to Dorimon, 4 My daughter will 
4 wait on you prefently ; — 1 kno^v you will ex>- 

* cufe my leaving you together j — I have bulinefs 

H 5 « calls 
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* call* me abroad ; but expedt- to fee you< to-mor- 

* row morning, and (hall have a lawyer here.' He 
laid no more* but went haftily away to avoid feeing 
his daughter. — Hfe had not left the room above half 
a minute before Mfelanthe enterM, but»with aeon- 
fufion impoflible to be exprefs'd 5 •— — (he had ex- 
pe&ed no other, on being call'd down, than to 
meet fomc terrible effe&s of her father's difpleafiire ; 
•- her eyes, red with tears, were now caft down 
upon the floor, as (he advanced with flow and 
trembling fteps ; — nor faw fhe who was there, 
till Dorimon fprung forward, and took her by the 
hand with thefe words : 

Dorimon. ' Charming Melanthe, how am I 
«■ tranfported at the goodnefs of your father 1 ■■ 
*i how incapable of exprefling my gratitude for the 

* permiffion he has juft now given me of telling 

* you how much, how*truly I adore you ! ' 
Melanthe. c Blefs me, Dorimon, what is the 

* meaning of all this ? — Where is my. father ? ' 
Dorimon. * Gone, to give me the happy oppor- 

* tynity of endeavouring to infpircyou with fenti- 

* merits in favour of my paifion, and conformable 

* to his will.* 

Melanthe.' * Your paffion, and his will !-»•—• 
c Certainly, Dorimon, you muft either be mad, 

* or I not in my fenfes, — For Heaven's fake ex- 

* plain this myitery ! * 

He was going to reply, when his fitter Flbri- 
mel came tripping in :— ■ — that young lady, having 
been inform'd by Molly of all that had paffed at 
Murcio's houfe, was extremely impatient to know 
how her fair friend behaved afterwards on that oc- 
cafion : — Melanthe no fooner faw her than flxe 
few into her arms, and cry'd, 

Mthmtbe. 
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Melanthe. ' My dear, dear Florimel, what 
would I not have given to have fcen you laft 
night ? * 

Florimel. * I was no left eager t& be with you ; 
— — but 1 find' things have quite changed their 
face ;-~-I met your father at the door as 1 entered; 
the old geatfteman fcems to be in quite good hu- 
4 mour, defir'd me to walk up, and (old me I 
fhould find yotl and my brother together/ 
Dorimon. ' Ay, my dear fifter, we are together, 

* and I hope fliall foon be join'd to fepar ate no more.' 
Florimel. * Separate no more ! as how ? ' 
Dorimon. c By the indiflbluble ties of marriage : 

c — Murcioj the generous Mureio, has beftowed 

* heron me. — To* morrow the articles are to be 

* drawn, and there will then be nothing wanting 
« but my angel's content for the confummation or 

* my blifs/ 

FlorimeL * And was this the bufinef* on which 
f he ffent for you in fuch hafte ? ' 
Dorimon. • The fame/ 

Here Florimel buril intp. fi* violent a ft? of laugh* 
ter, as-render'd her unable to fpeak for fome time : 
*— In vain Dorimon aflced feveral times over the 
caufe of this extravagant mirth-; arid k was but by 
degrees fhe recovered* herftlf enough to make thj* 
reply : 

Florimek c I have found out tK^ridtil*; it was T r 

* brother, that have made this matth ; yes, with 
•the- affiftance of that fuitr of cloaths you- have on. * 

Then, addreffing herfelf to Melanthe, proceeded- 
thus: * You mtift know, my dfear, that it was Gon- 
«■ rade himfelf that wa'tch'd'irie coming out of your 

* houfej I faw Mm ffland perdue undec Sir* Thomas 

* «***#**'s porch ^ — — he has certainly feen my 

H 6 • brothqj 
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c brother in thefe cloaths, and miftafcing him for 

* me, has pafs'd him upon your father for your 

* fuppofed gallant.' Dorimon was now as much 
confounded in his turn' as the two ladies had been 
in theirs, till his fitter, having firft obtained Me- 
lanthe's leave, related to him the whole hiftory of 
their contrivance to break the match with Con- 
rade : — - this repetition occasioned fome pleafantry 
between the brother and the fifter $ but Melanthe 
was. too much albamed to bear any great part in 

• it :— her new lover obferving her ferioufnefc, fpoke 
in this manner : 

Doritjion. c I have got nothing, FJorimel, by 
4 the account you have given, but the mortifica- 

* lion of that vanity Murcio had infpired me with ; 
4 and dare not now flatter myfelf that Melanthe 

* will fo readily, as I once hoped, acqurefce iu the 

* agreement made between us/ 

FioripisL * If flie does not, all wiH come out v 
€ and if fo, Murcio will certainly return to his firft 

* engagement to give her to Conrade* .■■ . ., What 
4 fay you, Melanthe ? Have you averfion enough for 
4 my brother to run .fo great a rifque I ' 

This demand made Melanthe bhifb exceffively ;. 

— — fhe paufedy hung down her head ; but at 

laft made this return ; '« So fudden, a change in mjc 
4 fortune might well excufe me from giving adi-» 

* reft anfwer to fuch a queftion : — of this, how- 

* ever,, you may be a flu red, that I have not cou- 

* rage to difobey my father a fecond time, and th;al 
« I love the fifter too well to. have any averfion; to 
« the brother/ 

- On this Dorimon kiffed her hand with- a great 
«leal of warmth, and faid many tender and paf- 
rioiwte things to her, which, as the reader will 

. eafify 
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tafily conceive, I think it needlefs to repeat ; and 
(hall only add, that between the brother and the 
filler, Melanthe was at 1 aft prevailed upon to con- 
fers, that it would be without the leaft re* 

lu dance fee ihould obey her father in the choice 
he had now made for her. Tho' there was now 
little caufe to apprehend any difappointment in 
thefe nuptials, yet I reforved to fee the thing fully 
concluded on : accordingly I went the next morn- 
ing- to Murcio's houfe; where I found him very 
bufy with his lawyer; — Dorimon came in foon 
after, and the writings were prefently filled up, 
ftgned, fealed, and duly executed by both parties : 
— and the lawyer had no (boner left $e room, than 
Murcio fpoke to Dorimon in thefe terms : 

Murcio. < Well, Dorimon, I think there is no- 
c thing now wanting for the making you my fon, 

* except the ceremony of the church ; and I did 

* not care how foon that alfo was performed ;■ — 
.1 do not love to fee affairs of this nature kept 

long in hand ; befides, you muft know, that 

on my daughter's refufing to marryihe perfon I 
firft propofed to her, I fwore in my paffion that 
I would never fee her face again till (he was a 
wife/ 

Dorimon. « You may be allured, fir, I (hall 
think every moment an age ; and I do not doubt 
but the knowledge of the vow you have made 
will very much expedite my wifhes.' 
Murcla. * I am going directly to my little coun- 
try feat, and fliall leave you to tonfult with her 
about the day ; but will write to thereclor of****, . 
Who is my kinfman, and deure he will perform 
the office ; when that is over, would have you 
both come down to *****, where you may de- 
pend upon meeting with a fatherly reception/ 

Nothing* 



€ 
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Nothing farther of. any confequenee was faid by 
each of them.— Muroio took coach, for the coua~ 
try, and Dorimon went to the apartments of his 
Hiittrefs ; where ftrenuoufly proifing her for the 
fpeedy contamination of his happinefs, her father's 
pretended vow ferved as an excufe (on her compli- 
ance, and foe confented that the wedding. fhould 
he the next Sunday after. No accident retarded 
the fulfilling this agreement, and they were map* 
ried on the day appointed ; after which they* fet 
out,, accompanied by Florimel, for'** 4 **, to re- 
ceive the bleiEngs he had promifed to beftow upon 
them* As no one of the company had any reafoa 
to be difconterted at what had happened, it is not 
to be doubted out the goddefs of chearfulnefs ac- 
companied them in their little journey ; -r- 1 fay 
jpurney, becaufe the lifter of Dorimon having an 
averfion to the water, they, went in a landau, in 
complaifance to her ;. but the fubjeft of their con- 
verfation is not in my power to relate, as I bad na 
opportunity, of being witnefs of ifc 

CHAP, ix; 

Contains a fuccintt account of fome farther particu- 
ia*s, injome meafure relative to the foregoing ad* 
ventum 

HAVING married my two new-made lovers,, 
the reader will, poflibly imagine, that the laft 
sr&of the play is ended, and that I fhould now drop 
the curtain, to prepare for fome freih fubje& of 
entertainment $ — but he muft wait awhile $ •— I 
have not yet done with any of my chara&ers ; and 
be&des^ as there are many things which feem to 
require a farther explanation, f cannot think of 
parting with my favourite Florimel without giving 

her 
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herthofe praifes which, her wit and good-humour 
may juftly claim. It is not unlikely* indeed, but 
that there may ha foeae over-fcrupukms ladies in 
the World, who will be fo far from approving the 
character of this charming girl, that they will 
highly contemn her far afluming the air ana habit 
of a man, tho' for ever fo ihort a fpace of time; 
and even rail at Mel an the for confenting to put in 
execution the ftratagem fhe had contrived for her 
deliverance from an evil fo juftly dreaded by her r 
Such as thefe will certainly think I have faidenough* 
if not too much on the occafion, and perhaps 
throw afide. the book, and cry, they will read no 

farther: Well, be it fo, the lofs wil lb* 

entirely their own; 1 am pretty confident, nei- 
ther my reputation, nor the profits of my publifher^ 
will fuffer by their ill-nature in this point. It is 
for the entertainment of the gay, the witty, and 
truly virtuous, who, by the way, are never cen* 
forious, that thefe lucubrations.are chiefly intend- 
ed ; and if I am fo fortunate as to pleafe them, 
fliould give myfelf no great pain what may be faid 
of me by thofe of the. above-mentioned clafs. In 
defiance therefore of thefe fair, or rather unfeir 
critics, I thall proceed, in what I have farther to- 
relate concerning, the principal; fubjp&s of this 
narrative. . •> 

On their arrival at *****, they were received 
by Murcio with a (hew of the greateft fatisfaftion ; 
yet I; who took care to be there before them* in 
order to be witnefs of what fliould pais* at this firft* 
interview, could eafily perceive that he embraced 
his fon-in-law with more cordiality and lefs con- 
ftraint than he did his daughter ; — the remem- 
brance of her fuppofed fault doubtlefs rendered him 
unable to treat her with his accuftom'd tendernefs ; 
^-hefcarce twich'd hw cheek iivialu ting her ^ and 1 

when 
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•when he gave her his bleffing, added,— — c Pray 

* Heaven your future conduct may deferve it/ lc 
could not be otherwife, but that all the company 
mull comprehend the full meaning of thefe words^ 
but poor Melanthe was fo much affefted by them* 
that flie burft into a flood of tears, and throwing 
herfelf a fecond time at her father^ feet, addrefs'd 1 
him in thefe pathetic terms i 

Melanthe. * Oh, fir, — I beg, — I befeech you, 

* by all the love you once had for me, to forgive 
4 the only aft of difobedience I was ever guilty 'of y 

* pardon but the averfion I had to the match you 
4 firft propofed to me, and you will eafily abfolve* 
« the reft/ 

Dorimon. '« Yes, fir, — my dear,— my charm- 
4 ing wife is as innocent of every thing that cait 
4 deferve your blame, as 1 am from even the molt 

* diftant wifhof violating her purity, or diihonour- 
4 ing your family/ 

Fkrimel. * Ay, ay, — it is poor me that am- 

* alone in fauk$ but fince the mifchief I have done* 

* has been produ&ive of fo much good, I fcarce 
4 doubt of being excufed by a gentleman of fo- 
4 much good fenfe as Murcio. — I have delivered' 
c your daughter, fir, Jby my contrivance, from the- 

* horrors of a forced marriage ; -2-1 have procur'd* 
4 a-wife for my brother, with whom if he is not 

* the molt happy r I am certain he deferves to be: 
' the moft miferable of all mankind ; and I have 
*" g ot y ou a fonrin-law^. who I hope will merit.thak 
*• honour by his future behaviour.' 

Murcio, who could not form even thehioftdif— 
tant guefs at the meaning of all ! this, look'd fome- 
times. on the one, and fosnetimes on the other, with* 
all the tokens of the utmoft amazement, without; 
ieing able to fpeak.one fyllable y which gave Flo- 
rime 
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rimcl the opportunity of unravelling the whole myf- 
teryof the affair, as (he had before promifed Me- 
lanthe to take upon herfelf to do. In fpite of the* 
little refentment Murcio at flrft conceived for the 
trick that had been put upon him, he could not 
forbear fmiling at the-invention of the contriver ; 
and the *wit and (pirit with which that young lady 
talked to him upon it very much contributed to 
bring him into good humouro but that which en- 
tirely reconciled him to the wedded pair, was the 
confederation that Dortmort was wholly ignorant of 
the plot till after the marriage was concluded, and 
the afiurance Mel ant he gave him, that flic was far 
from any intention to deceive him, but had flatterM 
herfelf with the hope that Conrade would have 
broke the engagement,, without mentioning to 
him the reafons he had for doing fo. Though to 
have married bis daughter to Conrade would have 
faved him fix thoufand pounds, yet the many ill 
confequences which would probably have attended * 
fo difproportionate a match now occurring to his 
mind, which before he had not thought upon, 
made him not only contented, but rejoiced, that 
this change of hands had happened ; and he could 
not forbear kiffing and hugging Florimel for being 
the chief author of it. 

Every one now endeavouring to outvie the other 
in giving teftimonies of their good humour, among 
the many gay and gallant things faid by Dorlmon 
on this occafion, he protected to keep his French 
cloaths as long as he lived, for a perpetual 
Memento of the good they had done for him, 
and never wear them but on the anniverfary of 
that happy day which gave his dear Melanthe to 
his arms. On falling afterwards into fome dif- 
courfe concerning the oddnefs of the accident 
which had brought about a marriage fo little 

thought 
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thought of by either of the parties, yet fo agreetiWe* 
to both* as well as to their friends, Mure i ft qx* 
prefled himfelf in this manner : 

Murcio* c I cannot help thinking that thtfre i* 
fomething peculiarly remarkable in this tranf- 
a&ion, and looks as if the s hand of Heaven had 
dire&ed the accomplishment/ 
FIorinuL 4 1 dare almoft engage my own life for 
the mutual happinefs of theirs : — their humours 
are fo exa&ly fuited to each other, that neither 
of them is fit for any body elfe $. and, now I con*' 
fider on it, am amazed, that in the long acquaint- 
ance they had together, this bufinefs never came 
into either of their heads till chance put it there.* 
Dorimon* < Nay, fitter, I am now convinced, 
by the tranfport and the pleafing flutter at my* 
heart, on the offer Murcio made of his. daughter,, 
that I was then paffionately. in love with her* 
-tho* without knowing it/ 
Mekntht. ' And if you had been** indifferent 
to me, as I then thought you were, I fbould not' 
certainly have been fa foon and fo eafily. perfuad- 
ed to be your's/ 

Murcio. * Well, all things have happened for the 
beft, and there is nothing now wanting to com- 
plete my fatisfaftion, but the clearing up Me- 
lanthe's innocence to Conrade. ~i~l fliouki be 
glad he were here/ 

The word was fcarce out of his mouth, when a: 
fervint came into the room, and informed him, 
that the perfon he had raention'd was below j on» 
which he ordered he mould be immediately in- 
troduced. The old gentleman* who had heard no- 
thing of what had happen'd, nor ken Murcio finee 
the converfation with him repeated in a former 
chapter, had been impatient to know the fuccefs of 

his 
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his proppfal to Dorimon ; and finding he did not 
return to town as ufual, made him this vifit 
at *****, in order to gratify his curiofity. He had 
not advanced above half-way into the room, when. 
Murcio prefcnted the bride and bridegroom to him; 
and told him he had been juft wi fning for him to 
congratulate the nuptials. Conrade endeavoured 
to compofe himfelf enough to falute them with the 
accuftom'd forms ; but as he had not in his heart 
believed that Dorimon would be prevaiTd upon to 
marry Melanthe, tho* he had advifed her father ta 
make the experiment, was fo much furprifed on 
finding the affair concluded, that he could not for- 
bear teftifying it in his looks, as well as by crying 
cut, 

Conrad*. c What, married ? ' > 

Fkrimel. * Yes ; fir,— they are married,——* 

* the indifibluble knot is tied ; ■ ■ for which all 
4 due thanks be given to your fortunate miftakc' 

Conrade. c My miftake, madam ? — pardon met 

* if I do not comprehend your meaning/ 

% Dtrimon. * I believe you do not, fir ; yet it is 

* to your miftaking another for me, that I am in*-, 

* debted for being put in pofleffion of a happincfy 

* which otherwife I muft have folicited for a long 
€ feries of time, and perhaps at laft never have ob- 

* tain'd : — I do afTure you, fir, I never prefum'd to> 
« entertain one wifh to the diffconour of Melanthe„ 
€ and was fleeping in my own bed when you ima-, 
« gin'd me juft rifen from her arms.' 

Murcio. * He tells you nothing but the truth * 
c —he is innocent, fo is Melanthe - y but here ftaods- 

* her gallant i— here is the author of this enigma.* 

In concluding thefe words, which he had uttcr'df 
with the moft chearful air, he patted Florimel up- 
on her cheek, and gently pufh'd her towards Con- 
rade ; but that gentleman was now in fuch a con> 

fternationj. 
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fternation, that he fcarce knew where he was jj 
much lefs had the power of diftinguifhine the fenfe 
of any thing he either faw or heard, till Florimel 
related to him, in her Uprightly fufhion, every par- 
ticular of that ft rat age rrv which had occaiioned the 
breaking off the intended match between him and 
Melanthe : — Murcio alfo, and Dorirnon, averring. 
the truth of what (he fa id, he began at lad to fee 
clearly into the whole affair 5 — after* which Me- 
kmthe, with a great deal of modefty and fiweetnefs,. 
addrefs'd herfclf to him in thefe terms : 

Melanthe. * I hope, fir, you» will pardon the 
*• deception put upon you, as I was conftrain'd to 

* purfue fo extraordinay a method, to. avoid a 
' thing which, in the end, muff have been no lefs 

* difagreeable to you than to myfelf ;.— 1 ftr«lt 

* always acknowledge my obligation for the gene- 
€ rous offer your affection made; but love, iir, is 

* not in our power ; — if it were, my gratitude to. 

* you, the confideratior* of my own intereft, and 
' the duty owing to my father, would certainly. 

* have inspired me with it.* 

' Conrad*. * Say no more, fweet lady, . IJ am 

* afhamed of my paft folly, and only wifh you 

* would cxeit all the influence you have over your 
c witty fhe-gallant, not to expofe this ftory in 
*• print ; I fhould be forty, methinks, to fee my* 
« felf in a novel or play.* 

Florimel" •' No, no, fir, you need be under no 

* apprehenfions on that fcore ; 1 would not,. 

•' for my own fake, have the world know I put on 

* breeches, left my hufband, when I get one, 

* ihould be afraid I would attempt to wear them 

* afterwards.' 

This reply of Florimel's fet the whole company 
into a fit of laughter, and would, doubtlefs have 

beast 
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%>een the occafion of many pleafant repartees, if 
the butler had not that inftant given them a fum- 
tnons to the next room, where was a table ele- 
gantly fpread with every thing fuitable to the tea- 
Ion ; but as I could not partake of any of the 

delicacies I faw before me, I thought it beft to 
leave the houfe; So accordingly I flipt out, pluck'd 
«ofF my Belt, went into a boat, and ordered the 
waterman to row as fail as poffible to London ; 
where being arrived, I contented inyielf with (uch 
fare as my own ^homely board afforded. Not many 
weeks had this" adventure elapfed, hefore I heard 
£hat Florimel was married to a young gentleman 
whom for feveral years (he had loved, and by 
whom fhe was equally beloved : ■ my infatiate 
curiofity, on this information led me to enquire 
into the hidden caufe which had fo long delayed 
the completion of their mutual vfllhes j and by 
ways and means, too tedious to be here infer ted, I 
at laft difcovered it to be fuch as attradted my 
Jiigheft eiteem and admiration. 

Dorimon Jiad been a -little extravagant in his 
equipage and way of living while on his travels ; 
her whole fortune lay in his hands ; and if call'd . 
out, which in all probability would have been the 
.cafe if (he had married, he mud have been obliged 
to mortgage fome part of hi£ eftate for the pay- 
.menfr; — it was therefore to fuve her brother from 
fo great an inconvenience, that this generous 
•young lady had been deaf to all the felicitations 
of a beloved. lover, and the fort pleadings of her 
own heart, till Melanthe's fortune coming into 
the family, removed the only impediment to her 
wiflies. Thus, by the mod unfeen, undreamt-of 
means, does Providence difpofe every thing for the 

advantage of his favourites : Florimel, by her 

wit and contrivance to ferve her fair friend, with* 

out 
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out propofing the lcaft intereft to herfelf, or even 
imagining fhe could have any, not only brought 
about her brother's happinefs, but met her own 
reward in the accompliihment <Jf her felicity. 
Thefe two families live together in the moft 
perfedl harmony ; and Murcio, Who is little lefs 
fond of Florimel than of hi? oWh daughter, pafles 
moft of his ttipe among them : Conrade alfo is 
extremely intimate with both, infomuch that it 
h thought he will, at his deceafe, divide a good 
part of his large fortune between them. 
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CHAP, L 

Is a kind of warning-bell to the public, and gives a 
melancholy, tbo' too common proof, that a per/on in 
endeavouring by unju/l or imprudent tneafures to 
avoid falling into an imaginary misfortune* is fre- 
quenify liable to bring on effe£lually what might other* 
wife never have happened. 

OF all the paffions which diftraft the human 
mind, there is none more pernicious in its 
3uality, or more dreadful in its confluences, than 
ealoufy; — it is looked upon, indeed, asthemoft 
certain proof of a ftrong and violent afFe&ion ; 
yet it is. fuch a proof as no one would wifh to ex- 
perience, as it infallibly involves the beloved ob- 
ject in a variety of difquiets, whether innocent or 
guilty ; nor is the perfon poflefs'd 6f this raging 
Fury lefs wretched ; fo juft , are thefc words of 
Mr. Dryden : 
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O Jealoufy ! thou raging ill, 
Why haft thou found a place in lovers hearts ? 

Affli&ing what thou can'ft not kill, 
And poifoning love himfelf with his own darts ? 

And as the inimitable Shakefpear yet more em* 
phatically, in my opinion, exprefles it ; 

O what damnM minutes tells he o'er, 

Who doats, yet doubts ; fufpecls, yet ftrongly loves I 
i . ■ 

But as jealousy frequently takes pofleffion of the 
foul by almoft imperceptible degrees, the following 
little narrative may ferve as an antidote againft its 
poifon; and warn every one, married perfons efpe- 
cially, not to give way to its firft attacks, left it 
fhould be in time wholly fub'dued byit. 

Cleora had from her very infancy been promifed 
in marriage to the fon of a neighbouring gentle* 
man, about three years oldex than herfelf $ an in- 
clination for her intended huflband grew up with 
her years; nor was his affeclion lefs tender for her,- 
who he expected would one day be his wife ; but 
when the innocent pair became ripe for the confum- 
mation of their mutual wifhes,"an unhappy difpute 
happened between their parents, which entirely 
broke off the match at once, and they were forbid 
to fee each other any more. As I was not at that 
time acquainted with either of the lovers, I cannot 
pretend to defcribe what their young hearts fuf- 
tainejl in this cruel feparation ; — it was doubtlefs 
very grievous to them both at firft ; » but ab- 
fence, and a variety of amufements, provided for 
them by their refpedtive parents, in order to dif- 
fipate their chagrin, by degrees wrought the defir'd 
effects :-*-Leander, for fo he was callM, grew one- 
of thegayeft men about the town ; and Cleora was 
fo far wean'd from the remembrance Of him, that 

fhe 
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fhe obey'd her father without reluctance in receiv- 
ing the addrefles of Ariftus, who, after the neceiTary 
forms of courtihip, became her hufband. 

Few nuptials gave a greater promife of felicity j 
— the births, the fortunes of the wedded- pair were 
equal ; — their ages perfectly agreeable : — ihe was 
not quite nineteen, and he no more than five and 

twenty : (he was a very lovely woman, he a 

mod graceful man. — He had ador'd her to fo ro- 
mantic a height, that it was thought, if he had not 
obtain'd her, a dagger or a bowl of poifon muft 

have been his fate. She treated him with alt 

the tendernefs that could be expected from a virtue 

ous woman by a reafonablc man : they were, 

in the firft months of their marriage, the envy 
and admiration of as many as knew them. — Bur, 
alas, how uncertain is the date of human happi- 
nefs ! — When Heaven is not pleafed to beftow on 
us a contented mind, I mean, when we do not 
afk that blefling, and endeavour to acquire it, in 
Vain indulgent -h ortune lavifhes her whole flock of 
bounties on us : we repine amidft our plenty, en- 
joy nothing we poflefs, and are wretches becaufc 
we will be fo« 

The bridal houfe, fo lately the theatre of joy and 
pleafure, foon became the cell of gloomy fullennefs 
and black defpair ; — the eyes of the beautiful 
.Cleora were frequently feen red with weeping; — 
ihe ceafed to appear at any public place, and re- 
ceived very little company at home ; while on the 
brow of the once chearful gay Ariftus now lower'd 
a heavy melancholy, and all the indications of a 
deep inward grief. Every one faw the change* 
but none could prefently difcern the caufe : it cquld 
not however long be kept a fecret ; the fervant* 
who waited immediately on their perfons were the 

Vol. L 1 Brit 
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firft who difcover'd it : theft reported it to the 
others, and they fail'd not to whifper it to as many 
as they were acquainted with, — that their maftef 
was prodigioufly jealous of his lady. 

The firft tokens lie gave of this frenzy, as I 
have been fince inform'd, was to debar Cleora 
from going to the opera, the play, the mafquerade, 
and all routs and affemblies, all which places fhe 
had been accuftomed to frequent : — (he obeyed 
him, notwithftanding, without murmur or repin- 
ing ; and told him, with a great deal of fweet- 
tiefs, that if thofe diverfions were infinitely dearer 
to her than ever they had been, fhe would readily 
Sacrifice all the plealure fhe took in them, to that 
of tcftifying her love and duty to him. Not con- 
tented with this, he proceeded farther, and forbad 
her to make any vifits without him, except to his 

mother, who lived but in the next ftreet $ and 

then to let him know, that he might, meet her 
there, and bring her home. — Hard as this injunc- 
tion feemed to her, fhe complied with it, being re- 
folved, if poffible, to chace from his mind all thofe 
ideas fhe found he had conceived in prejudice of her 
difcretion, and convince him that fhe regarded no- 
thing fo much as his fatisfa&ion. 

What more could woman do, or man exptd ? 
** ■ yet all was not enough to make this jealous 
hufband eafy. — Whenever they were abroad to- 
gether, if any gentleman happened to be in com- 
pany, the leaft gallant thing faid to her, or cora- 
plailance returned to it by her, immediately fet the 
•worm within his brain a madding, and made him, 
mn their coming home, reproach her in terms very 
unbecoming in him to make ufe of, and difficult 
for her to bear with patience ; —yet, nerothekfs, 

be 
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he ftill loved her, loved her to an excels ;—— 

but, as the poet fays, 

No figns of love in jealous men remain, 

But that which nek men have of life, their pain* 

This behaviour of Ariftus engroffed much of the 
converfation of the town, and various were the 
conjectures paffed upon it : — fome highly Blamed 
him j— others were apt to imagine there had really 
been fome imprudence on the part of Cleora 5 and 
not a few there were among her own fex, who, 
hating her for thofe very perfections which ought 
to have excited their efleem, fcrupled not to pro- 
nounce her guilty of every thing Jhe could be fuf- 
pe&ed of. 

Much was this lady to be pitied — deprived of 
alt thofe pleafures to which her youth ha^been ac~ 
cuftomed, — ill treated by her hufband,— cenfured 
by her acquaintance, and fecluded from the fociety 
of thofe who might have found means of diverting* 
if not wholly diiiipating her melancholy. To add 
to her misfortunes, fhe had no friend near her to 
whom (he might complain ; — her father being a 
. widower, had broke up houfe-keeping foon after 
her marriage, and was retired with an intent to 
pafs the remainder of his days with her elder fifter f 
who was fettled in a far diftant county 5 fo that the 
only perfon from whom fhe received any confola- 
tion was Mifs Lucia, the fitter of Ariftus, a young 
lady of great good nature, and who believing Jher 
truly innocent, ufed her utmoft endeavours to put 
all chimeras to her prejudice out of her brother's 
head. 

The difcourfes which continually filled my ears 
about this family, and the. different opinions the 
world had of the manner of theijr living together, 
I 2 \x\^>^ 
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made me refolve to have recourfe to my Invifrbility, 
in order to difcover which was in the right. Ac- 
cordingly I went one day, equipt as ufual with my 
Belt and Tablet, to make a vifit at their houfe :— 
Ariftus was abroad ; but I found Cleora fitting in a 
very penfive pofture in her drefling-room. 1 had 
not been there above two minutes before her foot- 
man came in and prefented her with a letter,, which 
lie told her was .left for her by a porter, who (aid 
it required no anfwer, and was gone. 

I muft confefs, that on hearing this, I was guilty 
of great injuftice to Cleora, and began to be ap- 
prehenfive that herhufband's fufpicions were found- 
ed on too folid reafons ; but I was foon afhamed 
of my rafh judgment, when flipping behind her 
chair, and looking over her fhoulder as fhe read, I 
perceived the letter was from Mifs Lucia, and con- 
lain'd thefe lines ; 

« Dear Sister, 
c Words cannot cxprefs how greatly I am 
troubled on rinding myfelf obliged to fend this 
inftead of waiting on you in perfon $ — be affured 
I love and value your conversation as I ought, 
and fhall no lefs fuffer in being deprived of it, 
Heaven knows for how long a time, than you 
will do in the knowledge of the caufe ; — fome 
idle ftories, of which, I dare believe, my bro- 
ther's unhappy caprice has been the fole occafion, 
have reach'd the ears of my mamma, and made 
her think it improper for me to be feen with you, 
while the world continues to judge of you in the 
manner it does at preftht : — fne heard of your 
meflage to me, and ftricUy forbid me to obey 

the fummons ; you know too well, my dear 

Cleora, what duty is owing from a child to a 
parent, and alfo how much my father's will has 

« Jcft 
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c left me in her power, to refent the painful proof I 

* now give of my obedience to fyer. 1 wiih* 

4 for my own fake as well as yours, that {he, my 
' brother, and every one that knows us, were as 
c well convinced as myfelf, of your perfect inno- 
c cence ; but, till that happy time arrives, mult 

* content myfelf with the memory of the many 

* happy hours we have paffed together, and the 
c - hopes of mgny more yet to come, when once the 

* horrid cloud which now feparates us is removed* 

* — Farewel, — that Heaven may fend you com- 

* fort under your prefent affliction, and fpeedily 
*■ relieve you from it, fhall be the conftant prayex 

* of her, who is, with the greateft fincerity, 

* Your moft affc&ionate, filler, 

# * Lucia/ 

Scarce had (he gone through half this epiftle be- 
fore her countenance betrayed the effedt it pro- 
duced ; difdain, rage, grief, feemed now to have 
united all their force to raiie a tern pelt ui her mind* 
which immediately broke forth in thefe and the. 
like exclamations : — ' Deprived* of my poor Lucia 
c too, ■ and on? fo' {hocking a pretence ! Good 
c Heaven, for what unknown crime of mine, or 

* of my anceirors, am I link'd into fuch a family? 
c —Mother and ion alike unjuft, ungrateful, bale, 

* tyrannic ! — Have I renounced all the gay amufe- 
c ments of life, fubmitted my temper to the will 

* of an imperious huiband, and made it my whole 
ftudy to oblige him, to meet at laft with this un- 

generous, this barbarous return ? My virtue- 

lufpc&ed, my reputation traduced, and my con- 
versation ftiunn'd as a difgrace ! — Oh, 'tis too 

much, too much for human patience u> 

fuiUin !' 

I.3 Many 
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Many other expreiTions of the fame nature did 
her paffion vent, tiJl at laft, recollecting the rc- 
queft Lucia had made in the poftfcript of her let- 
ter, Ibe fnatched it haftily from off her toylet, and 
thruft it into the fire, faying at the fame time,— 

* Poor Lucia, however, mull not fuffer for her 
€ friendship tp me/ 

A rift us being returned home, was .that inftant 
coming up ftairs, which being oppolite to the room 
where Cleora was, and the door open, he had an 
opportunity of feeing this laft action, though not of 
hearing the words which accompany\i it : he 

flew like lightning to the chimney, in order tafave 
the paper, not doubting but it contained fomething 
that might add frefh fuel to his jealoufy; but, 
nimble as he was, the flames were vet more quick* 
and Teft not the leaft part of what he {o much ' 
wanted unconfumed — This disappointment, joined 
with what he had feen Cleora do, fo much in- 
flamed him, that looking on her with eyes fpark- 
ling with indignation he faluted her with this 
reproach ; 

Ariflus* * I perceive, madam, you will be ftiQ 
6 too cunning for me : ■ had I come: a moment 

* fooner, I might perhaps have difcovered enough 
4 in that paper to have filenced all your future 
« boaftings of virtue and fidelity.' / 

Cleora. * Oh, iir, you need be under no ap- 
c prehenfions on that icore* — the continuance of 

* your bale fufpicions deferves not that Iihouldbe 

* at any pains to undeceive you/ 

•Arjftus. ' c No,— 'twould be in vain j too 

* well 1 know you ; nor can you,— ^dare you 

* now attempt to juftify yourfelf, after the glaring' 

* proof I have received of your infidelity.* 
Clnra. * What proof?' 

' Arijlus* 
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Ariftus. c That paper, — ; — perfidious woman ; 

that paper, whofe afhes, Could they fpeak, 

would rife up in judgment again ft you/ 
Cleora. * This is madnefs, or feme new pretext 
to ufe me ill. — Pray what can the mod injuri- 
ous of your imaginations fuggeft on the burning 
of a bit of paper ? ' 

Ariftus. « Did I not obferve your countenance 
while throwing the lewd fcrawi into the fire ?— 
Did not your gloating eyes purfue it as you would 
the fellow from whom it came ? — Were not all 
the marks of guilt and confufioa on your cheeks 
on my approach ? —But this is not all $. — 1 was 
told below that you had juft received a letter by 
a porter : — anfwer to that, thou- hypocrite ! — • 
Does it become 3 married woman of']pur rank 
and circumftances, to receive letters- brought by 
iuch mefiengersf 

CUera. * A married woman J— fay rather, a 
married wretch j for fuch are all who have huf- 
bands like Ariftus,' 

Ariftus. ' StUl yoi* evade the queflion j but if 
you would not deferve to* he the wretch you call 

yourfelf, — — be pnee £ncere,. and tell me from. 

which of your pretended ^dqiugr* th^t letter 
came/ 

Cleora. * From none/ 

Ariftus. * Perhaps then fome female agents,,— 

fome fly promoter, of your amorous intrigues :.—- 

but no equivocations v— explain the whole, or, 

by Heaven, my fword: 

Cleora. » Do, —kill me k — it is the only z&> of" 

kindnefs you can fhew,, and all I now wifh to* 

receive from you.' 

Ariftus., ' So daring inyour crimes* abandonM* 

creature !*— but get out of my fight this moment^ 

left I be indeed provok'd to do^a.deed I might 

hereafter repent of 

L-t> Chora*. 
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Chora. € Monfter ! — but to quit your prefencc is 
4 a command I feall always be ready to obey/ 

It was with an unfpeakable haughtinefs that 
Gleora utter'd thefe words as fee flung out of the 
joorru I am apt to believe, by the amazement 
Ariftus now appear'd in, that this was the firft 
time (he had ever teftified any great marks of re- 
fcntment for his ill-treatment of her : — he ftbod 
for fome moments in a profound refverie, and when 
be came out of it, lifted up his hands • and ejres 
to Heayen, faying, 4 Good God, nothing but the 
4 moft perfe& innocence, or the moft con fu mm ate 
4 guilt, t<jpuld infpire a woman with fo much bold* 

* nefs. 1 fehow not what to think.* Then fold- 
ing his arms, again feem'd loft in meditation; 
which having indulged awhile, the fubject of it 
buril out in thefe words : 4 If fee were innocent,' 
4 wherefore feould fee conceal from me the contents 
4 of that curfed letter ? No, — 'tis too plain fee is 

* guilty. — In vain would my fond heart, that ftill' 
4 tleats on her, find excufes for her behaviour j— 

* « yet it would be fome eafe to be convinced j — but 
4 V it is impoflibie, — fee has too much art. How 
4 true, O Dryden, are thy words ■! 

Falfe women to new joys unfeen can move, 
There are no prints left in the paths of love r 
All other goods by pi\blic marks are known ; - 
But this* we moft deure to keep, has none. • 

- After this he walk'd feveral times backwards 
and forwards in the room, then ran haftily down 
flairs, as I imagined, in fearch of Cleora : but' 
finding he did not, and went out of the houfe, I 
alio left it too, having an engagement of my own* 
that even ng» 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IL 

In which the reader is requejfed to expecl no more 
than a continuation of the fame narrative begun m 
the preceding chapter.. 

r~y* H E drftrefs in which I left Cleora* and the 
JL knowledge I now had of her innocence, 
▼ery much aflk&ed me, and I mull either have- 
changed my nature, or have loft that happy gift of 
Inviiibility, which enabled me to difcover almoft 
every thing, not to have flown the next morning 
to the houfe of Ariftus, in order to inform myfelf 
what effects the conversation of the preceding night 
had produced. I truly pitied the unhappy pair r for 
though Ariftus was unjuil and cruel in his- fufpi- 
cions, yet I plainly faw he fuffered no lefs in hi» 
own mind than what he infli&ed on his much in- 
jured wife y efpecially when I reflected that he 

was not guilty through a want of affeclion (or her, 
• but a too violent excels of it j as is obferved by oae 
4>f out befl; Englifh poets ;. ^ 

The greater care the higher paflion fHcws'f J- 
We hold that deareft we moil fear to lofe.. 

Indeed I foorr found, how much more than I 
-could even have imagined, this offending, hulband 
deferved my commiferation :, — he was* abroad, and 
Gleora not yet rifen from, her bed r when 1 made 
tny vifit, which, as near as I can remembers w?s^ 
ibmewhat pail eleven o'clock.: — — refolved, how- 
ever, not to lofe my labour entirely^ I had re~ 
eourfe for intelligence to the tattlers of thekitchen,, 
whom, according to- my wifh, I found bufy in 
iiifcourfe on the. very point 1 wanted. Some 
i 5 took 
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took the part of their tnafter,— fomeof their 
lady ; and upon the whole, I found that a feconi 
quarrel having enfued after Ariftus came home, 
CJeora had refufed either to fup or fleep with him; 
but lay in a bed {he had ordered to be prepared for 
her in another room; on which he went not to his 
own, but had continued the whole .night walking 
about the houfe, and behaved like a man totally 
deprived of reafon ; and that when morning came 
he went out* 

.On a fudden,. hearing the footmarvfey that his 
matter knock' d at the ftrcet-door, I followed as (A 
as I couJ<i, being more curious to fee how A rift us 
would behave, than to hear what would be the 
iffue of the conteil between jhe fervants. Accord- 
ingly I got clofe in the comer of an arch while he 
patted by, and could fee nothing in his countenance 
of that ferocity the fervants had been defcribing : 
— on the contrary, a perfect compofure feemed to 
roe to fit upon all his features, and left not the lead 
traces of diffat is faction, I attended him to the 
chamber, which Cleora had made choice of for her 
tfepofe, if it were poflibie for her to take any, the 
preceding night. He knock'd gently at the door j 
but finding rt not readily open'd, retired and went 
into the dining-room, where he called a fervant, 
and bid him feek his wife's waiting-maid, and 
order her to come immediately to him. The young 
woman prefently appeared, though I eafily difcern'3 
not without fome tremor of the nerves, expecting, 
perhaps, to participate in the effects of her matter's « 

difpleafure : her countenance, however, grew 

more aflured when he fpoke in the mod courteous 
accents, faying, 

Arijlus. * Is your lady awake yet, Mrs, Betty f* 
Waiting- Maid* * Yes, tit. 9 

AriJIuu 
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Mijlus. ' Then let her know I am readjr for 

* breakfaft, and a& if ihe will have the tea ferved> 
** where ihe is*, «£ iife her; own. djsnlng^roonvafe 

* ufualj 

She faid no more, and'aftennraking-albwvicttrtr]^' 
went out of the room,., very. muckfurpri fed at this. 
fudden turn, as indeed was I, after what I had feea* 
and heard y nor was able to determine as yet, whe- 
ther the extraordinary. compUifaace he jhiewed was- 
real or affe&ed i-. — I was foon convinced, .however;*, 
when the maid returned with- this.- anfwer to hi*, 
mefiage:. 

Waitmg'Maid* € < Sir* my lady- defires to be e**- 
** cufed }r-ft»e has got a violent headache, and? 
«* begs not to be. dift urbed.' " • . 

Arijm. * T.ell her I bring her news >that will i 

€% make her. well •, ,« *u>y t hold,.; — I. willgp* 

v myfelf.' 



«< 



With tbefe laft words he-flew to; the chamber^ 
and puflung open the. door, , which was iiow -un- 
locked, . found his wife fitting, in a very^nielancholy 
and dejt&ed ppfture : . — the ftartei up .at fight . of 
him, , arid without giving him leave«to fppak, . ac- 
^ofted him tin thefe terms*: • 

Gkora* c * 'Tis -hard that no part of a hoirfe, . of. 
** which I am flattered with the name of miftrefs, 
4 * can protect . me from - the infoks of a man who . ' 
«• certainly, married jne. with no other view than t<*> 
**make me miferable.V 

Ariftus* * • Oh fay . not foy ——I will foon ;con- - 
«* vince you to the contrary.; ,— nor ihall you ever: 
4 * more have, caufe to fly the prefence of Aciftus : . 

* 1 own I have been to blame ; have faid and 

* ctone a . thoufand things that 1 amaih&med to . 
1A « thiaki 
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* think on. But why, my dear Clcora, ditf you 

* raifc my pafiion to that guilty height? Why 

* < onceal from me the author and- contents of the 

* letter which pave mc (o much pain ? ' 

Cleora. 4 It would be eafy for mc to juftify my 
« refufaL' 

Aiijlus. • I know it would, my angel, full well 
.* I know it would ; •-- but I am now let into the 
4 tecret without your being guilty of a breach of 
.* fricndfbip to oblige me.* 
, Chora. * What is it you mean, Ariftus ? 

Arifiui. • 1 have been this morning at my mo- 

* ther's, where fpeaking of our unhappy quarrel, 

* and the motive of it, my filter immediately 

* changed countenance, and after vindicating yo jt 

* conduct with the utmoft vehemence, and feverelV 

* condemning mine, confefs'd that it was herfeff 
4 thnt had fent that letter to you by a porter, and 

* had deftred you to burn it as foon as read/ 
CU-jra. * Dear Lucia! — oh that the brother 

« had the nfter's temper V 

. Arijlus. * Brother and fifter are equally devoted 
■• to you : — if Lucia were Ariftus, (he would do as 
4 Ariilus does ; and if Ariftus were Lucia, he 
4 would a£t like Lucia : — the difference of fexes 

* nukes all the difference in our fentiments or be- 

* haviour :-— her's is a tender friendfhip : — mine a, 

* raging love, which, while happy in your poffdfion, 
4 trembles at even the moft diftant pofiibility of 

* ever being lefs to.* 

Clear** *• Can it be love that fufpe&s my virtue ?' 
jlrijlm, ♦ By Heaven, my cooler moments have 

* never let you down as capable of wronging me 4 , 
•* of difhonoufingyoarfclf; but when pa flion rages 

* in the foul, re* Ton has little government over our 

* thoughts or words. I know I have been much 
4 to blame :— but, oh ! Clcora-, forgive a fault oc- 

* ca&oned only by an excefs of fondue ft. So text 

% I prize 
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f i prize you, that I envy the very air that breathes 

* upon your lips, and wifh to grow for ever there, 

* and keep out all intruders;' 

Cleora. ' But do you cbnfider how wretched 
c this caufelefs jealoufy has made me ? ' 

* Artftus. * Yes, and could tear but my heart for 

* having ever harboured the leaft unjuft fufpicion 

* of you ; yet have I fuffered torments much greater 
' than was in my power to inflict. Could you 

* be fenfible of the agonies I felt during this Jaft 

* whole cruel night, you mult, you would forgive 
•"and pity me.' 

1 CUora'. * Mine have not been lefs ; — yet could 

4 I forget all, had my reputation been untouched by 

* your ill-ufage: — but you now know the purport 

* of your fitter's letter j and can you think it'pof- 

* fible for me to fupf ort, with patience, the being 

* looked upon by your kindred as a difgrace to the 

* family I am come among ?' 

Arijlus. 4 Think not fo, my dear Cleora: — 
4 my fifter was always allured of your innocence, 

* and a ftrenuous vindicator of every thing you did ; 
4 my mother never thought worfe than that fome 
4 little inadvertencies in your conduct had wrought 

* me up to the follies I have been guilty of, which 

* fhe has juft now feverely chid me for : — - they 

* will both wait on you this* afternoon, and give 
4 you all the proofs in their power of the fincerc 

* refpeft and tendernefs they have for you/ 

• Cleora. * Well, Ariftus, if I could, be certain 

* that this was the laft trial you would make of my 
c good-nature, I might perhaps endeavour to think 

* no- more on what is panV 

Arijlus. € If ever 1 fall back rnto my former 
« errors, defpife me,--hate,— -think me the worfl: 

* of men f— no, be aflured 1 am too muchafham'd 
4 of what I have been, ever to be the like again j 
4 and as a proof of the perfect confidence 1 now 

4 have 
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4 have in you, henceforward keep what companjr 
4 you pleafe, I (hall prefer i be no rules for your con- 
4 du&, I fliall leave all to yourfelf,. and be fatisfied 
4 that all you do is right/ 

CUora. c I (hall take the Ufs liberty for your 
4 panting me fo much : — • but if youfhould re-- 

* lapfe, remember what a certain celebrated author* 

* of our fex fays on this occafion ; 

We women to ourfelvaes this jaftice owe r 
Thatthofc who think, us* falfe fhould find us (o* 

She fpoke this with fo> enchanting, a fmile, thatt 
Ariftus, though not yet quite fure that what he did- 
would be agreeable, could not forbear catching her 
in his arms, and* holding her for fome time lock'di 

in the moft ftrrft embrace;* then letting hes 

joofe, and looking, on. her with the extremeft. ten«- 
dernefs, cry'd, 

Jriflus. * Do you then forgive me?* 

Chora* 4 Ido/ 

With thefc words flie threw her friowy arms* 
sAout his neck,, put her face clofe to his, returning , 
all the endearments. he had juft before given her gr- 
after which, - — that is r as foon as the tranfport he: 
was in would give him leave tofpeak, he fa id, 

Jrtflus* * My for ever ador'd Cleora, depends 
4 upon it, that the whole ftudy of my life fball be." 
** to requite this goodnefs*' 

Chora. * Treat/ me but as my afiions deferve,.. 
4 — I afk no more ;.— but- come, let us go to* 
* breakfaft/ 

With this they went arm in arm into the next 
room, where Mrs. Betty and the tea equipage, 
waited their approach. I now left this once more 
happy pair to enjoy the fweets of their reconcilia- 
tion * 
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tion ; and as I doubted not but the contrition of 
Ariftus would be lading, as by many indications 
I had reafon to think it was fincere, expe&ed not ' 
that any future events, worthy the attention of an 
Invifible Spy, would happen to call me to their 
houfe again. But, unhappily for the perfons con- 
cerned in it, a very few days after convinced me 
how little I was endowed with the fpir it of pro- 
phecy ; and alio, that when once the fatal fire of 
jealoufy has got poffeflion of the mind, tho' it may 
lie dormant for a while, yet the leaft wafting of a 
feather, or even a (hadow, is fufficient to give it 
motion, and kindle the fmothered embers into a 
blaze. 

I was loitering one morning in the Park, the air 
was ferene and not cold, the time of year con- 
fid ered, for it was then November. — Few people 
being there, I had an opportunity of indulging con- 
templation with the wonders of nature, which even 
in the moft barren feafon afford matter to at trad our 
admiration, and was almoft loft in thought, when 
1 was fuddenly roufed from it by the appearance of 
Cleora, who, in a rich genteel difhabille, came 
tripping; down the walk, and after looking two or 
three times round her, feated herfelf on a bench 
juft opposite to St. James's-houfe.— My furprife 
to find a lady of her rank alone in that place, ftopp'd. 
my farther progrefs, and engaged me to draw near 
her, in order to obferve whether chance or any par- 
ticular motive bad brought her hither. In lefs time 
than the taking a pinch of fnuff would laft, Ariftus 
came as from the palace;— he faw his wife at a 
diftance, crofc'd over, and came to her, laying, 

Ariftus* * What are you. here,, my dear, and 
* alone?' 

CUora. 
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Cle&ra. ' You fee I am, but did not expe& to 

* be picked up by a gentleman this morning — Wc 
•are well met, however, and if .you have no bu- 
« fmefs that requires hafte, mould be glad you 
.* would give me your company while I flay, which 
.f will not be long/ 

- . jfrr/ius. * With all my heart. I was only 

* going to the coffee- houfe ; and in return for my 
, c cojnplaifance, you fhalJ tell me by what accident 

* I find you here thus unguarded.' 

Cleora. * Can one be unguarded where there are 
f (b many foldiers ? — But you muft know I havfr 

* been among the (hops at Charing- Crofs, and! 

* made a great many purchafes ; 1 chofe to 

€ walk over the Park : — I had William with me^ 

• c but as I knew the fentry would not fuffer him to 
.* pafs through with the things, I fent him home 

* the other way : — when I came hither, I found 
.'the air fo extremely pleafant, that I was tempted 

4 to fit down and enjoy a little of it, efpecially as I 

* found nobody here that I thought would take 

* notice of me : and now you have the whole 

c hiitory of my morning's t ran factions,' 

Arijlus* 6 A very concife one : — but fuppofe, 

* my dear, you had. met with any of the Bucks,, 
« the Blood$, or the Buffs, how would you have 

* efcap'd their attacks ? ' 

Chora. c Why, I ihould have fet my arms a- 
. * kimbo, and looked as fierce as they ; — thofe fort 
.* of 'fquires are never bold but to the fearful.* 

Finding, by their talking together in this gay 
manner, that they continued in perfect good 
humour with each other, I thought I had no 
bufinefs to be an eves-dropper any longer, and 
was going to quit the place where I had flood, 
when, juft as I had taken it Into my head a> 
<to fo, two gentlemen came down the walk* 

one: 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. - 185 

one of whom, in paHing by the bench, flopped 
fhort, looked earneftly at Cleora, ftarted, made a 

low bow, and then went on : fhe returned 

the falute, but with a confufion impoflible to be 
exprefled ;■ — ihe blufhed, — fhe trembled through 
every joint, — her fan fell out of her hand, and 
fhe was ready to fink down upon the feat. A 
lefs obferving hufband than Ariftus muft have 
taken noeice of this fudden change ; but the alarm. 
it« gave his jealous heart was fuch as compell'd 
him to be fpeechlefs for fome moments : — Cleora 
in vain endeavoured to recompofe herfelf ; all the 
efforts fhe made td fupprefs or to conceal her agita- 
tions rendered them but the more violent, and 
.confequetitly the more irifible. — Ariftus at laft 
broke fiience with thefe words : 

Ariftus. ' « Yotr fe&ri difordered, madam :-— the 

* fight of thefe gentlemen has had a ftrange effect 
•'Upon you.' - ••.•■"' 

* Chora. « I was a little furprifed at the fight of one 
4 *of them ;*-^but that is not all,— I am not well.' 

• Ariftus. ■ * I fee you are not either in mind or 

* * body j — mf coming was unlucky. Had I been" 
•abfent, you would doubtlefs have "retained your 
••former gaiety j — but this is no place to expatiate 

* on the caufe of your diforder ; — I will get one of 

* the foldiers to call a chair, — 'tis fit you fhould 

* go home/ 

He waited not to hear what anfwer fhe would 
make, but rofe haftily up, and fpoke to one who 
was not upon duty ; — the fellow ^an to do as he 
was defired, and prefently returned with a chair : — 
while he was gone, Cleora had recovered herfelf 
enough to fay to Ariftus, — * I perceive'you are be- 

* ginning to entertain fentiments to my difad- 
' vantage j— but have patience* till we get home, 

r - ' « and 
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' and I (hall eafiiy make this matter clear/ As he. 
was putting her into the chair, fhe added, * You 

* will follow prefently/ To which he reply'd, 4 1 
c (hail not be king after you; tho'I believe your 

* own meditations at this time will be more 
c agreeable to you than the company of a huf- 
« band/ 

I perceived very plainly, by the countenance of 
Ariftus, that a ftorm was gathering in his breaft* 
which 1 4oubted not would break forth in thunder i 
—I could not help being alio of opinion, that there 
were fome appearances on the part of Gleora not 
much to her advantage ; — - 1 thought, however, 
that the beft way tp form a true judgment of the 
accidents of that morning, were to fee them whej* 
they were together ; fo I forbore following either 
of thenx, and reftrained my impatience till near die 
hour at which they ufually dined, as being the moft 
likely time to find Ariftus at home. On my coming 
to their houfe I found the door open, and a foot- 
man in a laced livery fitting on a bench in the hall, 
au waiting for an anfwer to fome meflage be brought ; 
•-« * I went directly up to the dining room ; — no 
perfon being there, 1 pafs'd on to, Cleora's apart- 
ment, and found her writing at her bureau:— a 
letter lay open before her, containing thefe lines; 

To Cleora. 

* Madam, 

« I HEARD not of your marriage till fome 
' weeks after it was confummated ; and when I 

* did, the hurry of my affairs, being then juft going 
€ to Paris, prevepted my congratulating you upon 

* it: I returned to Engl and but three days fince, and 

* the firft enquiry 1 made was concerning your 

* health and place of abode j but the anfwers I re- 

« ceiye4 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 187 

« ceived to thefe 'interrogatories were mingled With 
« fome other informations, which made me not 

* quite Cure that a vifit from me might not give 

* offence to that happy gentleman who is now 
« your hufband ; — I would not therefore take the 
1 liberty of waiting on you till I had firft received 
' your permiffion. — It is a blefling I ardently long 
c for j but* whether proper for you to grant or not* 
' beg you will believe that I am, with an efteem 

* too juflly grounded for change of circumitances 
€ to alter, 

* Madam, 
* Your moft faithfully devoted, 

* And moft humble fervant, 

4 Liakdm/ 

The anfwer given by Cleora to the above billet 
ivas at followi : 

« SIR, 
* TH ATI dill retain a place in your remem* ' 

* brance demands my grateful acknowledgements, 

* and am forry to tell you, that it is at this diftance 

* only I can pay my thanks : — it is eaTy for me 
4 to guefs of what nature the informations you men- 

* tion have been, and think myfelf obliged fo far to 
4 confirm the truth of them, as to let you know 

* the favour you intended me is wholly improper 
4 for me to receive ; and to defire you will attempt 

* no future correfpondence of any kind, with her 

* who is no longer miftrefs of her actions, but who 

* muft always prefer ve in her heart the beft wifhes 

* for your welfare* Cleora/ 

Having feal'd this, fliecall'd her maid Betty, and 
bid her deliver it to the man who waited for it 5 — • 
then took up Leander's letter, and read it two or 
three times over to herfelf with very difturbed emo- 
tions j 
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tions ; — after which (he rofe haftily from the pof- 
ture fhe had been in, whether with a defign to* 
burn, or lay it carefuIJy up, I cannot pretend to fay, 
for her- hulband that inftantflew into the room, and 
fnatched it out of her hand; — Qie fhriek'd, and, 
in my opinion, very imprudently endeavoured to 
wreft it from him ;~his itature as well as (trength 
being much fuperior to . hers, he held it at arm's 
length, and read the contents, in fp ite pf all her 
weak efforts to hinder it. Which done, he clappM 
it into his pocket, ftamp'd, bit his lips, meafured 
the room with wild unequal paces, — ftill as he 
turned, darting revengeful glances at the trembling 
Cleora: — thefc and other fuch-like frantic gef- 
hires introduced the following dialogue between, 
them ;' 

. Chora* c What is therein that letter can have 

* moved you thus ? : 

drijlus. * Was it not fent by him whofe fight 
'• this morning threw you into fuch diforder?*' 
Cleora. « I was a little furprifed at the fuddeit 

* appearance of a perfon I had not feen for a long 

* time ; but know not that the diforder I was in 

* proceeded from that caufe.' 

' Ariftus. « He knew it did, and I fuppofe fent 

* you this by way of confolation.' 

Cleora. ' You put an odd interpretation on his 

* words as well as on my looks. Is this, Ariftus, the 

* effeel of all thofe promifes you fo lately made ?' 

* Jrtftus. « When I made thofe promifes I was fo 

* weak as to believe there was a poffibility of your 

* being faithful : — but I am now convinced of 
« what you are -> — know that you are the moft vile 

* of women, and I the moft accurfed of men.' 

Chora* 4 You make yourfelf, indeej, the one, / 
€ . by your unjuit fufpicions ; but no action of mine 

* fhall ever prove I am. the other** 

Jrifiuu 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 189. 

Arijlus. * Death and furies ! — did I not meet 
' the villain's fervant with a letter from you in his 
'hand?' 

Cleora. • Suppofe you did,— I wrote to forbid 

* his coming hither.* 

Arijlm* * Yes, and no doubt to appoint a place 
f more convenient.' 

Cleora. « 'Tis falfe; nor Would the man 

* whom your fufpicions wrong me with, harbour 

* a thought to the prejudice either of my virtue or 

c my reputation. No, if you had half his ho- 

€ nour, or his love, I fhould not be the wretch I 
« am/ 

Arijlus. c Then you confefs he loves you ? ' • 
Cleora. * He loved me once, and tho' Heaven 

* thought fit to break off our intended union, I 

* believe hcftill preferves an efteem for me.' 
Arijlus. ' And you for him. Hell and ven-/ 

* geance ! — Dare you avow this to my face \ •— • 

* Have I then only the leavings, the refufe of a 

* beloved rival ? — audacious ftrumpet ! ' 

In fpeaking this he ftruck her fo violent a blow 
over the face, that the blood guflied from her nofe 
and mouth; on which fhe cry'd out: 'Villain! 
« — there wanted but this to prove the bafenefs 

« of thy abjedl foul ! but think not the name 

« of wife fhall make me tamely bear fuch ufage ; 
« — no, if the laws of England fliould refufe me 
« juftice, I will fly to the remoteft corner of the 
4 earth, and feek refuge among the lefs barbarous 
« Hottentots, rather than live beneath the roof with 
€ fuch a monfter/ 

How Ariftus would have behaved on this is Un- 
certain ;— a fervant that moment entered the room, 
and told him that a gentleman, who it feems he had 
fcnt for that morning upon bufineft, was now come 
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to wait upon him. Whatever was in the mind of 
t this diftra&ed hufband, he had no farther opportu- 
nity of (hewing it at prefent; and only giving a fu- 
rious look at Cleora, and muttering fome inarticu- 
late curfes between his teeth as' he went out, left 
her to ruminate on what was paft. She no fooner 
found herfelf alone, than fhe rung the bell for her 
maid, who appeared quite frighted on feeing her 
lady in fuch a condition : — the girl's exclama- 
tions made her turn to the looking-glafs, and the 
injury that had been done her, it is probable, gave 
ftrength to her refentment, and (he refolved to put 
in immediate execution what fhe had threatened 
Ariftus with doing. , 

Betty had lived with her before her marriage, and 
was no (hanger to the love that had been between her 
and Leander : theenraged fair-one therefore fcrupled 
not to make her the confidante of the motive of this 
laft quarrel with her hufband, and the intention fhe 
had of quitting him for ever: — .'then, after confi- 
dering a little in what manner fhe fhould manage 
this affair, gave the following orders : * I would have 

* you take a hackney-coach for expedition fake, 

* and go to Mrs. Clip's the tire-woman, — I know 

* fhe lets lodgings : if fhe has any apartment empty, 
4 hire it directly, but if her houfe happens to be 
' full, do not return without procuring one for me 

* in Fome other ; for I am determin'd to go this very 
« day, and fhall think every moment an age till I 
« am out of this detefted place.' 

While the maid was gone, Cleora fet about 
packing up her cjoaths and jewels, which fhe did 
with fuch adroitnefs and difpatch, that in lefs than 
an hour every thing belonging to her was ready to 
be fent away; in a little more than that time 

.Betty return 'd, and told her that Mrs. Clip's firft 

floor 
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floor being lett, (he had agreed for the parlours, 
which (he faid were very handfome,, and (he be-* 
lieved her ladyfhip would approve of, at leaft till a 
better apartment could be provided. —Cieora was 
fat is tied, — another coach was call'd to carry her, 
and the maid follow'd in the other with the luggage. 
—Ariftus was all this time abroad : — he went out 
with the gentleman who had called on him, and his 
abfence very much facilitated the execution of his 
wife's defign ; for had he been at home, 'tis certain 
that either his love of anger, or perhaps a mix- 
ture of both, would have attempted to detain her 5 
but what effe&s the fteps (he had taken produced, 
both on the one and the other, mult be left to the 
fucceeding chapter. 

CHAP. III. 

In which the confequences of Chords elopement are 
fully jhewn* and an end put to that fuf pence which 
the former pages may have excited in the mind of 
every inter ejied and curious reader. 

I Staid fome hours at the houfe of Ariftus* ex- 
pecting to be witnefs of fome thing extraordi- 
nary in his behaviour, when he (houid be told of 
the departure of his wife ; but he returning not hi 
all that time, I grew weary of the tedious atten- 
dance, and quitted my pott in order to go home ; 
for as to Cieora, I had no thoughts of vifiting her 
in her new apartment till next morning. It not 
being late, however, I took it into my head to call 
at a great coffee- houfe in my way, and lucky was 
it for the gratification of my curiofity that I did fo; 
<— I found Ariftus there j— — he was fitting at a 
table in one corner of the room, fome diiiance 
from the other company, with paper and a ftandiftt 
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before him : — I advanced with all the fpeed I could 
towards him, and faw him write the following 
billet to Leander : 

•SIR, 

% YOU ar£ a villain, and have endeavour'd to 
« wrong me in a point too tender to be forgiven.: 
« — I need only tell you, that I am the hufband 
« of Cleora, to in for hi you both of what I mean, 

* and what fort of fatisfa&ion my honour demands 

* from you, which I expe& you will give me to- 
€ morrow morning at feven, in the Artillery- 

* ground, Tothill-fields : — the- bearer has orders 

* to wait your anfwer to 

c A&istus.' 

This he fent by a porter to the Braund's head in 
Bdnd-ftreet, at which houfe, as I afterwards dis- 
covered, he had with a good deal of pains got in- 
telligence that Leander conftantly fupp'd every 
night. - I waited behind Ariftus with an impa- 
tience, perhaps* not inferior to his own, to fee 
what reply Leander would make to the above, till 
the porter return'd from him with thefe lines : 

c S I R, 
r * THO' your telling me that you are the 

* hufband of Cleora cannot make me in the leaft 
4 fenfible how I deferve tile name of villain, yet' I 

* can eafily guefs at the fatisfa&ion you require, 

* and (hall not fail to meet you at the hour and 

* place appointed, in hopes of being better in- 

* form'd for what imaginary caufe you treat in this 

* manner a perfon who neither knows or ever had 

* any defign to injure you. 

€ Leander/ 

Ariftus, 
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Ariftus, after having read this, ftaid no longer 
than to drink one difh of coffee —As I perceived 
he .turn'd that way which led to his own houfe, I 
could not forbear accompanying him thither ; and 
I believe, by what I have to relate, the reader will 
think I had no reafon to repent the pains I took.--' 
He was no fooner enter'd, than he aflc'd haftily for 
his wife, doubtlefs with an intention to renew his 
reproaches, and give a vent to ibme part of the fury 
he was poflefs'dof; but never certainly did afto- 
nifhment work a more ftrange effect:. — On being 
told {he was gone, and the manner in which (he 
went, the fudden dock at once deprived him both 
of fpeech and motion;-— his face grew pale as 
aihes ; — his eyes were fix'd in a ftupid ftare $ — 
and had he been buried for three days, fcarce could 
be have appeared" more the ghoft of what he was 
the moment before.; -=- His deaden'd . faculties by 
degrees reviving, the firft ufe he made of them was 
to call up all the fervants, afking firft one, and 
then another, — Why {he was fuffcr'd to depart i 
•—Why they did not ltop her ?— To which they 
anfwer'd, That having no order from him, they 
durft not prefume fo far ; — and befides, they 
knew, nothing of her going till they faw the coaches 
at the, door, and the portmanteaus carry'd put. > 

He next demanded to what place {he had direct- 
ed herfelf to be carried j— but both Cleora and her 
maid having taken the precaution to give no order 
to *the coachman till they were got lome diftance 
from the houfe, no one of them was able to give 
him any information -, on which he fent them out of 
the room, not without fome curfes on their indo- 
lence in not following the coaches 5— then, think- 
ing himfelf alone, began to give a loofe to the dic- 
tates of his defpair and rage in thefe expreffiqns :— 
• Then (he is loft ! — for ever loft ta me ! for if 

Vol. !♦ • K % « <b* 
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* flie fhould return, my honour* after this, would 
< not permit me to receive her. — Why did I ever 
«~ marry ? —What demon tempted mei to become 

* the hufband of a woman,, whom I knew all man- 
c kind mult love as well as I ? — Curfe on my 
c fond paflion ! — Curfe on her fatal charms ! — 

* Oh the deceiver !— the vile hypocrite ! — There 

* is no longer- any room (or doubt ; her flight has 
« proved her guilt.— Revenge is now my fole re- 
•■lief; — (he for the prefent has efcaped my reach ; 
r but I will ftab her image in Leander's heart.— 

* Oh that it were morning !' 

While uttering the latter part of this exclama- 
tion, he flew about the room as if totallv bereft of 
reafon ; till his fpirits, at length exhausted by the 
violence of his rage, funk into the contrary ex- 
treme, that of "dejection *; — he folded his arms, 
figh'd, and with tears burfting from his eyes, cry'd 
out : — -- « Oh Cleora L Cleora ! — —lovely pexfi- 
f dious -wanton, to what haft thou reduced me? , ~ 
He then threw . himfelf down on £ fettee, with 
groans like thofe which iflue from the breaftsof 
rnen dying in their full vigour; — whence, ^after 
haying lain fome tiriie, he ftarted up, faying, — « I 
' will think no more! — te hear of my diftrac- 

* tions would but footh her pride/ 

He feemed no w a 1 i ttle more compofed, and call'd 
For fomething to eat; but on its being brought, could 
not put one morfel into his mouth ; fo rofe from 
table and went up to his own chamber, where I 
did not think fit to purfue him, as having already 
feen enough to make me know the prefent difpo- 
fition of his mind.— It was my full intention, 
however, to go in the morning to the Artillery- 
ground, to be fpe&ator of the combat between him 
and Leanderi but wa$ difappoirrtcd by fleepmg"be- 

• yond 
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yond the time they were to meet.— This a little 
vex'd me j but I confoled myfelf with the thoughts 
of being able to hear the event, by calling fome 
part of the day at the houfe of Ariftus, for. 1 knew 
not where Leander liv'd ; but my concern for 
Cleora carrying me firft to her lodgings,, there I 
got all the intelligence I wanted ; I found that ladyy 
as I believe, juft rifen from her bed, Ifbrfhe was lit 
a loofe entire delhabillei — (he feem'd very pen- 
five, and had the marks of her jealous" hufbaad's 
refentmeht ftili flagrant oh her lovely face;— Betty 
was not with her when I came in, but enter'd im- 
mediately after, and furprifed .her with thefe words : 

Betty. « Oh! madam, — • I have. the ftrangeffc 
< thing to tell you ! Who does your ladyfhip think 
•J havefeen?' 

Cleora. < Nay, I know not. — Who, pray I 9 . 
: Betty. * The very footman that brought your 

* ladyihip the letter yefterday, and put my matter 
4 into fuch a rage; — I was never fo confounded 

* in my whole life.' 

Cleor/i. * Confounded ! for what ? •— Where 

* did you fee him?' 

Bitty. « In the kitchen, madam : — - when I 
c went down, juft now, to put on the tea-kettle 
^ for breakfaft, who ihould I fee there but him 
t talking to Mrs. Clip:— his mafter lodges herd 
c in the apartment above. 9 
1 Cleora. Good Heaven ! — Was there ever fo 

* unfortunate an accident ?— To come to lodge 

* in the fame houfe with the man whom at pre- 
f fent it moft behoves me to avoid ! — Do you 
f think he knows you ?' 

•. Betty. ' O yes, madam;— —your ladyfhip 

f may remember it was I that took the letter from 

« him, and carry 'd down your anfwer— r-I war- 

« rant he knows me again ; but if he did cv<^> V 
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«• find Mrs. Clip has been babbling to him about 
«■ your ladyfliip, for I heard her mention your 
< name as I was upon the flairs/ 

CUtra. ' Sure I was infatuated not to forbid that 

« woman telling any body 1 was here; but I 

« muft remove immediately : r tt would be my 

« litter ruin it my hufband, or any of his friends 9 
H ihould hear I had lain in this houfe but only one 
«> night/ 
i'Uktty. c Very true, indeed, madam ;— -and as 

• foon as four ladyfliip has had your breakfaft, I 

• will go out and get another lodging/ 

: Chora. Don't talk of breakfafting, I will have 
« you go this inftant j I am diftra&ed to think 
•.where I am/ 

- Betty. € Dear madam, I beg you will not put 

• yourfclf into fuch a hurry of fpirits, it feems Le- 

• arider is gone abroad; and thefe gay gentlemen, 

• when once they go out, feldom return all day : 
c ■ ■ I will engage your ladyfliip {hall be removed 

• before he knows any thing of your being here/ 
Cleora. * You talk like a fool ; as he went 

*> out fo early, he is the more likely to come home 
« to drtfs, therefore get away, -I would not 

• have him fee me here for the world/ 

Betty, finding her lady fo refolute, made no 
farther delays, but went into the next room, and 
huddled on her capuchin and jgtoves, which done, . 
(he returned, and asked what part of the town 
would be moft agreeable to her; — to which Cleora 
replyed, — that all fituatious were alike to her ; but 
ihe fhould chufe fome one or other of the ftreets 
that turned out of the Strand, as ihe muft be pri- 
■vate for a while, and had feweft acquaintance 

that way ; and then bid her fend Mrs. Clip to 

her. The maid went out, and Mrs. Clip enter'd 
the room prefemly after j— -Cleora told her the 

circum- 
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tircumftances of her affairs laid her under a necef- 
fity of removing from her houfe, and intreated (her 
would not make mention of her having been there 
to any one who might enquire for her j— the other 
expreffed a good deal of concern for lofing fo goocf 
a lodger, and afluretl her of obferving fecrely in 
the point (be deiired. 

While they were talking, a loud knocking at the 
door made Mrs. Clip run to the parlour window; 
and feeing who it was, cry'd out, « Blefs me ! 'tis 

* Leander, — >. — his cloaths are all bloody, and his 

* arm in a fcarf ! he has been fighting, thai'* 

* certain ! I thought there was fome fuch tbmg 

* in hand, by his going out. fo early this morning: 

* I beg your ladyfhip's pardon, I oiuft run and 
V fee if he wants any thing I can do for him. 9 

Cleora was. too much confounded at the name of 
Leander, and the condition (he heard he was in y to 
,offer to detain her, and after (he was gone, feH 
into a profound refverie* which held her for half 
an hour j and perhaps might have done fo longer, 
if (he had not been roufed from it by a gentle 

knocking at the parlour-door; but how grratly 

was (he furprized, when on her calling to the 
perfon to come in, fhe (aw Leander enter;— (he 
darted, trembled, and with a faukering voice 
fpoke thus to him : 

Cle$ra. f Oh, fir, a vifit from you is wholly 
c improper at this time !' 

Leander v * I hope not fo, madam - 9 fince I would 

* not have fo far intruded, but to acquaint you' 

* with fomethingwhich.it may be convenient for 

* you to know 1 have fcen your hufband- this 

* morning** 

K 3. Cliorq. 
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GItora. * Oh my foreboding heart !— — I dread- 
€ to aik the confequence of fuch a meeting V 

Leander* € You need not, madam ;■■ Ariftus 
' is unhurt, and I bear only one flight token of 
4 his intent to take my life.' 
. CUvreu. € Then you have fought ?• 

Leander** « It was with the utmoft regret I drew 

* my fword againft the hufband of Cleora* but 

* be pleafed, -madam, to perufe this biilet, and you 
,* will fee the neccfSty that compell'd me to it.' 

.With thefe words he prefented to her the chal- 
lenge he had received the night before from Arif- 
tus j which, as foon as (he had look'd over, fhe 
returned to him again ,. - faying, 

Chora. < Unjuft Ariftus !— — but I thank Hca- 

* ven nothing worfe has enfued V 

Leandtr. « Heaven, madam, has indeed albne 
« the praife \ fince it was not to any fuperior (kill 

* of mine, or to any generofity in my antagonift, 

* that I am indebted for my prefervation, but to 
> a kind of miracle.* 

Chora. « As how?— pray, fir, inform me. * 
Leander. * I know not, madam, whether I can 
« make you fenfible how the thing happened, as 
« your fex are ignorant of the terms made ufe of 

* in the defcription of fuch rencounters j— — but I 

* will do my beft : — When firft we met,. I 

* would have endeavour'd to reafon him out of a 

* miftake fo injurious to you and his own peace 

* of mind, as well as to myfelf ; but he refufed 
< to -Men to any arguments I had prepared, and 
« flew upon me with the rage of an incenfed lion : 
« . ■■■ by the manner of his fighting, I eafily per- 

* ceived he came with a refolution either to kill 

* or be killed : fo I was defirous of avoiding 

c both the one and the Other; I only flood upon 

■ .. . « my 
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-ray defence, and parry'd the pu(hes he made, tho* 
in aiming at my breaft he feyeral times expofed 
his own :—— the moderation I obferved but en* 
raging him the more, he attempted to ck>fe 
with me, and in that aftion I received a wound 
in my right arm a little above the bend, which 
hindering me from making any ufe of that wrift, 
I (hifced my fword into the other hand, faying to 
him at the fame time, — ' You fee, fir, I am dis- 
abled, — we muft leave the decifion of this affair 
'till fome other time/ — c No, cried he, I am not 
fo weak as to lofe the advantage I have gained/ 
On this he retreated fome paces, and then .re- 
doubling his attacks, the aukward oppofition I 
could now make would not have protedted me one 
moment longer, if in the very crifis of my fate, 
when the point of his weapon was juft ready to 
transfix me to the earth, we had not fortunately 
been feparated :— -fome people, whofe window* 
had a profpeft of the Artillery- ground, faw the 
firft of oor engagement, and making all the hade 
they could to prevent the threatened mifchieP, 
arrived in the inftant I have mentioned, beat 
down the fword of Ariftus, and placed themfelvee 
before me as a Ihield.' 

Chora. ' Pray, fir, what then did Ariftus do?' 
Lcander. « Walk'd fullenly away, purfued by 
the reproaches of my deliverers 'till he was out of 
hearing ; and it was with much ado that I pre* 
vaiPd with them to- offer him no farther infults* 
-—But, madam, while I am giving you the his- 
tory of my ill treatment, I fear it is in your 
power to prefent me with a more (hocking de« 
tail of the caufe that brought you hither.' 
. Cktrdk * It is fuch a one, indeed, as,- if the world 
be not as urijuft as Ariftus, will eafily abfolve me 
for the itfolution I have taken of never living 
with him more *- — hut it would Jhappen yery 
K'4 « unlucky 
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unlucky for my reputation, fhould it be known 
I have feen you even this once; I therefore in- 
treat, that after I go hence, you will not think 
of making me any future vifits.' 
Leander. Tho' it is hard to fufter for the faults 
of another,, yet, madam, be allured I fhall never 
defire any thing that may give Ariftus a pretence 
for his ill treatment: I flatter myfclf, how- 
ever, that the remembrance of our former ten* 
dernefs is not fo totally obi iterated, but that friend- 
ship may fubfift between us; — ^— you may, at 
leaft, permit me to write to you fometimes.' 
Cleora. * I know not whether even that would 
not be too much.' 

Leander. ' Neither virtue, nor duty to the beft 
of hufbands, could fet down as a fault the favour 
I r'equeft; and to prevent all mi {interpretations 
of our innocent conrefpondence, I /hall take fuch 
precautions as will keep it a lecret from all the 
world.' 

Chora. * Well, fir, I cannot refufe this proof of 
your companion for me, and think I ought not 
to deprive myfelf of any innocent confolation 
under my prelent affliction 5 — you may therefore 
be allured that 1 fhall receive, and anfwer your 
letters, with all the fatisfc&ion a woman in my 
circumftances either can or ought to feel'.' 

• He was going to make fome reply, when Betty 
returned from her errand j— r-Ae was a little fur- 
prifed at feeing him there, and faid nothing tiH 
her lady, impatient to know the fuccefs of what 
fhe had been about, fpoke thus to her : 



* 



Chora. * Well, Betty, have you done the 
bufinefs I fent you on V 

Betty. c Yes, madam, — pleafe to ftep into the 
' next room, and I will give you an account.' 

Chora. 
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Chora. ' No, you may tell me here,— I dare 
* truft this gentleman's difcretion/ 

The maid then inform'd her that (he had agreed 
for lodgings at the houfe of a great taylor, whom 

fhe named, in Norfolk- ftreet : On this Cieora 

defired Leander to retire, faying fhe muft get 
herfelf ready, for fhe was determined to depart 
immediately.— He offered not to oppofe her de^ 
fign ; but tbo' the leave they took of each other 
was now accompanied with the greateft refpe& on 
his fide, and referve on her's,. 1 could eafily per- 
ceive that this interview had rekindled in both tbeir 
hearts thofe flames of affe&ion they before had felt. 
. After he had left the room, Cleora's things not 
. having been unpacked, there needed little prepara- 

. tion for her going; flie font for Mrs. Clip, and 

made her a handfonie prefent for the trouble fhe had 
^ given her houfe; but finding her a tattling woman, 
'acquainted' fier not" with that to which fhe was re- 
moving : — I faw both the miflrefs and maid, with 
all their luggage, depart in the fame manner they 
had <tome *, but did not accompany them to their 
new habitation, asfcould not pfomife myfelf with 
finding any thing there as yet worthy of my en- 
quiry. The difcourfe of the town afterwards in- 
formed me, that Cieora had employed a lawyer, 
and was folliciting either to have her whole for- 
tune returned, or an annual' allowance to the a- 
mount of the intereft of it : — Ariftus was at firft 
refractory to all propofals of this nature; but all 
% his friends, and his mother in particular, joining 
their peffuafions, he atlaffwas prevailed on to fign 
articles of a final feparation ; by which it was 
t agreed that fhe fhould have a penfipn of three hun- 
.dred pounds a year during his life, and in cafe be 
died before her, her whole fortune reltored. 
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I frequently calFd uponCleora, and found, that 
during this negociation with her hufband, fhe kept 
her refolution of not feeing Leander ; but that affair 
was no fooner over, than he vifited her every day, 
—the confequence of which mayeafily be guefs'd 
at, and was in a fliort time proved j for they went 
to Paris together, and ftill continue to refide there. 
This U& action of Cleora's has doubtlefs given the 
world room to believe fhe had not been wrone'd by 
the fufpiciojis of Ariftus ; but whoever is or this 
opinion does her a great deal of injuftice ; — the 
Invifible Spy is a witnefs for her, that her inclina- 
tions wert virtuous, — her difpofition grateful and 
fincere,— and, had fhe been treated with that confi- 
dence a good wife ought to have been, no tempta* 
tion would have had the power to have made her 

otherwife : let all hufbands, therefore, beware 

how they provoke, by ill ufage and diftruft, the 
fate they would avoid \ — and obferve this maxim 
of the poet's : 

He that would keep the fair-one true and kind, 
By Jove muft clap a padlock on her mind. 

CHAP. IV. 

Prejints a full View of th* much celebrated Sabina* 
tn an impartial Defcription of her Perfon and Cba- 
rafter, with fame Particulars in relation to her 
tivo Amours, and the. Confequences which attended 
an AJfignation with her favourite Youngly. 

^"* HATchildren donot always behaveinthefame 
manner with their parents, is not fo much 
owing to their being born with different propenfities, 
as to their education, and the company they may 
happen to fall into at an age when nature is moft 

liable 
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- liable to be fway'd by example. We often fee the 
moft virtuous couples unhappy in a degenerate off- 
fpring; but we rarely fee good branches fprout from 
a vicious flock : — an evil difpofition may be cor- 
re&ed by advice, by perfuafion, by example, and a 
good one perverted by the fame means ; but when 
a perfon is fo unfortunate as to be defcended from 
bafe and wicked parents, is brought up under them, 
is witnefs of all their a&ions, and has companions 
of the fame caft, it is fcarca poflible that fuch a 
one can have a mind enriched with any noble or 
moral principles. 

What other could the once doating deceived 
Germanicus expe& in his marriage with Sabina, 
than the vexations he has fatally experienced ?•— 
Can all the beauties of her perfon now make atone* 
ment for the blemiihes of her mind?— No; — he 
rather curfes than admires thofe charms that drew 
him in, and wifhes himfelf any thing, fo he were not 
a hufband. Yet afk him why he married, he will 
tell you he married a woman of fortune, quality, 
and an uncommon fhare of beauty, — All this is 
true ; but a man not blinded by paffion would have 
examined by what means the two former were ob- 
tained ; and, above all, what fort of difpofition was 
hid beneath the varnifli of an outiide lovelinefs* 
Was- not her family amongft the loweft rank, till 
one of them raifed himfelf to opulence by actions 
which ought to have brought him to a gibbet, and 
inftead of ennobling his pofterity, entailed on them 
perpetual infamy ? — Was (he not trained up under 
a mother, whofe bad conduct has been equally no- 
torious ? — Was fhe not from her molt early years 
foothed in every vanity, pampered in every luxury, 
and taught to think that appetites and pailions were 
'never given but to be indulged I 

K6 . ComU 
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Could German icus be ignorant of thefe glaring 
truths? — If he were not, yet rafhly ventured on 
fo unpromifing a union, who can pity the misfor- 
tunes, the difquiets, the difgrace, it has involved 
him in ? The many proofs {he gave of too warm an 
inclination before marriage, as alfo feverai of the 
many amours fhe had after flie became a wife, I 
{hall pafs over; the firft that made any great noife 
Was that with Miramour, perhaps owing to the 
manner of its commencement, which he thinking 
himfelf under no obligation to conceal, has fince 
made no fecret of in all companies, whenever her 
name comes upon the carpet. 

This gentleman had a miflrefs, who, on account 
of a certain haughtinefs in her temper and beha- 
viour, he calJ'd Roxana; — he fupported her in fo 
genteel a manner, that had her reputation been 
equal to her appearance, fhe might have been en- 
titled to the beft company. — Chara&er, however, 
was the leaft thing confidered by Sabina in the 

choice of her acquaintance; lhe accidentally 

met with this lady at a milliner's, fell into dif- 
courfe with her, liked her, invited her to her houfe, 
and there foon grew a great intimacy between them. 
That Roxana was kept by Miramour was no fecret 
to the town, nor did lhe attempt to make any of it 
to Sabina; — on the contrary, {he talked freely to 
her of their amorous correfpondence; but how dan- 
gerous it is for one woman to boaft too much of the 
perfections of her lover, to another no lefs fanguine 
in btr confiftution ! — Sabina, who had often feen 
Miramour without taking any notice pf him, now 
became fo fired with the rapturous defcription given 
of him by bis miftrefs, that {he inftantly became her 
rival, and languiih'd to experience in reality that 
happinefs which the other had given her fo high 
an idea of, As fhe never took any thing of this 

nature 
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nature into her head without attempting to ac- 
complifh it, and had no regard to decorum in the 
manner of her doing fo, the fent a billet to him> 
by a porter containing thefe lines : 

4 SIR, 
c I F your attachment to the charms of your 

* kept miftrefs makes you not look on the reft of 
< womankind as infipid creatures, the invitation 
'this brings you will act be unwelcome :— a wo* 

* man of quality, young, and inmoft men's eyes 

* handfome, has found fomething in you that e*- 
« cites in her the defixe of a private interview, and 

* to that end will call on you this evening about 

* feven at White's;— till wheamuft remain, with 

* a great deal of impatience, 

• Your Incognita/ 

The mefleitger who carried this had ftrift ^ or- 
ders not tatell from whom it came :— — curiofity r 
however, for it could be calPd no other paffion as*- 
yet, made Miramour punctual to the time, nop 
•was Sabina lefs fo; he had not waited many 

minutes before (he came ; on his coming into* 

the coach he found her face entirely hid under her 
hood, which fhe told him laughing, he muft not. 
expc& to fee till they were in a place more proper 
for him to give her proof how agreeable it was tt> 
him ', on this he order'd the coachman to drive to 
an adjacent tavern, where being {hewn into a pri- 
vate room, the lady foon threw off her difguife. 
He had not enough depended on the chara&er fhe 
Jbad given of herfelf, not to be furprifed and trans- 
ported on finding Sablna in the perfon of his In- 
cognita ; and expreffed the fehfe he had of the ho- 
nour {he did him, and the happinefs he hoped their 
meeting would beftow on him, in terms fo warm, 

. aAd 
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and fo paffionate, as infinitely charmed her. They 
pa(Ted fome hours together to their mutual fatisfao 
tion, nor parted without an appointment to fee 
each other the next day 5 but Sabina, not thinking 
it fafe to come often to fo public a place as a tavern, 
undertook to provide a more proper fcene for the 
continuance of their intrigue. 

As indolent as this lady is in moft other affairs, 
it muft be confeffed that no woman was ever more 

!>un£tual, or more indefatigable, in every thing re- 
aring to love. — On confulting with a female ac- 
quaintance, who had been often necefiary on fuch 
occafions, fhe was advifed by her to hire a private 
lodging by the quarter, in. fome obfcure nook of the 
town, to which (he might retire whenever (he had 
a mind, as it would be always ready, and neither 
herielf nor the friends fhe fliould bring with her be 
taken any notice of. Sabina highly approving of 
what (he faid, the project was put in immediate 
execution : — — the woman took upon herfelf the 
accomplifhment of what fhe had propofed, and 
eafily found a place every way fuitable for the bufi- 

nefs it was defigned 5 the chamber was neat, 

fpacious, and well furnifhed ; — there was a back- 
door to the houfe, through which any one might 
flip out in cafe of any danger of difcovery ; and the 
landlady knew perfectly well the decorum fhe ought 
to obferve in regard to her guefts :— the heroine of 
this adventure was very much pleafed with the ac- 
.commodation procured for her; — and having got 
this recefs, which, according to the French, Die 
ufed to call her Petite Mai Ton, henceforward never 
met Miramour at any other place. 

But there was one thing I forgot to mention in 
giving the character of this lady, which is the un- 
certainty of her temper;— • fhe is nolefc inconftant 

tl\an 
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than fhe is amorous, and changes her lovers aim oft 
as often as fhe does her cloaths, and never keeps 
either till they are worn out ; a new friend, like a 
new fafhion, is always charming to her; but a very 
little time ferves to make her grow equally weary of 
both. She loved Miramour till fhe faw Voungly ; 
but there was fomething in the perfon and con- 
vention of this gentleman, that making reafon 
coincide with paifion, it is not to be wondered at 
that (he gave him the preference ; and a woman of 
a lefs mutable difpofition might have been eafily 
abfolved for transferring her affc&ions to an ob- 
jed fo much more worthy than the late engroffcr 
of her heart. 

On her fu-ft' appearance with him, fhe made ad- 
vances to him, which he is too much a man of 
pleafure to refiftfrom any fine woman ;— he re- 
turned thofe of Sabina in a manner which made 
her think him as much devoted to her as fhe could 
wifh $ and it was not long before fhe gave him an 
invitation to drink tea with her at her private 
apartment, where fhe told him they might laugh 
away an hour without interruption. He took the 
hint, and flew to the place of rendezvous, where 
it was not to be doubted but he found all the wel- 
come he could wifh or exped from the obliging 
fair. They had many interviews, but Youngly 
having by lome accident heard of her intrigue with 
Miramour, he not only frequently reproached her 
with it, but alfo was far* from feeling for her that 
affe£tion in his heart, which otherwife her beauty 
<might have infpired him with. 

In the mean time Roxana, who, from the com- 
mencement of Miramour's acquaintance with Sa- 
bina, had feen him lefs often than fhe had been ac- 
cuftomed, and bad alfo fome other reafons to fuf- 



80S THE INVISIBLE SPT. 

pc& a decreafe of affection, began prefently to- 
magine fome new face had fupplantsed ber ;— — (he 
complained to him of his unktndnefs, but he ab-- 
iblutely denied having given her any caufe, and- 
made a thousand excufes for his late behaviour ;~ 
but this did not fatisfy her ;.— fhe was not to be de- 
ceived in matters of which fhe was fo good a 
judge, and convinced that fhe had a rival, bent 
her whole thoughts on difcovering the perfon. By 
an emiffary whom fhe employed to watch Mira>- 
mour wherever he went, (he foon found out the 
place where (he met the object of his new attach- 
ment } but as that lady was carried into the houfe 
in a chair, with the curtains clofe drawn* was ftill 
as far as ever from knowing the face that had un- 
done her. Upon enquiry among the neighbours,, 
(he was informed that the houfe was noted for 
giving reception to people who- liked* each other 
more than they were willing the world fhould 
know v and this put a ftratagem into her bead, 
which was crown'd with all the fuccefs (he could 
wifh or hope j not only for exploring wfrat at pre- 
sent was a myftery to her, but alfo for being, 
amply revenged on her fair rival. 

The miftrefs of Miramour knew the town long 
before (he knew him, and was not unacquainted 
with the cuftoms of Aich houfes *r-(he went one 
morning to the governanteof this, and after faying 
that file had been recommended by. a perfon who 
knew her, told her (he (hould be glad to have a 
chamber, to which fhe might fometimes come with 
a friend, whom it was not. convenient for her to 
fee at home : —the old gentlewoman replied, that 
her beft room was rented by the quarter, by a lady 
who came often thither; and that the next, which 
was the only one fhe had to fpare, fhe fear'd would 
be too fmall.— Roxana cry'd, fhe did not regard 

how 
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how final 1 it was, provided it was otherwife commo- 
dious ; — on this fhe was fhewed up to it, and finding 
jt was divided from the other only by a thin waia<- 
icot parttion, prefently agreed for it, giving the 
old woman fo good a premium in hand, that (he 
was highly fatisfied w.tn her new incumbent. 

Having accomplifhed fo far of her defign a* to 
get pofleffion of the very next room to that where 
her lover and his new miftrefs met, fhe began to 
confider, that to go thither alone, might raife fome 
Ai'picions in the women of the houfe, and was a 
little at a lofs what man fhe fhouhi uke with her, 
and make pafs for a gallant, as whoever went, he 
jmuft he made the confidante of the whole affair ;— 
at laft fhe pitched upon the fellow fhe had employ- 
ed as a fpy upon Miramour. — His appearance, in* 
•deed, was very mean ; but that fhe thought might 
.not be regarded. Accordingly fhe went the next 
day, accompanied by .her pretended gallant j — — • 
.tbey were there fome time before the hour in which 
fce had told her be had feen Miramour go in, in 
order to prepare things for a more perfect dift 
covery : — this was done by the young fellow's bor- 
ing holes thro' the wainfeoat in fo dextrous a man- 
ner,, that they could fee all over, the room without 
being feen thenofelves, though they ftood ciofe to 
the orifice : — no one, however, came that night, 
And the impatient Roxana was obliged to return 
home as diffatisfied as ever. 

The next day fhe repair'd thither again, attend- 
ed as before, and met with the fame disappoint- 
ment ; but on the third was more fuccefsful ;■ 
{he had not been many minutes in the chamber, 
when a ruftlingof filks upon the flairs made her 
know fomebody was coming up, on which ffre ran 
.haftily, without making any noife, to one of the 

peep- 
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peep-holes ; —— but how great was her aftbnifh- 
ment, when (he (aw Sabina enter !— ^Scarce could 
{he refrain exclaiming aloud againft the treachery 
of a woman, who, after being made her confidante, 
had robb'd her of the affections of her lover. But 
foon the current of her paffion turn'd a different 
way, when, inftead of Miramour, fhe faw Youngly 
PM$1 open the door, and throw himfelf into Sabina's 
arms; on which, withdrawing from her poft, 

* You fool, cried fhe to her emiiTary, to what a 

* fruitleft labour have you expofed me I — It is not 

* Miramour that I have all this while paid you for 

* following.— —How could you be fo mope-eyed 

* as to miftake him J* ' Nay, madam, replied 

* the fellow, I am fure I know Mr. Miramour, 

* and I will fwear that it was him I faw come into 

* this houfe, and pVefently after a lady in a chair, 

* as I then told you.' Roxana knew not what to 
think of this, and faid no more ; but liftening at- 
tentively to the converfation within, was prefently 
affured by it, that her agent had neither deceived 
her, nor had been deceived himfelf, as will appear 
by the following dialogue : 

Sabina. * My dear, dear Youngly, I hope you 
« will now believe that I love you above all the 

* world.' 

Youngly. c I know you love me enough to make 
« me happy, and I ought to content myfelf with 
€ the fhare I have in your affections.' 

Sabina. « Do not talk of a fhare ;— by Heaven 

* you engrofs me all ! — my foul and all its facul- 

* ties are devoted to you.' 

Youngly. * And yet the letter Miramour acci- 
c dentally dropp'd in the Park, and I took up, flat- 

* ter'd him with the fame affurances you now give 
« me/ 

Sabina, 
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Sabina.- c As I unfortunately play'd the fool 
c with him before I faw you, it was neceflary I 

* fhould break with him by degrees/ 

Youngly. c You had once, however, a real paf- 

* (ion for him/ 

Sabina. c No, it was all in imagination j— — I 

* once fancied I lov'd him :■■■ you muft know, 
' that filly vain creature, his kept miftrefs, was al» 
4 ways filling my ears with {lories of the violence 
' of his affection for her ; and it was more to {hew 
4 him the difference between fuch a wretch and a 

* woman of quality, than any extraordinary liking 

* I had to his perfon, that induced me t:> grant him 

* the favours I did.' 

This was enough to let the liftening Roxana into 
the whole affair ; — it was with much ado {he re»' 
{trained herfelf from Hying into the next room, and 
returning the contempt thrown upon her by' the 
laft words of Sabina ; but juft as {he was at ,the 
door, and ready to burft in on the unfufpe&ing pair, 
a fudden thought made her turn back,— 4 All I can 

* fay to this perfidious woman, cry'd {he to her- 
4 felf, will avail me nothing : — the wrongs I hare 

* receiv'd demand a vengeance more complete/ 
She then fat down again, and calmly meditating 
on what {he had to do, the fertility of her invejv 
tion foon fupplied her with the means of repaying, 
with intereft, the double affront Sabina had given 
both to herfelf and Mifamour, whom it is certain 
(he loved with more fincerity than is commonly 
found among women of her profeffion. She {laid 
'till the lovers took their leaves of. each other, and 
heard an appointment made between them to meet 
again on the enfuing Thurfday. 

Having fully, perfected in her mind the defigu 
&e foon after put in execution? fhe call'd for the 

woman 
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woman of the houfe, and faid to her,— « Madam* 

• I know not but forae gentlemen may pafe an 
€ hour or two with me here next Thurfday,— they 

* may poffibly come before me, but deftre you 
c will give them admittance; and to prevent 

* miftakes, as the furniture of the room is yellow,. 

• they fhall aft for the key of the yellow chamber/ 
•—The other reply'd, that fee might depend on her 
punctuality in obferving her commands; after 
Which Roxana went away ; but what fee meant 
by the orders fee had givea muft be left to the 
jpext chapter to explain*. 

x^x^>^x^x^x^x^xmx^xmxmxmxm< 

C H A P. V. 

Contains the Cotq/bropbe of an Adventure, which the 
Author thinks Jit to declare is infertod in thefe Lu- 
cubrations lejs to amufe his Reader than for the fake 
of jetting in a true Light tbofe Fa&s which fome 
People have artfully endeavoured' to mifreprefent to 

• the Public. 

ROXANA beiflg now fatly furnifeed witfi 
materials for her revenge on Sabina, without 
expofing her beloved Miramou? to the refentment 
of an injured hufband, wrote to the latter the next 
morning in words to this effefi : 

To Germanicus, 

•SIR, 
* THIS brings you« a very ungrateful piece of 

• intelligence ;> ■ but in my opinion, whoever 
-* fee* a perfoiv wrong'd and conceals it, takes part 

* in the offence, and tho* innocent of the coai- 

* mencement of the crime, is acceflary to the con- 
■ c tinuance of it ^ — it would certainly be the ut- 
> mofi: iujuftice that you feould be the laft perfim 
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to know what concerns yourfelf alone, and I 
therefore think it my duty to inform you of what 
chance has discovered to me. Your wife, fir, 
is falfe to your bed, and lavifhes on Mr. Youngly 
all thofe favours which you have a right to en* 
grofs ; — — the guilty pair meet twice or thrice 
every week, at a lodging (he rents by the quar- 
ter for that purpofe.— But to fay your wife is 
guilty of fo foul a crime is doing nothing, with* 
out putting it in your power to prove her fo j— • 
the thing is eafy, fir, if you will follow my diree* 
tibns : —The lovers have appointed to meet to- • 
morrow about feven at their ufual rendezvous ; 
— if you go at that time, or rather before it, to 
the third houfe on the left hand in **** lane, on 
your afking Mrs, *****, who is the keeper of 
this private brothel, and telling her you want the 
key of the yellow chamber, fbe will prefently 
icondu& you to a room adjoining to that which is 
the fcene of your wife'6 foofe plea Aires; — there 
are holes already bored through the wainfcot 9 
through which you may plainly difcern ail that 
pafles.— It is at your own option, whether you 
will have any other wttnefles of your wife's tranf- 
greffion than your own eyes, and alfo how to be- 
have towards her after dete&ion.— — I have dW- 
charged the didates of my confeience in giving 
you this information, and am, fir, 

€ Your unknown friend, 

* P. St fie careful to drop no words that may 
' give the woman of the houfe the lead caufe to 
• fufped either who you are, or the motive of your 
4 coming/ 

It is convenient I fliould now acquaint my 
reader, that all I have hitherto related of this ftory 
has come to my knowledge entirely by the report 
t>f the perfons chiefly concerned in Hj and without 
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the Icaft afliftance from my Belt of Invifibility ;— 
what yet remains to be told I have the tcftimony 
of my own eyes and ears to avouch. — The many 
odd accounts I have heard, from time to time, in 
relation to Sabina's conduct, made me refolvc to 
go one day to the houfe of Germanicus, in order 
to fatisfy my curiofity with feeing in what manner 
this couple behaved to each other. 

The lady was abroad when I came, and I found 
him up in his dining-room, diverting himfelf with 
playing on the flute ; but foon after roufed from 
that amufement by the above letter being deliver'd 
tp him by his man, fayine, it was brought by a 
fellow who the moment he had put it into his hand 
vanifliM like lightning from the door.— The emo- 
tions with which he read it were very great, yet 
much lefs than might have been expe&ed on fuch an 
occasion ; — he paufed, — then read again — exa- 
mined every line with heedful eves, and feemed ex- 
tremely divided in his thoughts what credit he 
jQiould give to the information ;— at laft faid he to 
himfelf,— ' If any one had form'd this contrivance 
' through a malicious defign of ruining her repu- 
c tation, or my peace of mind, they would certain* 
'. Iy have taken other methods, ana not by pointing 
- *- out the place, the hour, put it in my power to 

* prove at once the falfenefs of the accufation.' 

After this he threw himfelf into an eafy chair, 
Ican'd his head upon his hand, and in that pofture 
continued mufing for a confiderable time ; — then 
feeming more refolvcd, ftarted up and cry'd :— 

* It is eafy for me to make enquiry if there be fuch 
c a houfe, — if kept by a woman of the name 
< mentioned in the letter, and what character it 
« bears. — Yet why fhould I do this ? — No, it is 

* better to follow the initru&ions given me* and 
' be at once affured •,— -^ &va&>\ta fo y— as Shake- 

« #ear makes OthcUobty* . \^\ 
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Til fee before I doubt ; when I doubt, prove ; 
And on the proof there is no more but this ; 
Away at once with love or jealoufy. 

He had fcarce done repeating thefe lines, when 
Sabina came in finging an Italian air; — - Germa- 
nicus endeavoured torecompofe his countenance; 
but could not. do it fo well as riot to make her 
take notice of the change, and aflc if he were out 
of humour ; — to which he reply'd : 

Germanicus.. ' Out*of humour, madam ?— no a 

* —I have no caufe,-— none in the world/ 

Sabina. ' I think not, indeed ; but men will 

* be peevifh fometimes, caufe or not caufe.' - 

Gertnanicus. c I referve all my gaiety for to- 

* morrow, and would have you do fo too ; a kinf- 
' mat) of- mine makes an entertainment, and has 
** ferct art invitation for us to be partakers of it.' > 

. fefcna, .« What, to-morrow?' 

Germanicus. * Yes, my dear, to morrow even* 
€ j n g : — — fo I defire you will not engage yourfelf 
€ elsewhere;' 

Sabina. i Indeed I have engaged myfelf already 
c to lady Gape's aflembly/ 
■. Germanicus. »'.You have time enough then to 
\ fer|(l to excufe yourfelf from -going.' 

Sabina. ' Indeed 1 {hall not; — I would not 
^ difappoint my dear lady Gape for all the kinfmen 

* in the world ; but I would have you go j — you 

* may fay I am not well, and then my abfence 

* cannot be taken amifs.' 

It was very plain to me, that Germanicus made 
this pretended invitation only as a trap to difcover 
whether 1 {he had really an engagement on her 
bands that Ihe would not be willing to break j and it 
is alfo as little to be doubted, but that her answers 
yery much corroborated the content's of the epiftle 
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be had juft received. — He forced himfelf, how- 
ever, to tell her with a fmile, that every thing 
(hould be as (he would have it, and that he would no 
farther prefs her. — Some company prefently after 
coming in, I found there was nothing more to be 
learned at that -time, fo took the firft opportunity 
of quitting the houfe \ and went again the 
next afternoon, in hopes of difcovering fomething 
more. 

On my arrival, the hulband and wife were fit- 
ting together in the mod feeming amicable man- 
ner ; — after fome little time Germanicus rofe up 
and put on his hat and fword, in order, as he faid, 
to go to bis kinfman ; on which Sabina, with- a 
great deal of complaifance, faid to him : 

Sabina* € You will not walk fure, niy dear ; 
c —Have you ordered the horfes to be put to ?* 
Germanicus. « No,- my dear j I leave the coach 

• for you.' 

Sabina. * There is no occafion,— I alway* 

* chufe to go to thefe places in a chair/ 
Germanicus. « That is as you pleafe ;— but \ 

< (hall walk, as I have three or four places to call 
' at in my way to my coufin's j fo farewell, my 

* dear, I hope you will be as merry at the aflcmbly, 

• as I hope to be at the entertainment,* 

As I imagined Germanicus had fomething in his 
head more than I knew of, by his being fo hafty 
to be gone, I followed him clofe at his heels, and 
found I had not been miftaken in my fuppofition i 
— he went into a tavern, where two gentlemen, 
whom he had defired to meet him there, waitecf 
for him j— the bufinefs be had with them was to 
communicate the letter he had received from the 
unknown friend; and after having conjider'd a 

little 
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Uttle on the matter, they both agreed they ihould 
all three go together, not only to prevent any in- 
difcreet effe&s of his rage on the perfons who 
wrong'd him, in cafe the affair ihould prove as the 
letter had represented ; but alfo to be his witneQes, 
if he thought proper to bring it before a court of 
judicature. They ftaid 'till a little before feven,~^ 
then went, according to the directions given by 
Roxana, and found every thing anfwer'd the de- 
scription : — they were {hewM up into the yellow 
chamber ;— I ftill accompanied them, and made a 
fourth perfon, unfelt, as well as unfeen by any of 
them. 

They had not been there above half an hour be- 
fore Sabina came into the next room ;— Youngly> 
foon after joined her; and the much-injured huf- 
band -and his two friends faw enough, from the 
peep-holes in the partition, to convince them of (jhe, 
truth of that information which had brought them t 
thither. Difficult was it for Germanicus to re*' 
ftrain his fury on fo fho&ing a fpe&acle'; but his. 
two friends reminding him that there was a much| 
better way for him to fhew his refentment f he was 
at length prevailed on to retire. — They both went 
home with him, as did myfelf, refolving to fee 
what farther events this night would produce.-— 
Sabina*came not home till near two hours paft mid- . 
night 5 — but Germanicus had order'd that the door 
fjiould not be opened ; and after her chairman had 
knock'd two or three times, he went himfelf to the 
parlour window, and fpoke to her in thefe terms : 

Germanicus. * Pleafe, madam, to return from 
€ whence you came, or wherever elfe you {ball 

• think proper j my houfe flull no lpnger be the - 
« flicker of a proftltute. , 

Sabina. * What ! is the man mad ?— Sure you 

* have been drinking tad wine to-night.* l 

Vol. I. L Get- 
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Gtrmanlcus. c No, madam„ the beft I ever drank 

* in my life:— it has open'd my eyes,' and (hew'd 
*. me the viper I fo long cherifh'd in my bofom, 

* and now throw off for ever : — but I would not 
*• wilh you to ftay longer in the cold, — you can 
€ have no entrance here : Mr. Youngly will 

* doubtlefs afford you a part of his bed. 9 

'With thefe words he fhiit the window ; and Sa- 
bixtaj finding hcrfelf detected, and that her huf- 
band was refolute, order'd her chair from .the door ; 
and after fotne little confideration how to difpofe of 
herfelf, thought it beft to take her hufband's advice, 
and return to the place from whence fhe came, as 
it was the only afylum to which flie could have re- 
courfe at fo unfeafonable an hour. 

In the feveral vifits I afterwards made to Ger- 
man (cus, i perceived he behaved with much more 
moderation than fome hufbands would have done: 
— philofophy had taught ^im to.fupport with pa- 
tience a misfortune which was irremediable : — he 
contented himfelf with talcing fuch revenge as the 
laws of England have provided in thefe cafes : — 
Ydungfy'was fummoned before a court of judica- 
ture, and a'penalry inflicted on him for his offence; 
but it would have been larger, had it nu£ been 
proved, -by inconteftable evidences, that he had not 
been the firft who had feduced Sabina fiom her 

marriage vows. As for the lady, fh^ is now 

abandoned and defpifed by both her lovers ; and if 
there be a poflibility that any thing can brin£ her 
to a juft fenfe of the faults flie has been guilty of, 
it muft be the contempt (he is treated with by aJl ' 
degrees of people. 

END of the THIRD BOOK. 
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B O O K IV. 

CHAP, I. 

In tybjcb tie Author confejfes having been guilty of 
Petty Larceny $ but hop.es that it merits Forgivenefs 
from tkojji into ivhofe Hands this Work may fall, as 
the chief Motive for committing it was to oblige 
the Public. 

jgcMOMMoo..;!} rIAVE been intimately acquainted 
|i with Belinda for a considerable time 
It I in my vifible capacity, yet never once 
1 £[ _ * took it into my head to make her a< 

^mmnioim^ v j^ un( j er t h e cover f mv gelt till 

her return from Bath this laft feafon ; nor per- 
haps had done it then, if I had not been told that 
fhe fuffer'd herfelf to be conducted to that place 
by a certain gentleman* whom I thought h highly 
improper for her to continue any conversation 
with, as he was a married man, and the fame Phi- 
lander hereafter mentioned in fome of Selima's 
letters. On my entering her apartment, I found 
her bufy with her waiting-maid in unpacking her 
L 2 Wy^sgs. 
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baggage, which coming by the waggon, it 
feems, had arrived in town but the night before. 
As I could promife myfelf but little entertainment 
from the aflbrtment of ribbands, jewels, &c. I 
was thinking to quit the place, 2nd return at a 
more fit feafon, when <he maid, pulling out a fattin 
bag full of papers, afk'd her lady where fhe would 
have thofe writings laid ; on which Belinda turn'd 
her head that way, and reply'd, * They are a heap 

* of letters I received at Bath, of no manner of con- 
4 fequence ; — I have no room for fuch rubbifh 5— 
•take them and throw them all into the fire.' 

The maid tJvafi juft going to do as fhe was bid, 
but was flopped by Belinda, who fuddenly fcream'd 
out : ' Hold ! hold ! — I had forgot that one day, 

* in a hurry, I ftufPd two or three letters and 
c poems of Philanders among them ; and I would 

* not have one line of that dear witty creature's 

* deflroy'd for all the world :.— . pour them all out 
€ of the bag, and look on the names fubfcrib'd, that 

* I may direct you how to Separate the wheat from 

* the chaff.' The maid then threw them all down 
upon the carpet, and open'd them pne by one ; 
which done, Belinda added, 'You need fearch no 
4 farther, — I have found all Philander's letters and 
c poems in this drawer, fo cram together all you 

* have there, and thruft them into the fire.' This 
fentence was pun&ually executed, according to 
the heft of the maid's belief ; but the poor girl knew 
not there was an Invifible Thief, who .flood clofe 
at her elbow, and while ihe turned her head another 
way, had the dexterity to preferve forae part of the 
condemned cargoes, and flip it into his pocket. 

Selima at that time engrbfled great part of the 
conversation in town : — fhe was a y6ung Woman 
of no fortune, and few other endowments bdid«s 

* ■ he* 
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her beauty, of which, in the opinion of moil peo- 
ple, flie has an uncommon (hare ; though to me 
there is a certain fiercenefs in her eyes, and abold- 
nefs diffufed through all her features, which rob 
them of that lovelinefs they would other wife have. 
— Such as {he is, hoWever, flie captivated the 
hearts of two perfons, who might have carried their 
addreffes much higher without danger of a refufal : 
the one is born to a title, and the other poflefled of 
wealth, which, whenever he pleafes, may procure 
him one ; and neither of them can be thought de- 
ficient in any of thofe qualifications which confti- 
tute the fine gentleman : — yet Selimawas ftill un- 
married;-— both her lovers were equally in fuf- 
pence, ^ncf nobody could tell which, or whether 
either of them would be the happy man. It .is 
not therefore to be wondered at, that a perfon of 
my humour fhould be extremely defirous of being 
let into a iecret which feem'd fo impenetrable, even 
to thofe who pretended to be moil knowing in 
pother things j nor chat I gladly embraced an oppor- 
tunity which, bids ^0 fair far the fatisfa&ion of my 
qvuiofity, a$ the getting her letters into my poffel* 
fion, Belinda having faid they contained the whole 
i^koty of this affair. 

* Behold now my theft:— Belinda's maid had no 
{boner laid down the packet, by her Jady's orders, 
.than I icept my eye cohftantty fixed upon; it, till a 
convenient moment offered for conveying it from 
among the others, which I did with great adroit* 
qeft:/ after this, I fkid no longer with Belinda, 
not doubting but I had how about me better ma- 
terials fgr my entertainment than any I could expe& 
to be furnifhed with in* her apartment, at leaft for 
the prefent* 

X 3 The 
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The diftance between Belinda's lodgings and mf 
own feem'd now to be twice as long as ufual, tho' 
I believe I meafured much fewer paces than ever I 
had done before, fo great was my impatience to be 
at home, and examine the treafure I brought with 
me. To avoid confufionj I examined the. dates of 
every letter, and fhall prefent them to my readers 
in the order they were fent to her while at Bath. 

LETTER I.- 

« Dear Belinda, 

• I Received the favour of yours with a double; 
fatjsfadfcion $ firft, as it brought me news of your 
fafe arrival at that agreeable place, and that every 
thing in it anfwered yotMnwiflies and expecta- 
tions ; — and fecondly,-— as it a flu res me of your 
friendfhip, by the kind concern you are pleafed 
to exprels for my welfare. As to my health, 
I have quite loft that ugly cough* which fo much 
perfecuted me when you left London y — but as 
to my affairs; they are fliJl in the fame fluctu- 
ating and unfettled condition as ever:— Do- 
ran tes continues his, addrefles, Vanucius does; the 
fame. — How happy might I be if I was loved but 

by one of them ! but both equally purfuing 

me, impedes all the good fortune I might enjoy 
with either. 

* You may remember bow much m;y mamma 
was tranfported when Dorantes firft declared him- 
felf my lover :■ ■ Vanucius, though not quite 
dropp'd, was then little regarded either, by my- 
felf or her ; — but now the cafe is altered — lhe 
charges me to treat both with an equal freedom ; 
and, indeed, I think it would be highly impo- 
litic to do otherwife. The truth is, Dorantes 
does not come fo direflly to the point as could 
be wifhed ;— his courtftip is pafiionate, tender, 

• and 
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and full of fire :— he fwears I am the idol of his 

foul, that he could not live without me. 

and that all his hopes are center'd in being one 
day happy in poffeffingme ; yet, among all thefe 
fine fpeeches, he feldom mentions marriage : arid 
when he does, it is in fo flight and evafive a man- 
ner, as gives me fometimes caufe to fear k'\s de- 
figns are rather on my heart than hand. If thte 
fhould be his intention, and I were weak enough 
to have fixed my affe&ion on him, how mifepable 
fhould I be ! — but thank Heaven, I have none of 
that foft folly in my compofttion, by which 1 h»ve 

feen fa many of our fex milled : My mHng 

paffions are inter eft and ambition ; and 1 would 
not hefitate one moment to give myfelf to Va- 
nucius, if the rank and title of Dorantcs did 
not tempt me to wait awhile the refult of his 
pretentions. 

* I was yefterday morning in the Mall with Va- 
nucius j Dor&ntes was walking there with fome 
company i— —he changed colour, and feemed in 
fome agitation on meeting us together : — this I 
looked upfon as a good fign ; but in the afternoon 
when he came to vifit me, and 1 expe&ed he 
would either have complained of my indifference 
to him, or reproached me for the public encou- 
ragement I had given his rival ; he did neither, v 
but behaved the whole time with all the calm- 
nefs and infenfibility of a«ftoic. I "rnuft tonfefs 
I was never more difappointcd in all npy Jiff, »as 
I had feen him* frequently kindle into jealpufy or* 
a lefs occafion, and could not help thjaking, (hat 1 
the violence of his paffion was, in- a great me*-* 
fure, abated, — according to this maxijn of Mr? 
Dryden: . .../.- ■■ • » 

€€ Diftnut in lovers is too warm a fun :" * ' . m 
*' But yet 'tie night in love when that is' gfcrie.*' \ 

L 4 « On 
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€ On confuting with my mamma, I found fee 
c was of the fame way or thinking, and it was 
c . agreed upon between us, not to fuffer ourfelves 
c to be trifled with any longer, but that the next 

* time Vanucius made an offer of his hand, I fhould 

* accept it. But, my dear Belinda, this morning 
c has put a ftop to the lefolution of laft night ;■ ■ 

* I, was fcarce out of bed, when 1 received from 

* Dorantcs the moft paifconate billet that ever was 
c di&ated by the heart of man, oecafioned, as he 
« fays, by dreaming he had me in his arms : — - if 

* his love be half fo impatient to have me there as 

* het pretends it is, he will certainly be now more 
c preffing;to make me his own than hitherto he 

4 has been. 

' My next, perhaps, may bring you the decifion 
« of my fate; — mean time I fhould be glad to hear 

* what is doing at Bath, and what new conquefts 
' you have made there; for how much foever you 

* may be envied by fome of your acquaintance, be 
4 affined that every thing that contributes to your 
' fatisfadion will always afford a fecret pleafure to 
' hcr 9 who is, with the moft perfeft arhity, &c. 

f SfiUMA** 

L E T T E R II. 

f Dear Belinda, 

- « .1 AM forry to tell you, that the perplexity of 

* my own affairs has hindered me from being inqui- 

* fitive enough into thofe of other people, for me 
c to be able to fend you the intelligence you re- 
< queft 5 but as I flatter myfel f, that what regards 

* myfelf will be always moft intereftingto you, I 

* fhall give you a brief detail of what has happen 'd 

* to me in relation to Dorantes, fines his laft kind 

5 ietter'mcntion'd in my former* 

v He 
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' • * He came the Tame evening ;— the difcourfe he 
€ tntertain'd me with was of a piece with Kis 

* epiftle, — all love and tranfport : — he begg'd I 
€ would favour him with my company to the 
4 Theatre in Drury-Lane, where he had already 

* fent a fervant to keep places in the box : 1 

* contented, and went with him in his chariot ;— 
4 the play was Rometf and Juliet : — he applied all 

* the tender things fpoke by the former of thefe 

* lovers to his own paffion, and prefs'd my hand 
4 with vehemence of fondnefs, whenever he had 
4 an opportunity of doing fo unperceived by the 
4 audience. 

4 I faw him again next day ;— *we were alone to- 
4 gether in the dining-room, and my gown being a 
4 little more off my : moulder than ordinary, he laid 

* his face upon my bare neck, crying, 44 Oh ! I ' 
44 could dwell for ever here !"— -On this I took 

4 courage # to fay to him, — u Yet, Dorantes, when 
4< once I become your wife, thefe ardours will 
41 perhaps fink into a cold indifference." — " No, 
44 my angel | return'd he, defire will rather iri- 
44 creafe by enjoyment of your perfon ; — the fweets 
44 contained in this dear frame are of too divine a 
. " nature ever to fatiate." In fpeaking thefe worJs, 
4 he catched me fuddenty in his arms, held me to 
4 his bofom, and joined his lips to mine with fome- 
4 what (I thought,) of an unbecoming warmth :— 
4 I ftruggled to get loofe, and when I had done fo f 
4 retired fome paces from him, and faid with all 
4 my haughtinefs I could aflume, 44 Forbear thefe 
44 liberties, fir, till authorifed by law to take them." 
4 —He afk'd my pardon, apologiz'd for what he 

* liad done by the violence of his pafHon, and then 

* fat down ; but appeared more than ordinarily 

* penfive afterwards, fpoke little, and made his 

4 vifit much fiiorter than ufual.' 

L c Q>^ 
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* On my acquaimingjipy rnamma^'ith what had 
paffed between us, fhe did not at all lj.kp it, and 
went directly to hejr old friend ,. you know who 
I mean, to be advifed fey.him Jiow to proceed in a 
circumftance.at once fo intricate arid critical :-— 
he told her that my father ought tq appear m 
this bufinefs ; that it was hi^lace, and his alone, 
to demand of .Dorantes an explanation of his de- 
figns in regard to the courtfhip he fp long had 
made to his daughter. My mamma, had always 
been of this opinion* but knowing the indolence 
of my father's temper, had forbore mentioning 
it to him; however, (he urged it to him ; but 
all fhe cquld.fey- or. offer has been : ineffe£tual ; 

h|s anfwer was*-— ^-/That he did not know 
how to fpeak to a perfon p/ Dorantes's .quality on 
any fuch matter;— ^— that he would not interfere 
in it, and we might acl as we thought proper 
ourfelves. . . * 

'.This, you will own, is. very vexatious; but 
there is no turning him out.of bis own way : — 
Mamma is now refolved, fince there is no other 
remedy, to take the tafk upon herfelf, as foon as 
Dorantes comes to town ; . he is at prefent 
gone oi> a hunting match with fome gentlemen, 
but is ex pe died to .return in two days at farthefr, 
and we fhall then fee "the event. For .my part, 
my fpirits are fo much fatigued and har raffed with 
this fufpence, that there is but one thing hinders 
me from putting an immediate end to it by mar- 
rying with Vanucius ; the perfons of the men 
are equal to me;— — • but oh! Belinda, I am 
paffionately in love with the title of Dorantes ;— 
would he were half as much with my perfon, he 
would not then delay one moment giving me the 
one in exchange for the other. 

* The faithful Vanucius, whom I have flattered 
with the belief of not being indifferent to me, is 

* every 
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*. every day foliciting me to fix a time, to mate 
c him happy, while Dorantes feems tie* dally .with 
c my expectations :- yet I cannot TefcHve tQ f re- 

* ward theconftantfervicesof the one, nor, to rqr 
c nounce for ever the charming hope.ofrapk, pre>- 

* cedenee, the thoufand dear append ages of a y?o- 

* man of quality, which the other.jiias in his 

* power to beflow on me : — ^- but 1 will trouble 
c you no farther than to aflure you, that in what- 

* ever ftation my fate (hall place me, I (hall be 

* ever, with, the beft wiftxes for your happi- 
< nefs, &$, 

"* Sclima.' 
••-••'..;'•.. - . -r , - - - > 

« P. S. 1 am.highly obliged to'Phffander.for.the 

€ part voii tell me, he takes in my concerns; r 

4 pray be fo good Jo, make. my grateful acjaiow- 
c ledgments acceptable^ to him/ .-)'/•: 

lejVe r iji.;^:,;// , 

c Dear BeIjIn^a^ . . yiii ■".', 

* I wouxb not let this poft efcape. without 
i* writing ; ■ what! have now to fay to you, chd* 
greatly to the purpofe, muft be comprifed in a'feAr 
words ;■> >** l ant engaged to go this-evtniiig with 
Dorantes, and fome other company, oni h pskty 
of pleasure, anJ> am every moment **pe6bfog>rus 
landeau at the door, fo can but juft fnatch*ltn£ tb 
inform yociy that my mamma has taJkPditb-hiih 
oh the affair in-queftion,— — and that his Aftf\tar*s 
have been conformable to our utmoft'WiflieS ;— 
yes, I am now convinced, that alii my -sfpptehen 1 - 

iiohs were groundlefs 5 that hie rievenmeant tb 

act other wife than honourably with ftleij— *-^He 
has aflured both her and myfelf, thaiie^ejyrhirfg 
(hall foon^be fettled for my fiiture habpinefs :--- 
rejoice vtith me my dear creature^— fhttve nofa 
h 6' . l 4 a heart 
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'« a heart and head perfc&ly at eafe, and nothing to 
*• employ my thoughts, but how to behave becom- 

• ing tht dignity to which, I flatter myfelf, a few 

• days will raife me. Farewel j— the author Of my 

• joys is already come; — they call me to receive 

• him,;— and I can add no more, than that I am, as 

• ever, with unfeigned regard, &c. 

■ ■• Sehma.* 



LETTER IV, 
* Dear Belinda, °* 

c Little did I expeft, and little is it in your 

* p&wer to imagine what I have now to acquaint 
c you wljh ; ■ fo ftrange a reverie, fo fudden, fo 

* mocking a revolution, fure never any woman 

* but myfelf experienced : —but I will keep you 
.« no longer in fufpence. I have loft Dorantes, ir- 
€ recovcrably loft him, —not through any miC- 
•' management of my own, nor any want of affec- 
€ tion in him, but through a previous, much worfe, 

* caud more, irremediable accident— -this is the fum 
«rQf c my misfortunes;— -I will now relate to you 
••the particulars: 

: /.. He came to me the other day, and though the 
v* Salutations he approached me with had their ac- 
*<uftom'd tendernefs, yet I thought there was 

* fotaetfhat in his countenance, and the whole air 

* of.bis,deportment, very different from any thing 

* I had evfer feen him in before : — he had not been 

* in this room many minutes before he told me, 

* that he had fomething of confequence to impart 
. * to me, and tkfired I would order myfelf to be 

•■ denied tQ ^whoever ihould happen to come. —I 

* readily 4id *s he defired ; after which, he drew 
' his .chair clofe to mine, figh'd, and looking me 
J full in the face, furprifcd me with ihefe words ; 

i. « My 
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" My dear Selima, faid he, I have defceiv'd you : 
«< —Have you love enough for me to forgive it V* 
" Firft let me know the nature of your offence/' 
returned I. " Tis death to me to declare it/' 
anfwered he 5 " yet can it be ho longer hid : — J 
" have impofed upon you by a fidfe pretence j— — 
cc promifed what is not in my power to perform ; 
<c I cannot marry you." . 
c Judge," Belinda, of my confufion 5 — but it f$ 

* as impoffible for you to conceive, as it is for me 

* to defcribe what I felt in that dreadful moment j 
« — - fcarce could a thunderbolt have transfixed me 
< more ;— I had no breath, ■ no voice, but to 

* echo part of his laft words, — u Cannot marry ! 
" —cannot marry ! " cry'd I : anc^his I repeated 
4 feveral times over.' 

* He leem'd all this time in very great agitations, 
€ and after taking onp of my hands, and tenderly 

* prefling it to his lips,— — u Heaven knows, faid 
*' he,;how earneftly I defir'd the union I propofed ; 
44 gladly would. I reiign the one half of thofe years 
" fate has allotted for my life, to have the other 
" blefs'd with the poffeffion of my Selima, in the 
€< way fhe expe&s from me ; — — but, alas ! thaf 
44 hope is vain j — the* fatal fecret is this : — I am 
44 already married, ■ my* heedlefs and unwary 
** youth was enfnared to give my hand to a crea- 
44 tpre, who, though I never did, nor never will 
€< live with as a wife, will not, on any confidera* 
*« tion, be prevailed upon to refign the curferf 
!• claim flie has to me as a hufband." 

* Overwhelmed as I was with various paflions, 
9 I at laft afiiimed refolution enough to tell him, 
' that he had a&ed a moft ungenerbus and difho- 
c nourable part in making his addrefles to me, 

* knowing himfelf under fo indifibluble an engage- 

* ment to another.— r-To which he replied, that 

* at firft he hoped to have got quit of his unfortu- 

♦ oate 
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nate tye;— and that after lje found all the offers 
he had made to -that end were fruitlefs, the paulon 
he had for me would not fuffer him to reft rain 
feeing tne, converfing with me,, and telling me 
how much he adored me. He then made a long 
harangue on thf refiitlefs pofrer of my charms, 
a.n4, the violence of {hajt flajne they . had infpired 

him wfth ; (Wore a thoufend, oaths, that. the 

world-to.hitn had nothing' in it but'iriyfelf .woi th 
pying for \ and concluded with a propofal, that 
firice he could not make me Vis wife, he would 
fettle a thoufand pounds a year upon me to be his 

miftrefs ;- and.that it mould be at my option 

either to live publickly with him as fuch, or to 
continue with my mamma, and receive., his viiits 
in a private manner. 

* This offer I reje&ed wkh more difdaln than I 
had fhewn to ahy of the like nature which had 
ever been made to me fince my firft being in the 
way of temptation 5 — nor will you wonder that 

I did fo : to be courted for a miftrefs by 

the very man who had fo lately flattered me with 
the hopes of marriage, rnade me now look upon 
that as an. affront, which, before ,my expecta- 
tions had been raifed to the height they had been, 
I might perhaps have, taken as a proof of his ar"- / 
fe&ion. I ranted, ftorrn'd, conceal'd no par* 
of the fpite I was poffefs'd of; but all 1 /aid 
feem'd to make no great knpreffion on him ; ■> • * 
. he bore it with a temper which, I thought was 
not at all confident with the f violence of the paf-» 
fion he had pretended $. and on his going away, 
calmly told me, that he would make the fame 
propofal he had done me. to. no other woman in 
the world j that it was no inconfiderable one ; — 
and that, as he could do no more, he hoped my 
cooler moments would represent it as a thing 
worthy my attention. 

« Indeed, 



c 



* .Unde^d, myrflear Belinda* .jt was kalf mad, and 
- 4 believe J ,gav$ myfelf fome.airs not any way be- 
4 coming in me to a man of his iquality.— -1 — 1 met 

* him in. the Park this morning; but tho* he was 
4 alone, and I had only Flavta with me,i he never 

.* offered to join us, butpajTs'd by with a flight bow. 
r 4 — I.fuppofe heirefepts my behaviour, but it rs 
r c no matter, fiflce he is;married.— Yanuciu* isnow 

4 my laft refource ; — P if I .could perfuade theman 
. 4 to purcjiafeatnje,. he would befujl as agreeable 

4 to me as Dorantes ; — but he is an unambitious 
creature,. and,I ajmoft defpajr of it ; I fhajl try, at 

* leaft, how far the loye he has for me will pre- 
4 vail;— jpny, next will,; bring you nfcws of what 
4 fuccefs my endeavour .will: mee$ y till when, I 
4 anv even. in the midft;Of my perplexity, &c. 

" ' ' \: ' • Selima/ 

IrE T T E R V. 

' Dear Belinda, 

4 IT is almofta fin to difturb the felicity yoti 

* enjoy with any melancholy accounts ; but frefti 

* calamities will always occafion frefh complaints ; 
«* and white I am giving you a detail of my misfoi*- 
4 tunes, methinks I am eafed of fonie part of the 

* weight of them : you may fay, indeed, that 

* this is a felfifh confideration, ^md I cannot deny 
4 the accufation ; but have-this to anfwer in my 
€ dffence, — ^ however di'fagreeable the purport of 
4 my letters is, they fhew, at leaft, the perfect 
4 confidence I have in your friendfliip and good- 
4 nature. • 

4 I am apt to think, that before I tell you, you 
4 will fufpe& I am alfo deferted by Vanucius ; and 
4 though I cannot be pofitlve that fuch a conje&une 
4 would be entirely gioundlefs^ yet I haVe little 

4 reafon 
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reafon to flatter myfelf with- the -contrary :— — I 
have neither feen or heard from 1iim for five 
whole days, and this morning hfe fet out for Tun- 
bridge, without taking any other leave of me, 
than fending a flight, fcxcufe for not waiting on 
me before he went. But this is not all. — A rela- 
tion of his, who I know has always look'd upon 
his courtfhip to me with an evil eye, and had, 
not long ago, fo great a quarrel with him on the 
occafion, that he was forbid his houfe, is now fo 
far re-inftated in his good graces as to be gone with 
him into the country ; and I do not doubt but will 
take this opportunity of fiHing his ears with a 
thoufandftoriesto my difadf antage, a^he has ever 
done fince my firft acquaintance with him. 
4 Thus, my < dear Belinda, from having, as I 
thought, my choice of two of the beft matches 
in town, I am likely to lofe all hopes of both, 
and alfo to fall into the contempt and ridicule of 
thofe flirts who fo lately envied my good fortune. 
This laft circumftance is above all fo truly mor- 
tifying, that after it I know not whether I (hall 
ever be able to fhew my face in any public af- 
fembly, but rather take. the fame pains to con- 
ceal myfelf, as once I. did to be confpieuous : — - 
but farewelj the more frefleft on thefe accidents, 
the lefs I am capable of reftraining my paffion 
enough* to aflure you, with how much fince* 
« rity 1 am s &c.O « Seuma.' 

tETTER VI, ® 

* Dear Belinda, 

• I Expe&ed no lefs from your known goodnefs, 

* than the confolatory ideas you endeavour to in- 

* fpire me with :» you would fain perfuade me 

* that I have no reafon for defpair, and that the 
f fame beauty which attracted the hearts of Do- 

• rantes. 
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rantesand Vanucius, will alfo gain others of equal 
eftimation ; but alas ! I have too much experience 
of myfelf, and of wjiat the world thinks of me, 

to entertain fo flattering a hope. You know 

very well, my dear, that on the firft fetting* up 
for conqueft, I fheVed myfelf in all public places, 
and expofed to the view of ail who faw me, al- 
moft every charm nature has bellowed upon me, 
yet never was addrefs'd on the fcofe of marriage 
by any but thofe two, whom I have jnow loih 
Befides, 1 am now what they call blown upon j 
that admiration which my hrft appearance ex- 
cited, wears oflkby my being fo often feen ; and I 
begin to be convinced, that it was more owing 
to the peculiarity of my drefs and manner of be- 
haviour, than to any real perfe&ions of my per* 
fon, that I was fo much followed by a gaping 
multitude. 

4 You fee how I am humbled : and, by what I 
have (aid may perhaps imagine, that I have fo far 
done with the pride and vanities of the world, as 
to take up with a little mercer or woollen-draper* 
if fuch a onefhould offer; but do not harbour fd 
defpicable an opinion of your friend :—— too, 1 
will never fit .behind a counter, nor be the wife 
of one that does :— but I need not make this de- 
claration ;— as matters ftand, I am not likely to 
be the wife of any body; but ftill, with an invio- 
lable iefpe£t; &c. * SelimA.* 

' L E.T T E R VII. : 
* Deareft Belinda, 

c NOW may all the gods of love and wit in- 
' fpire my pen to defcribe to you as it deferves, 

* the blefs'd reverfe in my condition fince the laft 
' melancholy epiftle you received , from me:—. I 

* was thm plunged in the iQWcft pit of defpair, 

« and 
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« and am now raifed to the higheft fummit of hu- 

* man felicity : in a word, I am the contracted 

« fpoufe of Dor antes; and as foon as the preparation 

* for our wedding can be gol ready, fball be the 

* declared ***** of ****•. Methinks I fee the 

c furprife I put you in; ydu will doubtlefs cry 

« out, How can this be, when Dorantes has 

* already confefs'd himfelf thehufband of another ? 
c It feems. indeed a paradox, but it and s in no need 

* of fchool-learning to be explained, as you will 

* prefentfy difcover. 

*■ After the lofs of both my lovers, as I then 

* imagined, I fcarce did any thing but lie upon the 

* bed, and weep for two whole days together : — - 

* my father, inftead of faying any thing to confole 

* my afflictions, added to them by his reproaches : 
A —he told me, that he knew what it would come 
« lo ; —that dreffing myfelf up like a Bartholomew 
Jk fcaby would never get me an hufband, and fuch 

* like fluff, as you know his low way of expreffing 

< himfelf j—— but, thank Heaven ! the tables are 
? now turned upon him ; and if refpe& for my 
f mamma did not reftrain me, I ikould jeturn his) 

* flouts-with intereft. * 
4 One afternoon, as I was fitting at the window 

\ with the fafh up, mufing on my unhappy fate, I 
*• faw Dorantes's chariot at the door ; while his 
€ footman knocked 1 , he looked out and made me a 

* very refpeirful bow ; I was amazed, but thought 

* it would be too grofs an affront to a man of his 
€ quality to be denied to him, as he faw 1 was at 
c home; nor had I time for fuch a thing, if I would 

< have done it, for the maid who open'd the door, 

* fhew'd him directly up ftairs. On his entrance, 

* 1 affum'd one of thofe haughty airs which vulgar 
c low-bred people are apt to call impudent and 
' fawcy ; and.iyith my head half turned another 

* way, faid . to him, — — t ,4 I am furgrifed to fee 

** you 
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cc you here, Dorantes, after the converfatioh you 
44 entertained me with at your laft vifit." 

* 4 Oh, Selima, reply'd he, I came not now to 
" repeat the audacity 1 was then guilty of, nor to 
c< offend your ears with any future difcourfes of 
44 the like nature ; but to beg pardon for the paft, 
" and hope that what I have to offer will make 
44 fome atonement. '* 44 I do not comprehend 
" your meaning, returned I ; but whatever it may 
44 be, cannot think it becomes mc to continue any' 
<4 correfpondence with a married man, who has 
44 pretended to make his addrefTes to me." 4< I 
V am not married, rejoined he eagerly ; and the 
4 «. trial I made. of your virtue adds a* double luftre 
44 to the beauty that firft .inflamed me, and I am 
44 now much more your flave than ever." ** Not 
u married ! cry'd I : — Why the* did you tell 
f c me ft)?"—- " Pardon the innocent impofition 
4< I pra&ifed on you* faid he, killing my hand ;-* 
* € I was willing to fee in what manner you would 

fVrefent it; -yoat behaviour has anfwered to 

f« my wiih, :and I now offer you a hand which I 
*< never, hadon^ thought ot wiih to difpofe of td 
J 4 any other woman.' V 
. « Oh Belinda, how did my heart flutter at theft 

* words, as Semandra fays in the play, 

44 I took, them all, and died upon the found : 
•* " To; the driv'n air my flying foul Was fafienM ; 

* " Each diarming fyllable he : Ipoke \vas mine." 

4 The many pafEonaJe: and endearing things. he 

* fai4.to.rne would not come within the compafs 
« of twenty letters ; you muft, therefore, till I 
« have ^better opportunity jbf relating the pavticu- 
4 Jgrs, content, yourfelf with a brief fummary'cf 
4 the whole";-* — whfeh.is this, that,he is entirely 
f . at. Jibetff'to marryt me* and he. is ^qfolved to dd 
4 fo 3 ■ that an agreement the fame night was 
■ i; " * made 
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c made between u* for that purpofe ;— — and tbatr 
c mamma and her good friend, who luckily hap- 
' pen'd to be with her, were call'd in to be wit- 

* nefles of it. 

* Since x every thing has been fettled thus hap- 
f pily for me, fome people have been impertinent 

* enough to affure me, that to their own know- 

* ledge Dorantes was married feveral years ago, 

* and that his wife was ftiil alive j— but this gives 

* me no manner of concern : — if there be any 

* woman who has a claim of this nature on him, 

* he has doubtlefs found means to prevail on her 

* to relinquifh it,— fo I look upon it as none of 

* my affair: ---he marries me in the face of the 
f world, has promi fed to preient nae at court, and 

* white I enjoy the title of ******* of ******; 

* and the grandeur annex'd to it, (hall not trouble 

* myfelf with any whifpers that may go about thd 
^ -town in relation to the lawfulnefs or unlawful- 

* nefs of my marriage. 

" 4 It is no inconfider&ble addition to my content* 
f inent, to hear that you defign to return to towii 

* in a ihort time: I king to fee you, and' to giVd^ 
c you an airing in my own coach and fix, with tftrdi ' 
' flaunting footmen on the back of it: — - we'fhall 
4 cut a better figure, Belinda, than when we m*d& 
c our little excursions together in a mean dirty 
€ hack — Oh, fortune !~- fortune J-— dear propi- 
' tious fortune, how am I bound to prajfetheeU— 

* But no more at prefent, than that I am, with 

* the grcatfcfr good wifhcs, &c. 

« SfiLlMA/ 

« P. S. I need not defire you to tell Philander 
? what has happen'd *— I know youwjll, and alfo 

* that his regard for you will make him participate 

* in the happUiefe of your friend. Once more, 

* adieu/ .. ... fc 

Here 
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Here end the letters of this celebrated lady, who 
in a very little time after n\arried Dorantes. 

CHAP. II. 

Conjifls. chiefly of fome Reflections of the Author's own 
on falfe Ta/ie 9 — the miftaken Road in the Purfuit 
of Fame, and the Folly of an ill-direfted Emula- 
tion ; U which are added* a few faint Sketches 
taken from the mo/l amiable Originals in modern 
Life. • 

THE celebrated DeBufly tells us, that when 
we fay a man has a fine or true tafte, no more 
is meant by thofe words, than that he has a found 
judgment, a clear head, and a nicely diftinguifhing 
capacity in judging of what is really worthy and 
becoming, and what is not To, whether it be in 
.the choice of his amufements, his* equipage, his 
t appfcrel, the furniture of his hoiffe, the covering 
of his table, or whatever el fe depends on the di- 
rection of the will and fancy. Now, as every 
thing is beftfliewn by it* oppofite, if the definition, 
given us by the French author' of the true tafte be 
juft, as I believe moft people will allow it is, to 
think and a& contrary to what he defcribes, is 
what we call falfe tafte ; but, in my opinion, to 
think and do always what is wrong, and at the 
fame time imagine that all we think and do is 
right, is not of itfelf fufficient to take in the mean- 
ing of the phrafe in its full extent : — there mud 
always be added -an affectation of being Angular, 
over curious, over delicate, over elegant, fome- 
iwhat above the common level of mankind : in 
fine, the man of a falfe tafte muft not be a fool of 
Heaven's making,, but his pwn. The late witty 
<Earl x>f Rochefter ha* presented us with a very 

pi£turcf<\ua 
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pi&urefque chara&er of the man of^falfe tafte, in 
the following lines : 

He was a fool thro* choice r not want of wit ; 
. His foppery, withouf tlie help of fenfe, 
Could ne'er have rifen to fuch excellence : 
Nature's as lame in making a true fop 
As a philofbpher : the very top 
And dignity of folly we attain * 

By ftudious fearch and labour of the brain ; 
By obfervation, counfel, and deep thought*; 
God never made a coxcomb worth a groat : 
We Owe that name to iriduflry and arts ; 
An eminent fo8l mult be a man of parts. 

A perfon may be endow'd with great talent?, 
yet, through a falfe tafte in the manner of dis- 
playing them, be render *d ridiculous inftead of 
refpe&able, and while ,he aims at attracting uni- 
verfal admiration, become the objecVof univerfal 
contempt. Hippias is profoundly learned, is well 
fkiil'd in the olbft ufeful fciences, and endowed, 
both by nature and education, with every requifite 
to render him a worthy member of fociety ; yet 
by fome unaccountable oddities of manners and be* 
haviour, he makes himfelf hated where he might be 

loved, i defpifed where he might be refpe&ed, 

»■ and a mere cypher in a world where he 

might be a figure of the greateft confequence. He 
is not at all diffatisfied that every one knows and 
fpeaks of him as a man poflefs'd of a very opulent 
fortune, yet affe&s to look down with fcorn on 
all the "pleasures, and even innocent amufements 
it might afford him ; and to Arch an excefs d/es 
he carry this humour, that whatever is beyond 
ithe neceffities of nature- he treats as luxury and 
ppicunfms, vainly imagining, that the wearing 
of a thread-bare coat, and a wig that the head it 
. % . * covers 
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covers fcarcc ever remembers to have had a curl f 
entitles him to the character of a philofopher. 

But this oftentatious humility, as I think it may 
be juftly call'd, is not* the moft unpardonable error 
into which Hippias is.led by his falfe tafte: — this 
ferves only to make him ridiculous, but there is 
another which makes him hateful. The ambition 
he has, of being reverenced as a froic renders him 
deaf to the dictates of humanity, and wholly infen- 
fible of all fdcial feeling for his fellow creatures ;— 
he partakes not in the joys or griefs of even thofe 
he calls his friends, nor would lift a finger, move 
a ftep, or fpeak a fyllable, either to promote the • 
one or diffipate the other:- — 'the moft diftrdsful 
circumftance has not the power to touch his heart; 
and if any one knows him little enough to employ 
his' afliftance or advice in the extremeft exigence, 
he replies, with a folemn and magifterial air, that 
he can fay nothing to their complaints; that pity is 
a paffion ; and that by the force of his reafon.he 
has diverted himfelf* of all paffions of what kind fo- 
ever. Thus does Hippias, by indulging one un- 
happy propenfity, forfeit all the love and efteem 
the qualities he is poffefs'd of would otherwife at- 
tract : — tjie manner in which he is now looked 
upon gives me room to fufpe&, that whenever he 
makes his exit from this world he will have an epi- 
taph fomething like what I read on a tomb-ftone in 
jk country church yard ; 

Here ******, ftieteh'd at his full length is laid, 
Whom, living, no one lov'd, or mourn'd when dead, 

Numberlefs are the inftances might be given to 

' prove the bed capacities may be, and frequently 

are, perverted by falfe tafte and rnifapplication \ 

— as one of our moft eminent authors tells us, 

*— the love of fame is the univerfal paffion ;— . 

it 
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it is imprinted, in a mjore 9r lefs degree, on every 
human heart; — thofe who have great talents arc 
apt to think they can never render themfelves fuf- 
ikiently confpicuous ; and thofe of weaker intel- 
lects, yet poflefs'd of the fame vanity, are fome- 
times io infatuated, as rathjer than not to make a 
jioife in the world, do things which may incur 
a lampoon, fince they cannot tleferve a panegyric. 
A private life, or,, as they term it, a life of obfcu- 
rity, is to fome people the greateft misfortune they 
can labour under ; they will tell you, that they may 
as well be out of the world,. as of no confequence 
in it i— and few there are who will take the poet's 
word for a contrary paffion : 

Th' unknown, untalk'd of man is only blefl ; . 
No anxious doubts las peaceful, brcaft annoy, 
From praife and cenfure equally remote ; 
Nor hope, nor fjar, his happinefs deitroys, 
But fafe within himfelf, himielf enjoys. 

There are alfo people, who, having no peculia- 
rities of their own, affc& to imitate thofe they may 
fee in others, efpecially if the perfon they copy 
after be of a fuperior rank, or has the reputation 
of a wit. — Thefe may properly enough be called 
fecond-hand fools j for they generally take up the 
follies juft when they are left off by the perfons they 
would be thought exactly to refemble ; — accord- 
ing to a vulgar adage, — — « The fool will fo.me- 
« times peep out of the wifeft man,' — The ieaft 
failing in a perfon of diftinguifhed chara&er is pre- 
fently adopted by his inferiors 'till it becomes a 
fafliion. Emulation, however, when well direct- 
ed, is one of the moft noble propensities of the 
mind i nothing can be more truly laudable than an 
endeavour to Aiuare our actions by a praife- worthy 
model ', — but I am forry to fay that this is not to 

often 
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'often the cafe as every good man would wifh ft 
were. * 

There are fome people fo unhappy, as to take for 
^a pattern all the bad they can find, and negleft all 
*he good;— -and this too, without defign or any 
untoward inclination, but through mere carelefs- 
nefs ; and provided they do fome thing fuch-a-one 
or fuch-a-one does, give not themfelves the trouble 
to examine whether what they imitate be a beauty 
or a blemifh, or, indeed, whether it be either, or 
only a matter of indifference, and altogether un- 
worthy of regards And now I am upon this head, 
I cannot forbear relating an example of the fort I laft 
•mentioned; which, tho' it happen'd fome years ago, 
<and is extremely trifling in itfelf, may ferve to (hew 
how little care people fometimes take in their choice 
of an obje£t for imitation, 

A young gentleman of my acquaintance, and 
who pafs'd in the world for x a very pretty fellow, 
•either was, or affe<fted to be, becaufe it was the 
mode, a prodigious admirer of the late defervedly 
famous Sir Ifaac Newton ;— he had the honour of 
oeing known to that truly great man, frequently 
vifited him, and had the opportunity of hearing 
many things from him, which doubtlefs were well 
worthy of being treafured in his memory ;— — yet 
I could never find he took particular notice of any 
thing but this I am now going to repeat.— —Sir 
Ifaac had him at his table one day, and happen'd 
cafually to fay, that he thought nothing fweeter 
than a bacon bone: — my friend immediately catch'd 
up the word, and from that moment made it his 
own, and on all occafions quoted it. — If any o:ie 

afk'd him to eat with them, he would reply, . 

4 Yes, if you have any bacon ; for, as Sir Ifaac 
* Newton fays, there is nothing fweeter than a 

Vol. I. . M € bacon 
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* bacon bone.* In fine, he went to no place, 

mingled in no con v erfation, without finding fome 
•means to introduce the fweetnefs of the bacon bone, 
and repeated the above mentioned expreifion fo 
often, and fo impertinently, that at laft he became 
the jeft oT all his companions, who, in derifion, 
gall'd him by no other name than the bacon bone- 
Ridiculous as this may appear, I can a/lure my 
reader, that the gentleman I am fpeaking of does 
not ftand-alone, but has many parallels in my cata- 
Jogue of obfervations on a rruiguided imitation, as 
1 could eafily prove: — but my humour has on a 
Sudden changed its vein, and 1 begin to grow. too 
ferious to recite any farther inftances of fo ludi- 
crous a nature. Degenerate as we mortals are faid 
to be, yet even now there are not wanting fome 
few illuflrious examples, of both, whom even an 
endeavour to copy after would be fome merit in 
'the attempt. 

See where the noble Altamont Hands forth a 
fliijimg patron of exalted virtue ; dignity in his 
" countenance, benevolence in his hand, the ftri6teft 
luftice, honour, and facial kindnefs in his heart. — 
I^ear him you will always find the qhafte and fair 
Euphemia, his illuftrious confort; — a numerous 
and beauteous offspring with joyous fmiles play 
round their feet ; — Juno and Hymen hover over 
*.>.ir heads, and fhower continual blefllngs on the 
happy pair. From Altamont and Euphemia, — ye 
hufbands, fathers, learn the duties due to thofe en- 
.dearing namts ; and ceafe to imagine that to fwerve 
from them is politenefs. 

Learn you, who languifli in a widow'd bed, 
froa> hhfmonda learn to fupport the melancholy of 

your condition as becomes you ;- Elifmonda, 

who, though, as Lee exprefies it, in .all the full 

; grown 
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grown pride of glorious beauty, difdains all over- 
tures for a fecond marriage, fhuns pomp and 

ceremony, — nor haunts the court nor public walks, 
but in her clofet ruminates what good is in her 
power to do, • ■ who moft deferves, and who 
itands moft in need of her relief; and all thofe- 
carts- fhe once employed to pleafe the beft of huf- 
. bands, are now taken up with a£ts of piety and fof t 
companion. 

Learn, ye fair ramblers after (how and hurry, — 
ye midnight gadders to mafquerades and balls, from 
lovely Amadea learn, the timid modefty that beft 
befits and beft fecures the honour of a virgin ftate; 
— — (he takes no pains to attract the eyes of the 
gaping multitude, and rather (huns than covets po- 
pular admiration : — fhe avoids being the firft in 
any hew fafhion, and never runs into the ex- 
treme of it;- goes to no routs, aflemblies, or 

mafquerades ; feldom indulges herfelf even with 

a play or opera, and when fhe does, is always ac- 
companied by fome grave relation, whofe pre- 
fence is a check on the impertinence of thofe 
whifflers, who fkip from box to box^ faying the 
fame thing to every fine woman they fee there : — 
when fhe walks in the Park, fhe makes choice of 
thofe hours when the leaft company are there, and 
the only public place you are lure to find her in is 
at church. 

The example of Dortlaus is a noble reprimand 
to thofe who fuffer themfelves to grow old in riots 
and debaucheries: — early he quitted the levities of 
youth, and, as the filver fwan immerging from the 
itream, fhakes off the drops that hang upon its 
wings, fo Dorilaus but dipp'd kito the follies of the 
times, juft tafted the licentious pleafures of the 
town, then defpifed and threw them from him 
M % v<Wk 
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with abhorrence. Temptations of every kind haw 
iince furrounded him, yet has he ftill remained un- 
moved ; — equally inflexible to the infinuation? of 
luxury, and to the bribes of corruption ; — fteady 
in virtuous principles, the evil ones at length grew 
weary of their fruitless labour, ^and now fuffer him 
to enjoy a calm and uhdifturbed repofe, in the fo- 
ciety of a few felect friends, who join with him 
in commiferating the infatuation of others.. 

. If there were no cards nor dice in the world, Fa- 
vonius would be look'd upon as an almoft fau kiefs 
being, and the voice of envy have nothing where- 
with to cad a blemifh on his name : — it cannot be 
denied, however, that Favonius has wit, honour, 
generofity, affability, and an affected fweetnefs 
of difpoiition ; — qualifications which would greatly 
compensate for his love of gaming, if it were not 

for two confiderations,- which are thefe :— r 

Firft, That by indulging this unhappy propenfity, 
he lavifhes too much of that time which might 
be employ'd in the defence of the liberties of his 
country, and for the benefit of the commonwealth. 
Secondly, That his high character in the world 
makes many people ready, and even proud to fol- 
low his example in this, the fole error of which 
he can be accufed, while they neglect the leaft en- 
jdeavour to imitate any one of the numerous vir- 
tues he is mafter of. 

There are many others of both fexes ftill living, 
wbofe characters would reflect honour on the imi- 
tators.; and fome who, though the world has been 
So unfortunate as to Jofe, have left behind them 
fuch monuments of their virtues as never can be 
forgotten : their memory ftrikes a damp on guilt, 
and will eternally be venerated by all the wife and 
good. But this is a theme which, though pexhaps 

little 
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Ittle affecting ta the greatcft part of my readers, 
may yet be too melancholy to fome others, as well 
a9 to myfelf j 1 £hall therefore dwell no longer upon v 
it, but return to a fubjedt more fuitable to the pre- 
lent difpofition of the times, which I am not fo ig- 
norant as not to know an author ought always to 
confult, if he regards either his own reputation, or 
the intereft of his bookfeller. 

CHAP. VII. 

Gives a fuccinft Relation of two pretty extraordinary 
Adventures that j>refented themfelves to the Author 
in a Morning Ramble* 

A Clear and undifturbed flcy, illuminated 
with a fmiling fun, and perfumed with a 
thoufand odours from the new budding fpring, in- 
vited me to Hyde-Park. 1 girded my Invifible; 

Belt about me, for the reafons 1 have already men- 
tioned in a preceding chapter, and alfo put my 
Tablets in my pocket, though I had not the lealt 
expectation of meeting with any thing in that plac* 
which fhould give me occafion to make ufe of 
them. The fweet folemnity of this folitude af- 
forded me infinitely more pleafure than ever I had 
found in a crowded. Mall : — it infpired me with 
. the moft delighful ideas, which- indulging, I wan-*- 
der'd for I believe near two hours without meeting 
with any one object to interrupt my contempla- 
tions. How much loriger I might have continued* 
in this agreeable refverie, I know not; for I was 
rous'd from it by the fudden appearance of a gen- 
tleman at fome diftance from me, but who was ad- 
vancing directly towards the path where I was :— 
on his approach, IJtepp'd a little on one fide, to pre- 
vent his running againft me: — he walked back- 
M 3 wards 
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wards and forwards with fome emotion, — lookM 
often on his watch, and difcoverM many figns of 
the utmoft impatience. By the cockade in his hat, 
I doubted not of his being a military gentleman, 
and imagined that fome difpute of honour was that 
morning to be decided by the fword ; but I was 
foon convinced of ffiy miitake, the officer having 
mere of Cupid than of Mars m his head. 

I had not been many minutes before a coach came 
up and flopp'd very near the place where I ftood : * 
— - there were three women in it ; one of whom, 
. and much the richeft dUefsM, I prefently knew to^ 
be the celebrated Lipathea; — the others, as I after- 
wards found, were her woman and nurfe ; — this, 
it teems, being the firft time of her coming abroad 
fincc her bringing into the world a fon and heir, to 
tlie great joy of that honourable family,— as the 
news- writers exprefs it. On fight of the coach, 
the young officer 1 advanced brifkly towards it. — ' 
Lipathea law him at the fame time, and thrufting 
out her head, and half her body, with her accuf* 
tom'd loud laugh, call'd to him to come in. With 
thefe words the door was immediately open *d, ttye 
two women came out, and the officer jump'd iri; 
—after which the coachman was ordered to drive: 
as flow as he could to the Walhmt-tree Walk, 
and fo round to the Ha I Ha ! wall, and back to 
the fame place again. 

I had no opportunity to follow them, fo was 
obliged to content myfelf with hearing thedifcourfe 
that pafs'd between the two women who were left 
behind : — to this end I kept as clofe to them as I 
could, with my tablets in my hand ;*— >but the. 
Snbjc&s they talk'd on were fo trifling, that I did 
not think it worth while to fpread them for the 
impreffion of their words, till at once the nurfe 

began 
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began to run into a long detail of the particulars 
flic knevy, or could remember, that had happened 
in the fev*eral families where fee had been; but the 
matters ftifc related being wholly infignificant, and 
unworthy of record, I (hut up my tablets, and 
gave no farther ear to what (he faid. I quitted not 
the place, however, till the lovers returned from 
the tour they had been making:— —the coa.h • 
ftopp'd, and the captain was fet down near the end 
of the fame path where he had been taken up, and 
Lipathea beckon'd her two attendants to come in, 
who by this time, I found, were heartily weary of 
their promenade* 

The well-known character of Lipathea, on« 
Would think, fhould have hindered me from being 
much furprifed at any thing (he drd r yet could i. 
not be an eye-witnefs of the. glaring affront (her 
now put upon her hu(hand, and the modefty of her 
fcxy without being feized with a condensation im- 
poiuble to be exprcfsM. My meditations on this 
adventure had perhaps lafted 'till I came home, 
if they had not been interrupted by another whicn 
fell in my way, and afforded me, in its co.ife- 
quenceS)' more matter for diver fion than the for- 
mer. r Beauty, or* what is more than beauty,' 

the power of attraction, is not confin'd to perfona 
of a high ftation ; nature can exert herfelf as- 
much in the cottage as the palace, and we fome- 
times find more real graces under a plain homeljr 
coif, than under a fine gauze cap ornamented with* 
jewels,. — as the little incident I am about to^reheadei 
will abundantly evince^ 

As I was pa&ng through St. James's-FaHc, I 

met a young woman*. with a porringer, in* her hand,* 

neatly covered with a large earthen* (au'eer.;**- (he 

advaaCvd with flow and cautious, fteps,, left, (he 

U 4, ' % - flioult 
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fhould fpill any part of what fbe had brought •• 
when fhe drew near the parade, a tall grenadier*, 
who I found was her hufband, ftepp*d forth front 
among his comrades and received the mefs from 
her, as alfo a pewter fpoon, which fhe took out of 
her pocket, and gave to him at the fame time. 
Though every thing about her was clean, yet the 

leader may ealily fuppofe extremejy mean ; (he 

had a face, however, that flood in need of no ad- 
vantages from drefs to fet it off; — never had I feen 
a finer pair of eyes, or a, more foft and delicate com- 
plexion;— and, to crown all the reft of her per- 
fections, there appeared not only in her countenance, 
but in every little motion and geflure, that which, 
in my opinion, is the very foul of lovelinefs, a moft 
perfect innocence and fimplicity. I was not, how- 
ever, the only admirer whom her charms that 
morning had attra&ed : — — — a certain officer of 
diitin&ion, walking on the parade with another 
gentleman, having feen her at fome difiance^ 
quitted his companion, and came to the grenadier, 
accofting him in thefe terms : 

Officer. * So, Grenadter,-*-you are taking your 
4 morning's refrefhment 5 h this pretty datnfei 

* your wife ?' 

. Grenadier. c Yes, pleafe your honour/ 
- Officer. * She feems very young; you can't have* 
€ been married long.' 

Grenadier. * About three months, pleafe your 
€ honour.' 

Officer. c I hope you ufc her well y — 1 dare faj* 
4 fhe deferves it.' 

Grenadier. * 1 think fhe has no reafon to com- 

* plain, fir j — Have you, Peggy?' 
Wife. < No, indeed.' 

Officer. 6 I am glad of it ; ~ I would always 
? have the women ufed well/ 
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He faid no more, but turned upon his heel, and 
^Walk'd away with a carelefs air, as if nothing far- 
ther than what he had made (hew of were in his 
head 5 but I perceived he removed no farther than- 
the end of the Canal, and kept an ohfervant eye on 
thofe he bad left behind. The grenadier having 
finished his little repaft mingled with fome foldiers 
who were on the Parade, and his wife tripp'd out 
of the Park with much more hade than fhe had 

come into it : the officer, who had never loft 

fight of her, followed, though for a while at fome 
diftance, and I kept very near him, refolving to fee 
what it was he aim'd at, and what would be the 
jffue of his defigns, in cafe he had any of the na- 
ture I fufpe£fced. She went through the Treafury, 
and when he faw (he had enter'd there, mended his 
pace, and coming up with her under the arch'd paf- 
iage, gave her a little flap on the fhoulder : — fhe 
ftarted and turn'd back, but on feeing him, dropp'd 
slow curtefy, while he fpoke thus: 

Officer, * Well overtaken, pretty lafs. — — I 
1 wanted to fpeak to you,«! 1 fancy I have ken 

* you fomewhere or other 5 — Pray what country- 
4 * woman are you ?* 

Wife. * I was born in Lancashire, — fo pleafe 
c * your honour.' 

Officer. * I thought fo ; for I have heard fay all 

* * the Lancafliire girls are very handfome. — And 
c pray what brought you to London?' 

tVife. * The hopes of getting into a good fer- 
<k vice, pleafe your honour; but not hearing of 

* one prefently, and happening to get acquainted 
« with my hufband in the mean time, I chang'd my 
•^condition.' . 

Officer. * You did well ; there is nothing like 

*' being your own miftrtfs : but you country 

M 5 * folks 
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4 folks arc generally afraid of a red coat, — How 

• came you to venture on a foldier V 

iVtft* € I don't know, Hr i— it was my fate, I 
« think/ 

Offitir* c Well, here is fomething to encourage 

• you to love the army/ 

With theft words he drew a fix-and thirty piece 
of gold out of his pocket, and made an offer of 
putting it into her hands; but fhe drew back, either 
afham'd or unwilling to accept it, and cry\l> • Oh, 

* iir, I have heard fay, that women (hould never 

• take money from the men.' To which he re- 
ply'd, * That is f om your mean dirty fellows ; but 

* it is ill manners to refufe any thing given you by 

* your ruperiorf.' Ho now took hold of her hand, 
and a fecond effort obliging her to receive his pre- 
fent, (he look'd on it, turn'd it two or three times, 
and then faid, c Blefs me, — what muft i do witn 

• this great piece of n oiey ?' 

Officer. * Oh, you will find a ufe f < r it : — that 
4 pretty face of yours rcquir s a thoufand things 
. • that the grenadier's pay wj 1 not enable nim lo , 
4 purchafe for you : — und now I think on it, 'tis 

* pity he flmuld continue in that low ftacion ;— *-[ 
4 have it h\ my power to raife him, and I will 
4 da it; —he (hall have a hulr>ert forthwith j — but 
4 I muil talk to you a little firit upon that fcore. 
4 Where do you live? 1 will come and fee 

IVife. 4 Oh, dear fir, — we have not a place lit 

• for your honour to come into.' 

Gjficer. * No matt r for thac, — I am not proud, 

* and never fctfple to go to any place, how me 4,11 

* lower it be, where 1 can either do a pleafure to 
4 myfelf, or a itrvicc to my friends; — therefore no 

• excuies.* 
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Jfcfe. * Your honour is Very good ; -but I 

* do not know how t«' tell von, for there is no fign 
** near us v -we lodge up 6ne pair of ftairs at a 
«* button^maker's, the ne*t door but one to a- 
4 chandlerYfhop; in a Ikrie alley that turnso&t of. 
«* l&ng-ftreet bya grecn^&all, and is no thbroa&h* 
<- fare/ 

Officer. * I fhall nev-er find it by this diredUon * r . 
«* .wyou fh 11 fhew rrte where it- is now-.? 

Wife. 4 Lord* fir 1 , what will the people in the 
« ftreetr fay, to fee me go cheek- by- jole with fucfr 
*' a fine gefltleman as your honour V 

Officer. 4 " Well; then, you fhall walk before; aruK 
*' I will follow you/ 

Wife. • But, fir, my room is all dirty,— A war 

* juft going home to clean it, — now I have carried* 
4 my hufband his breakfaft/ 

Officer.- * I' fhall*' not go in; nor vifit you 'till af- 

* ter dark, ta binder, as- you fay, the neighbours 

'from ftaring. at me : 1 will come this evening 

41 about nine or ten o'clock * y — your hufband is to 
4 * be upon duty ; but do # you take care not to be 

, 4 out of the way ; for it is abfoluteiy neceffary I- 
4 fhould have fbme difcourfe with you before 1 do 
6 ' any thing for him/ 

IVife. 4 Lord, fir, what bufinefs can your honoujr 
4 have with me that he mult not know ?' 

Officer. 4 You may tell him afterwards, if you; 

* will : — but I won?t detain you any longer, — go 
4 home and pleafe yourfelf that ycur hufband fhall 
*' be a ferjeant to-morrow, and that I fhall raife him 
4 ftill higher;?— fo that he may come to be a cap* 

* tain at laft/ 

JVife. 4 A captain !*— oh la ! — -I fhou'd never 
4 have thought of fuch a thing/ 

Officer. 4 It all depends upon yourfelf, and what 

* 1 have to communicate to you;— fo be fure be 

* at home and alone when I come/ 

M 6 Wfi. 
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W$fe. 4 Yes, pleafe your honour, I would not 
' for all the world be fo rude as to difappoint you - r 

* /hough I am afliamed you Should come into fuch 

* a poor habitation as mine. 9 

Officer, c Never mind that, my pretty one, I 
' fhall look on nothing in the place but yourfelf^ 

While he was fpeaking this, he call his eye* 
. about, and finding there was nobody in fight, gave 
her a kifs, after which {he made a low curtfy, and" 
turned away to go home, blufhing all the way fbe 
went, like the fun through a gentle fliower in an: 
April mornings- -He follow'd, as he faid he would, 
'till he had feen her enter into her little dwelling ; 
nor left the place 'till he had taken fufficient notice 
of every thing, to be able to remember and know 
it again* I was now under a molt fenfible concern, 
for this poor young creature, — thus likely to be 
betrayed, not by any inclination to ill, but merely 
through the fear of offending a perfon above her * 
—quite ignorant of the fnares of the world, and 
untaught how to refill temptation, fhe was, alas, juft 
ready to fall into a real fault, by an endeavour t% 

avoid an imaginary one : as Mr. Waller faid* 

tho* on a different occafion, 

Innocence and youth oft makes 
In artlels virgins fuch miliakes. 

Tho' I had not the lead doubt but that the young 
wife of the grenadier would become a prey to the 
vicious inclination of her feducer, yet I had the cu- 
riofity to fee in what manner' fhe would behave on 
the full difcovery of his defigns upon her. Accord- 
ingly I went about nine o'clock to the little alley, 
and polled myfelf on a bench at a door juft oppofite 
to the dwelling of the grenadier, refolving to go in 
with the officer when he fliould come. I had not 
waited above half an hour before he appeared ; — 
he was muffled up in hU cloak ; but, by the help 

' of 
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•f a fmall winking Jight from an adjacent fhop r4 I 
cafily knew him:: — he had taken too much notice 
•of the houfe to be miftaken in it, and entered di- 
rectly, the door being left open,, as I fuppofe, for* 

that purpofe u 1 followed clofe behind him, but 

never had my Invifibilityfhip been in fo much dan* 
ger as it was now brought into by this adventure*. 

The grenadier r it fterns, having been informed 
by his wife of every thing that had pafled between 
her and the officer, and more zealous m the defence 
of his honour,, than perhaps fome in.a much higher 
itation would have been, had prevailed, for fome 
pots of beer, on a brother grenadier to do duty for 
him that night j fo returned home before the hour 
appointed for his rival's approach, and having arm'd 
himfelf with a good oaken cudgel, flood on the 
-.middle of the flairs,, ready to give a proper recep- 
tion to that invade* of his. rights. My leader had 
not advanced above five or fix fteps of the ftairs, , 
when he received a violent blow onthe head, which, 
together with the furprize it gave him, made him 
reel back, and like to fall on the poor Invifible ; 
but I haftily and prudently withdrew to the middle 
of the entry,,, and ftood aloof to hear, at a more 
fefe diftance, what would be the end of this affair.- 
The grenadier purfued his ftrokes, and the officer,, 
being in no condition to defend himfelf in that 
difadvantageous pofture, thought it beft to make his* 
efcape; but not having been accuftomed to fuch. 
fteep winding ftairs, fell down to the bottom ; 
— his antagonift, though better acquainted with the 
paflage, in attempting to follow him had the 
fame fate; but being uppermoft, foon recovered 
himfelf, and catching hold of the officer by the 
collar as he was endeavouring to rife, forced him 
on his knees, and continued buffeting him on the 
iiead and face, till he was covered all over with the 
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•blood that gufted from his nofe and mouth, as £ 
afterwards perceived.- 

The officer made federal efforts to draw his* 
ftvord, ami at length did fo j. but the other finding, 
What he was abouty immediately feized it by the 
hilt, Wrefted it from him, /happed it afunder with* 
bis foot,- and threw it over his head. c Rafcal, 

* will yotf murder me? cry'd the officer.- — -No f 

* replied the grenadier, 1 will only cool your cou- 
' Tage, and make you remember running after* 

* other men's wives.- Dog> — — -do you know 

* who 1 am ? demanded he I 1 only know- 

€ * you for a villain, fard the other, that would de- 
« bauch my wife, and as fuch Til* ufe you. — —*- 

* Sirrah, returned the officer, 1 will make you pay 

* dearly for this infoleilce ;,-«—-* you know well' 

* er.ough thct I am ****** * You lye, re- 

* joined the other, and deferve to be hanged for 

* taking fuch a gentleman's name iivyour mouth ;» 
t- ****** wou }d ieorn to fneak into fuch a poor 
•* hut as this to feduce any man's wife.' The gre- 
nadier's hands were not idle all this time ;. but the 
officer having at length got upon his feet, they 
continued wreflling together- for fome minutes, in- 
which combat the furious hufbaiid had much the-* 
better, whUh put me in mind of what Mr. Rowe 
Jap in Jane Shore : 

In fpite of birth and dignity, amart 
Oppos'd again it a man, is but a man. 

The officer now finding himfelf quite difableoV 
and being fiill under the gripe of his unrelenting, 
enemy, called vehemently out for help ; on w*hiclv 
fev£ral of the neighbours ran in with lighted candles: 
In their hands, and the tntry was prefentiy- full 

of men, women, and children : but never was- 

fuch a fpe&aclo as this dcrr,olifhed beau. — * Blefs 

* me! 
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• me ! what is the matter? cry'd one 5 — What 

• is the matter?' — « Aflc no queftions, — - here i$ 
4 half a crown for any one that will get me a chair 

* immediately/ fa id he ; and the word was fcafce 
out of his mouth, before a cobler rah with all the 
fpeeJ he could to do as he defired. The grenadier 
now affected the' utmp/t furprize, and laid, — 4 All 
4 the world ftould never have made me believe it 
4 was your honour j— +rl proteft I took you for a 

* rogue that wanted to come to bed to my wife 
( while I was abroad, and thought I could not ufe 
4 fuch a one too ill.* — The women, on hearing this* 
gucfs'd how the bufinefs was, and looked at one 
another and grinn'd ; — one of them, however, was- 
i'o charitable as to fetch a bowl of water to w<ifh< 
the blood off his face and garments j — he made 
ufe of what fhe brought, but gave no other an- 
i'wer to what the grenadier had faid, than a look 
full of refentment and confufion. 

A chair being brought, he catched up his hat 
and wig, which had fallen off in the fcuffle, went 
into it, leaving behind him fufficient matter to em- 
ploy the conv.ifation of the whole alley for a long 
tiiiie. — On hearing afterwards the whole truth of 
the affair from the grenadier and his wife, every 
one applauded the conduct of them both, and 
laughed heaitily at the disappointment and correc- 
tion of the Licivious officer. For my own part, 
after I got home, the fatisfa&ion of finding myfelf 
fife from the dangers into which my curiofity had 
brought me, was facceeded by fome conlideratiohs 
on the paflages I had been witnefs of, and I could 
not help being filled with the utmoft aftonifhrnent, 
that perfons endowed with a liberal education, and 
frcm whom much greater things might be expecled, 
fiiouid, for the fake of gratifying a foolifh inclina- 
tion, the fleeting pleafure of a moment, not only 
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Be guilty of the greateft injuftice to others, but alft> • 
of the mod abjcS demeaning of themfelves; 

GEA P. VIII. 

. Ji calculated rather for Admonition than Entertainment^ 
and therefore likely to be hut little relijhed* 

HO W vainly do we boaft the light of reaforv 
when we refufe to fubmit either our wills or 
actions to the guidanceof its dire&iori, when thro* 
every ftageof life we fuffer fome darting paffioiV 
to gain a dominion over us, and utterly extinguish 
that glorious lamp we feem ft> proud of* and would 
be thought fo eminently to poffefs above the reft of 
the creation ! Prodigality is generally the vice of 
youth, and avarice of age; but though both thefe 
propenfities proceed from a wrong turn of mind, . 
and are diametrically oppofite to found judgment, 
yet I think fomewhat more may be faid in excufe 
©f the one than of the other.— -The prodigal lavi(hts 
bis flores in fuch things as do a pleafure to him- 
felf; and if he fquanders away his patrimony in 
riotous living, and becomes miferable in the end,, 
there are fome who profit by his misfortunes; — 
his money circulates, and the public fuffer nothing 
by his private ruin. — The- nailer, on the contrary, 
not only denies himfelf all enjoyment of the goods 
of fortune, but alfo withholds them, as much as in 
his power, from every one elfe ;— he parts with 
nothing he can get into his clutches, amafTes heaps 1 
of treafure, and fmiles with a wicked fatisfa&ion to 
fee it lie rufting in his coffers, while numbers of his 
fellow- creatures are perifhing for want of it. 

Avarice, above all other paflions, fo takes up the 
foul, that it leaves not the leaft room for any*>f 

the 
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tfic nobler fenfations ;:— love, friendfhip* pity, and 
«ven natural affe&ion are excluded thence ;.— the 
covetous man regards onlf -the gratification of that 
one fordid view 5 all his fears, his hopes, his cares,. 
are centered there, and he feldom fticks at any thing 
to obtain it, Befides,. what can he more abfurd irt 
itfelf than for people to labour with all their might 
in heaping riches, which they neither ufe, nor can 
afliire themfelves but that the next moment may 
difpoflefs them of? And it is remarkable, that the 
nearer they approach to the time when they, can ex- 
pecl no ocher than to be fnatched for ever from the 
idol they had wor&ipp'd, they grow the more eager 
to preferve it. — The condition of thofe children 
who have the misfortune to be defcended from pa* 
tents of the humour I am fpeaking. of, can never 
be. too much commiferated, efpecially if they hap- 
pen to be born with notions more juft and ele- 
vated ; ■ an inftance of which kind I am now 
going to relate*. 

A. gentleman,' whom I fhall diftinguifh.by the 
name of Avario, is fprung from a very ancient fa- 
mily in the Weft of England, has a large eftate, 
and might have, been beloved and refpe&ed by hit 
neighbours, if theexceflive pariimonioufnefs of his 
difpofition did not make him do things which de- 
mean his rank, and evjen render him contemptible, 
in the eyes both of his equals and inferiors. .— He 
was married in his youth to a lady of birth and for* 
tune, but had no child for near, twelve years ; at. 
which time, however, flie brought a (on into the 
world,, which one. would imagine fhould have fill'd. 
the father's heart with, the higheft fatisfa&ion - >f but. 
kiftead of thanking Providence for fending, him. an 
heir of his own bowels for his eft ate,, he only re- 
pined at the additional expence the new comer 
snuJlnecefiarily; occafion. — His lady was fenfibly 

affiiOecL 
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affii&ed at the little notice he took of the young 
Clyamon, for fo the (on of this unworthy rather 
was called j but when fee reproached him with his 
imkindne's, he only gave her this churliih anfwer t 
-^ That he faw no caufe for any great rejoicing ; • 
for he fuppofed, as fee had now began to teen, he 
feould in a few years have more children than he 
feould be able to maintain. 

Clyamon, notw.thiiandmg, grew a very fine 
boy j but he would have had Jittte to boaft of from 
education, if hi» uncle by the mother's fide, who' 
was exceeding rich, and had no children,- had not 
conceived a more than ordinary affection for him f 
and refolved to beftow on him ail thofe advantage* 
which were denied to him by the niggardly difpoii- 
tfon of his father. He told Avar 10, that if he 
wouhl fruft him with his fon, he would breed him. 
as hw own, and take care he feould want for none 
of thofe accomplifcments which conflitute the truly 
fine gentleman, in cafe he were capable of receiving; 
them ; which, added he, I do- not at all doubt o£ 
from the early promife of his childhood. This offer 
was too agreeable ta both the parents not to be 
readily accepted ; — the father rejoiced at being eafed 1 
of an expence he could not forefee without regret 5 
and the mother was highly pleafed to think that her 
little darling would now receive a more polite edu- 
cation than fee could hope the too great frugality 
of her hufeand would have allowed him.. 

Clyamon was about ten years of age when fir 
Arthur Frankwill, for fo his worthy uncle was* 
call'd, took him under his protection, and carry'd 
him to a fine feat he had about twelve miles dif- 

tant from Avario r s fc Doubly happy foe him* 

was now this change in his fituation y for his^ mo* 
ther dying foon after his removal,, he would doubt- 
kfs have been deprived of many indigencies he 
hau 1 hitherto enjoyed at home - Mi — but which were- 

abundantly 
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abundantly made up to him by the tender affection 

he was treated with by the good baronet. Sir 

Arthur not approving of any of the fchools in that 
part of the country, fent him to Eton, under the , 

conduct of a faithful old fervant : and in that 

place it was he received, his firft rudiments of 
iejrning. The improvements he made there were 
fuch as did honour to the mafters as well as to. his 

own capacity; the accounts thofe gentlemen 

gave of him in their letters to fir Arthur, were 
confirmed by their pupil's behaviour whenever the. 
times of breaking up gave him the liberty of going 
into the country. Both uncle and father were fur- 
pri fed on finding the fwift progrefs he made in his, 
learning ; — the one was charm'd with the fuccefs, 
of his endeavours, and the other quite tranfported 
that his fon was in a fair way of being poflels'd, 
of lb many accomplishments without any coft to- 
himfelf. 

Having perfected himfelf in all he could be 
taught at Eton, he quitted the fchool, by his uncle's 
permiffion, and return'd to the Weft; where, 
after having itaid fome time to make an acauaint- 
ance with the gentry, and take fuch diveruons as c 
the country afforded, his uncle thought proper he 
ihould ftnilh his ftudies in one of the Univerfities, 
and for fome reafons which he had within himfelf, 
made choice of Oxford.—- — Clyamon accordingly 
went thither at the age of eighteen, and bad the 
good fortune to have for his tutor a gentleman of 
deep learning, a keen difcernment, and an unpre- 
judiced judgment, who infpired him with fuch 
principles of juftice and true honour, » I believe 
he will never depart from. The admonitions of this 
worthy tutor, joined to a natural love of virtue in 
himfelf, entirely preferred him from running intQ 
any of thofe excefles too many of his age are guilty 
of i— though nothing could oe »ore gay and fph 

. * * rited^ 
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w'ted, yet every thing he faid or did was govern'o!' 
fcy a certain decorum, without feeming to be fo.— 
He could be chearful among the men of his ac- 
quaintance, without immorality or prophanenefs ; 
—courtly among the ladies, without flattery or in- 
fincerity 5 refpe&ful to his fuperrors, and maintain- 
a^proper diftance to thofe below him, without pride 
er ill-nature : — in fine, his character and manners 
\*ere fuchas made him highly cfteemed by all the 
wife and good, and beloved even by thofe who* 
would not be at the pains to imitate him. 

After a ftay of about three years at the univer- 
fity, he return'd to Sir Arthur's ; for that kind^ 
uncle and patron would needs have him continue 
to look upon his houfe as his chief home j nor did* 
Avario at all oppofe this motion, tho' he was now 
extremely proud of his fon, went often to fee him, 
ahd would always make him a prefent at everjr 
public a*flembly or meeting in which he was him- 
ftlf a party. It is certain, indeed, never any young 
gentleman was more happy or contented in his minir 
than Clyamon at* the time I am fpeakingof ; — he 
had but one wife beyond what he already poffefs'd*. 
and that remained no longer ungratified than while* 
he forbore to mention it. He was as well acquaint- 
ed -as books could make him, withmoft foreign- 
parts-; efpecially with thofe kingdoms and ftates* 
•frhich compofe this quarter of the globle; but 
when he confidered that the beft defcription can- 
not but fall infinitely fhort of the profpec>, he was* 
very defirous of being art eye-witaefs* of thofe 
things and- places he had read of.. 

- Sir Arthur highly approved of his nephew's in- 
clination to travel ; it feem'd laudable to him, 
As he hadhimfelf often thought it was the only 
thing wanting to complete his other accom pi ifh- 
inents ; and one day, as they were talking on that 
Jbbje&j «My dew Glyamon, faid he>.the define- 

t ^you* 
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* you have of feeing the world is truly praife- 
« worthy, and I think you cannot better employ 

* two or three of thofe years which I hope Heavea 

* has allotted for you, than in viftting the fevecai 

* courts of -Europe : — it will enlarge your ideas ; 

* and the difference of their manners and polices 
' will, I doubt not, enable you to make fuch ob- 
A fervations as may hereafter be of fervice to your 

* country. I think (purfued he) there is no ne- 
** ceflity of putting you under the care of any perfon 

* by way of governor ; you are now arrived at 

* years, and I flatter myfeif, at difcretion enough 
A to be trufted by yourfelf ; — as to the reft, yon 
'* may depend that I {hall (pare nothing to render 
•* the tour you make agreeable to you, and that 

* whatever remittances you fha!l have occafion for, 
x from time to time, fhall be punctually fent to 
x you on a letter of advice.' 

This crown'd all the other favours Clyamon had 
receiv'd from his indulgent uncle; and, it is not 
,to be doubted, drew from him the moft grateful 
acknowledgments :■ it was necelTary, however 9 
Avario fhould be confulted :— -the matter accord- 
ingly was propofed to him, on which he teftified 
that he was not void of natural affection by the re- 
luctance he expre&'d for expofing fo deferving a 
ion to the dangers of travelling ; but the arguments 
.urged by Sir Arthur, and the entreaties of Clya- 
mon, at length prevailed on him toconfent. Clya- 
mon foon made It appear that it was not to gratjfy 
a vain unprofitable curiofity, but the laudable am- 
bition of improving his mind,, that had made him 
fo defirous of going abroad :— nhe letters he wrote 
to his father and uncle, from France, Italy, Swe- 
. den, and feveral parts of Germany, would have 
been very well worth inferting in this work; but, to 
the misfortune of the public, I was not then in pof- 
fefiion of my wonderful Tablets, and tho' I heard 

them 
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them read more than once, can remember little of 

*■ the particulars they contain. This worthy young 

gentleman had glean'd from every field he pafled 

through whatever he found capable of increafing the 

treafures of his mind ; and in fomewhat more 

• than two years return'd to England, full fraught, 

- though not burthened with understanding, and an 

experience far above his years. 

I might here entertain my reader with the joy he 
was received with by his father and uncle, the com- 
pliments made to him by the gentry in that part of 
the country, and acclamations of the lower fort of 
people: — but I have no time to wade in fuch mi- 
nute particulars, and mutt proceed to more mate- 
rial- ci remittances. — Clyamon had no great relifh 
for the country : he foon grew weary of its amufe- 
"ments ; he lov'd companv, and had been accuftom'd 
to a good deal, both at Oxford, as well as while he 
was on his travels, and on account of the great 
diftance between thegent'emen's feats in that coun- 
try, his uncle's love of retirement, and his father's 
parilmony, neither of their houfes were much fre- 
quented : — he wanted to come to London j — - he 
had never been three whole weeks together in it, 
and thought he ought to be better acquainted with 
what was done in the capital of the kingdom. — 
Sir Arthur was alfo willing he (hould be known 
in a place where the accomplishments he had given 
him might be rendered more conspicuous ; but as 
he had more than performed the part of an uncle, 
and fully difcharged him of the promife he had 
made to A vario concerning his education, he thought 
it was now high time for that gentleman to take 
upon him the father, and make a fettlement for his 
fon fufRcient to enable him to appear in the world 
according to the eftate he was born to inherit. 
• — This propofition was not altogether fo pleafing 
to Avario as it ought to have been j -but as 

he 
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he could find nothing to alledge againft the reafon- x 
ablenefs of it, he only evaded comp 1 } ing with it 
at preknt, by fome trifling excule or other, till 
Clyamon, unable to concc.il his ilifcoiitcnt, Sir Ar* 
thur prels'd more ftrenuoufiy in his favour than he 
had done before, and at length, though with much 
difficulty, drew from thatniggardiy parent the fcanty 
fum of titty guineas. — This was a light loading for 
the purfe of a young gentleman bred in the manner 
Clyamon had been, and could not be ex p. ited to 
hold out long in fo expenfive a town as London : 
- — Avario, however, accompanied it with a pro- 
mi fe of letting him have more as foon as he re- 
ceived money from his tenants, who, he pretended, 
had been tardy in their payments of late, and oc- 
cafioned his being very much out of cufli. 

Clyamon could not keep .nmielf from being ex- 
tremely {hocked at this treatment from a father, 
who had been at no expence for him fince he was 
ten years old : — Sir Arthur was no lefs chagrin'd, 
though he concealed it from his nephew, and put- 
ting a Bank bill of fifty pounds into his hand, faid 
to him, — * My dear Clyamon, 1 would not have 
4 you be difconcerted, you know your father's 

• temper ; but the more he hoards, the more will 

• be your own at his deceafe : in the mean 

, * time be affured I will not for fake you ; — I will 

4 continually urge him on your behalf, and-aJfo 
4 privately fupply you whenever he is deficient j 
4 live therefore like yourfelf, and be entirely 

• eafy.' Thefe comfortable words, from a mouth 
on which he knew he might depend, made Clya- 
mon fet out chearfully for London ; but what hap- 
pened to him after his arrival, muft be the fubjedt 
of another chapter* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Is a Continuance of what the former tut tega*. 

THO' Clyamon nerer had an opportunity of 
making much acquaintance in this metro- 
polis, and now arrived here at a feafon in which 
-great part of the nobility and gentry retire to their 
•country feats, yet was he foon known, and his con- 
•verfation courted by thofe of the beft rank, who 
A ill remained in town. There were no operas in- 
deed, no plays, no mafqtrcrades to entertain him; 
but the gardens of Ranelagb, Vauxhall, and Mary- 
Je-bon ; or, to fpeak more properly, the gay com- 
pany that frequent thofe places, left him no want 
of any other amufement. — The love of pleafure 
can never continue ungratified in a town like this : 
and it is not to be wonder'd at, if it fometimes 
got the better of all Clyamon's difcretion, nor t 
if furrounded with temptations, that he could not 
always keep bimfelf from giving way to paHions, 
which in youth, and a fprightly difpofition, are 
fo natural, that they fcarcely deferve the name of 
faults. It is not my bufinefs to detain the reader's 
attention with an account of his gallantries with 
the fair fex, if any of the particulars had come to 
my knowledge, which I freely confefs they did 
not : — I ihall only fay, that he had no amour which 
could call his honour in queftion, bring him into 
quarrels, or be productive of any other unhappy 
confequenccs. 

The only mi (take in con duel he had any great 
rcafon to repent of, he was led into more by the 
prevalence of example than inclination : — he had 
never been in the lead tainted with that epidemic 

vice. 
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vice, the love of gaming, and rather wonder'd at 
the pleafure he faw it gave others, than defired to 
be partaker of it himfelf; — yet did he inadver- 
tently fufter himfelf one evening to engage in a 
party at that dangerous amufement, which he 
knew had proved fo fatal to many of the moll 
opulent fortunes, and utterly unfuitable to a per- 
fon in his prefent circumftances. The perfons he 
play'd with were well experienced, and great pro- 
ficients in their arts \ — they let him win at firft 
fome pieces, and this imaginary fuccefs luring him 
to go on, he became at length a lofer about feventy 

pounds ; a trifling fum to a gentleman of his 

appearance, yet three times more than he at that 
time was mafter of. 

He diflembled his chagrin as well as he was 
able, but confefs'd he had not that fum about him* 
and would fend it the next morning ; — on which 
they told him his honour was a fufficient (take for 
ten times as much as he had loft, and would fain 
have prevailed with him to have play'd on ; but he 
now faw the folly he had been guilty of, fo pre- 
tending he had bufinefs, took leave of the com- 
pany, carrying with him a humour very different 
from what he had brought, and from what he had 
ever been poflefs'd of in his whole life before* 
Impoflible it is to exprefs, as he afterwards told 
me, how much he was difconcerted at this un- 
lucky event ; ■ he knew it was expefted he 
fliould promife to fend the money next morning ; 
and by what means he fliould acquit himfelf of 
that promife, and redeem his honour, puzzled him 
to a degree that made him almoft diftra&ed. He 
has often protefted that he never clofed his eyes in 
deep during that whole night, but pafs'd his reft- 
lefs hours ttr contriving how to extricate himfelf 
from the labyrinth into which he had fo foolifhly 

Vol. I. N ftray'd. 
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ftray'd. After much revolving in his mind, he 

at laft bethought hitnfelf of borrowing the fum he 
wanted of a young gentleman with whom he was 
extremely intimate, and who had a good fortune. 
Purfuant to this refolution, he rofe the next 
morning more early than he was accuftom'd, and 
went to his friend, who was not yet ftirring; but 
oh faying he had bufmefs of confequence to impart 
to him, was eafily admitted to his chamber.. 
He told him, in few words, what had happened, 
the vexatious fituation he was in, and the neceflity 
he was under of borrowing a fmall fum, 'till be 
could receive a remittance from the country ;— 
to which the other replied, * Upon my foul, -dear 

* Clyamon, I fhould be glad to ferve you on this 

« occafion ; but, 'faith, it is not in my power 

« at prefent ; it is not a week ago fince I loft 

« five hundred pounds at that damn'd whilt : — 
c and this, with fome other demands lately made 

* upon me, have quite drain'd me of all my 

c ready cafli : but I will tell you what I can do 

« for you ; 1 know a man who has often fup- 

« plied me arid feveral of my acquaintance, when 

* they have had a bad run at play \ he has al- 

« ways money by him, and will lend you what 
« fum you pleafe on your advancing a premium j 

* I will rife this minute, and go with you to 
« him.' 

Clyamon was highly pleafed at this offer, and 
while the other was drefling, reflected within 
hjmfelf how his affairs ftood, and that, the little 
prefents he had received from his father and 
uncle being now almoft exhaufted, he fhould foon 
have calls for more money than his gaming debt, 
thought it beft, fince he muft borrow, to bor- 
row as much as would fupply his expences 'till 
his father fhould be prevail'd upon to make him a 
•Klement, which he flatter'd himfelf would be in 

afhort 
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a fliort time. He communicated his intentions 
to the gentleman, who approved it, and having 

?pt himfelf ready, they went together to old 
Jrub, for fo the ufurer was called. The wretch 
was juft coming out of his houfe when they came 

to it. On feeing them, he turn'd back, and 

conduced them into a little dirty parlour ; but 
as the difcourfe that jkfs'd between them was 
fomewhat extraordinary, I thought it worth writ- 
"ng down, as Clyamon fome time after repeated 
t to me word for word : 
Grub. c So, my young 'fquire, 'tis a won- 
der to fee you out of your bed before the fun 
has run three quarters of his courfe at leaft; 
I fuppofe you want a little of my affiftance that 
brings you abroad thus early ?' 
Gentleman. 6 No, 'faith, Grub, not at prefent ; 
but I have a friend here that does.' 
Grub. c Your friend is welcome, — I will ferve 

him if I can.- Pray, fir, what can I do for 

you V 

Clyamon. € Sir, a prefent emergency lays me 
under a neceffity of raifing two hundred pounds 

immediately ; if you have that fum by you, 

this gentleman will inform you who I am, and 

that I want neither the power nor the will to 

difcharge any obligation I (hall enter into on that 

fcore.' 

Gentleman. Ay, ay, Grub,— -his note is as 

Sjood as the Bank of England,— you need not 
ear your money, —his name is ****, —he 
is an only fon and heir to near two thoufand 
pounds a year/ 

Grub. \ The gentleman has an honeft face, 
indeed.' 

Gentleman. * If you have any fcruple, Grub, I 
will join in the note with all my foul/ 

N 2 Grub. 
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Grub. € I believe there is no great occafion ; 
only in cafe of accidents, a collateral fecurity 
may be neceflary/ 

Gentleman. « Well, — well,— you fhall have it.' 
Grub. ( I fuppofe, fir, you have acquainted the 
gentleman with the common way of dealing in 
thefe affairs?' 

Clyamon. * Sir, I am willing to allow you any 
intereft for your money that you. can in reafon 
defirc/ 
Grub. c Sir, I am never out of reafon with any 

man: as to intereft, it is quite out of the 

queftion ; — I fhall take no more than what the 
law allows ; but when we advance money upon 
a pinch, a certain premium is expe&ed/ 
Clyamon. < Pleafe to name it/ 
Grub. c Let me fee; you want two hun- 
dred pounds immediately, you fay : — it is but 
a trifling fum, indeed ; but too much for a poor 

man like me to lofe $ we who lend money 

this way run a great rifque; — not that I doubt 
you, nor am unwilling to advance the money ; 
but 1 think you can do no lefs than add an odd 
fifty in the note you make/ 
Clyamon. € How, fir .'——fifty pounds for the 
loan of two hundred, befides the intereft !' 
Grub, ' Look ye, fir, I would not have you 
imagine I deal hardly with you ; if you 

brought me a note on the beft tradefman in the 
city, payable one month after date, I do allure 
you that I would not difcount it a farthing lefs 
than twenty per cent. — Confider, fir, I may lie 
a great while out of my money ; — difappoint- 
ments fometimes happen, and when they do, I 
have not the heart to be fevere in point of time. 
I fcorn to diftrefs a gentleman when I find he has 
it not in his power to pay, unlefs I hear he Is 
going out of the kingdom, or to enter into the 

* army 
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€ army, and then, indeed, it behoves me to take 
9 care of myfelf/ 

Clyamon, in favouring me with the recital of 
this dialogue, told me, that he had not prefence 
enough of mind to keep the {hock he felt at fo 
exorbitant a demand from being vifible to the; 
ufurer, who looking on him with no very pleafing 
afpeft, faid to him, 

Grub. c I perceive you are diffatisfied, fir, and 
if fo, I can keep my money, and you may try 
to fupply yourfelf at a cheaper rate elfe where :— 
for my part, I am at no lofs how to difpofe of 
the little I have; — there are enow will be glad 
to receive it on the terms I offer'd you, 3nd it 
may be, not grumble to allow me a better ad- 
vantage/ 

Gentleman. c Nay, — pfhaw* — prithee, Grub, 
don't be out of humour ; — my friend is not ac- 
cuftom'd to thefe things, and I had not time to 
inform him before we came.' 
Grub. * Sir, I bear a confeience, and am above 
impofirtgon anyone;— -I aip afhamed to think 
of what is pra&ifed at fome great coffee-houfes 
that fhall be namelefs, where, if a gentleman is 
neceifitated to borrow ten pieces, he returns 
twenty for it the next morning, or it may be the 

fame night ; -no, no fuch things are 

an abomination to me;— —I defire no more 
than a living profit, and whoever dies riot ap- 
prove of my conditions, is at liberty to rejedt 
them ; — there is no harm done/ 
Clyamon. « Not in the leaft, fir ; and as this is the 
firffc time I ever had occafion to become a bor- 
rower, and was utterly ignorant of the methods 
I fhould take in fuch a ntuation, I may deferve 
forgivenefs/ 

N 3 TW 
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Thus was poor Clyamon compell'd, by his im- 
patience to discharge his debt of honour, to acqui- 
efce to the excufe made for him by his friend, and 
comply with the extortioner's demand ; - ■ on 
which Grub was eafily brought into temper again ; 
— • a note was prefently drawn for the fum of two 
hundred and fifty pounds, and being figned by both 
the gentlemen, the whole fum mentioned in it was 
delivered to Clyamon, who put two hundred 
pounds into his pocket, and returned the other 

fifty to Grub. * This, fir,' faid the old wary 

curmudgeon, c I receive as a prefent from you, 
* and thank you for it.' Clyamon alfo, in his turn, 
thanked him for the favour he had juft con- 
ferred upon him ; after which they departed, feem- 
ingly with the moil perfeel good-will towards each 
other; but it is at ruth almoft unqueftionable, that 
the lender of this money had infinitely more fatis- 
faclion in his mind than the borrower could poffibly 
have. Dearly, indeed, did he pay for the means 
of difcharging an obligation which his inadvertency 

had brought him under; it was, however, of 

this fervice to him, that it made him deteft high 
gaming ever iince, and be careful to avoid all com- 
pany that might draw him into a fecond misfor- 
tune of the lame kind, — as I remember to have 
formerly read in a very old, and now almoft ex* 
ploded author : 

Wife is the man, who by one error taught, 
No more is in the fame temptation caught. 

There is a way of refraining from being guilty 
of indifcreet actions, without afFe&ing to he over- 
wife.— -Clyamon had this happy talent;-— —he 
knew very well, that for a perfon of his years to 
{ct up for a dictator, inftead of reforming his com- 
panions, would only incur their ridicule; and. there- 
fore contented himfelf with not making a party in 

the 
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the modifli vices and follies he was fpe£tator of, 
without feeming to condemn or to be difpleafed at 
them. Confcious that, on his firft arrival in town, 
he had not taken all the care he fhould have done 
to regulate his way of living according to his pre- 
fent circumftances, he began to retrench his ex- 
pences as much as polHbly he could, without letting 
the world fee he did fo, or finking too much be- 
neath the character of a gentleman born to inherit 
the ample fortune he was. But in fpite of this 
fomewhat too late affumed ceconomy, he foon 
found himfelf in very great neceflity for a frefh 
fupply : — he had been in London from the latter 
end of May to the beginning of October, and had 
.received no remittances from the country fircce he 
left it ; — all his uncle's remonftrances had not yet 
prevailed upon his father to make the propofed fet- 
tlement on him ; the ufurer's loan was quite ex- 
haufted, and he had, befides, other fmall debts to 
his tradefmen, fome of whom had already fent in 
their bills. 

To add to thefe vexations, Grub vifited him al- 
moft every day, complained he was but of cafti 
himfelf, and at length grew very importunate, aad 
plainly told him,, that he could lie no longer out ofv 
his money, and that if he did not fpeedily difcharge 
the note, he mutt take proper meafures to force 
him to it. In this exigence, he wrote a very pref* 
fing letter to his father, intreating an order on his 
banker in London 5 but the obdurate Avario only 
fent him an anfwer to this effect : — that it was 
inconvenient for him to break into the fum in the 
hands of his banker, — faid he muft wait awhile, 
— that he mould be in town himfelf the enfuing 
November, on the meeting of the parliament,—- 
and that then he would do fomething for him ; — « 
in the mean time bid him live fparingly, and fhun 
N 4 all 
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all places and company that might draw him into 
any unneceffary expence. 

Poor Clyamon had need enough for all that 
ftock of fpirits which nature had endued him with, 
to enable him to bear up amidft the perfecutions of 
his voracious creditors, and the unnatural behaviour 
of his father ; — he had now no other refource re- 
maining, than an application to fir Arthur, but 
very loth he was to be troublefome to that dear and 
beneficent uncle, to whom alone he was indebted 
for what he looked upon as infinitely more valuable 
than his being, his education $ and was with much 
debate within himfelf, whether it were not better to 
endure the infults he was expofed to, rather than run 
the rifque of difpleafing a patron he had fo much 
caufe to love and reverence. But while he con- 
tinued thus irrefolute in his mind, an accident 
happened which put a final end to all the con- 
tention in his thoughts on that fcore, by prefenting 
him with a misfortune, which was the more fevere, 
by its being fudden and unapprehended. 

The good fir Arthur Frankwill died;— -—fate 
fn ate bed him from the world at once, without the 
ieaft previous warning, and allowed no time for the 
making bequefts, either to his beloved Clyamon, or* 
any other perfon, whom elfe he might have thought 
worthy of a place in his remembrance ; — fo that 
leaving no will behind him, his whole eftate, toge- 
ther with all the perfonal effe&s he Was poffeffed of, 
devolved on a fon of his elder fitter, as being the 
firft of blood and heir at law,-— a gentleman who 
had always looked upon Clyamon with too envious 
an eye to have any fincere friendfhip for him. The 
firft account of this misfortune was tran Knitted to 
Clyamon in a letter from the above-mentioned 
kinfman, and contained the following lines : 

1 Dear 
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€ Dear Cousin, 
C -TH1S comes to acquaint you with thelofo 

* we both fuftain by the death of our dear uncle, 
c who departed this life fix days -ago; — he was 

* leized with an. apoplectic fit, out of which he 
c never recovered, in fpite of all the endeavours 

* that could be ufetl. — I did not fend to defire your 
' company at the funeral, as it would have been a 

* fuperfluous compliment to him, and a great fa- 
' tigue and expence to yourfelf, in coming fo long a 
' journey ; but as I am fenfibie of the afFedion he 
c had always for you, I enclofe a Bank bill of 
' twenty pounds for mourning. I intend to dif- 

* pofe of my uncle's houfe as foon as I can hear of 

* a purchafer, and am now fending away alL the 

* furniture, fo can make no invitation to you to' 
c come hither ; fhall be glad if you will pafs a few 

* days with me at T , oh your return into the 

* country. — So the hurry I am in at prefent pcr- 

* mits me to add no more, than that I am, &c. 

c G. Hawksmoue/ 

It is certain at this time, and indeejl almoft at 
any other, there were few things could have hap- 
pened more unfortunate for Clyamon than the 
death of his uncle, as he had not only loft in him 
an indulgent parent, a tender friend , and a kind 
protector, who had prom i fed never to forfake him, 
but alfo the only perfon in the world who had the 
moft influence over his father, and by whofe inter- 
ceffton hq hoped to have been foon relieved from? 
the precarious fituation he was at prefent in. He 
had fcarce time to recover himfelf from the firft 
emotions of grief, on the above-mentioned melan- 
choly accQunt, when he receiv'd private intelligence 
that Grub intended to arreft him, and had even 
•mployed aflierifFs officer for that purpofe:— he 
N 5. haJk 
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had no way to prevent this affront, but by flying 
for revenge to the verge of the court, which he ac- 
cordingly did, and took a lodging in Scotland- 
yard.— Grub foon heard of his retreat, traced hhn • 
to his afylum, and endeavoured by all the means 
he could to render it of no fervice to him ; but 
Clyamon had laid his cafe before the board of 
green-cloth, who had allured him of their pro- 
tection, till the arrival of his father fhould dif- 
charge this troublefome affair. 

The time was now near in which Avario was 
expected, and he ftaid not many days beyond it; 
but his prefence rather augmented than put an end 
to the diftrefs of Clyamon. That unnatural pa- 
rent, on finding the condition he was in, flew into 
the extremeft rage ; — reproached his extravagan- 
cies, as he call'd them, in the mod bitter terms;— 
fwore he would fee him fink under the calamity to 
which he had reduced himfelf, rather than give a 

lingle guinea to relieve him from it; and even 

curs'd the memory of the good fir Arthur for having 
indulged him, as he faid, in notions fo contrary td 
what he ought to have been infpired with :— -it 
was in vain that Clyamon endeavoured to alleviate 
his fury ;— he would hearken to no excufes, — be 
foftened by no fubmiffions he could make. — - One 
of the gentlemen of the honourable board, on Cly- 
amon's requeft, urged the defence of that young 
gentleman in the ftrongeft terms ; but Avario for 
many days continued deaf to all remonlt ranees in 
his behalf, and gave no other anfwer, than that, as 
his fon had brought himfelf into this trouble by his 
folly, he muft endeavour to get out of it by his wit. 
This cruel farcafm, when repeated to Clyamon, 
made him almoft forget the duty of a fon, and, as 
he confefs'd to me, ready to burft into exclamations, 
which he would afterwards have reproached him* 
. - felf 
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felf for having been guilty of uttering, or ev*n 
thinking of. 

Grub, and fome other of his creditors, findings 
they could do no more to him in the place where 
he was, took their revenge in perfecuting him with 
unceafing clamours, which threw him fometimes 
into fuch fits of melancholy/ as, if he had not 
been furnifhed with a great ftock of morality and 
good fenfe, would doubtlefs have pufhed him on 
fome defpcrate method to end thofe misfortunes 
which he faw no probability of being removed from. 
— — Avario, in the mean time, notwithstanding 
his churlifh and fordid difpofition, was far from 

being eafy in his mind ; the firft guft of pafTion 

being blown over, the merits of Clyamon rofe in 
oppofition to the fault he had been guilty of, and 
made it, by degrees, feem lefs :— — he could not 
forbear remembering that he was his fon, and fuch 
a fon, as every one who was a father wifhed his 
own might copy after. In fine,, nature and reafon 
joined their forces, and pleaded ftrongly in behalf 
of Clyamon, and almoft wrought him to forgive- 
nefs ; but as often as he reflected how much it 
would coft to pardon him,, and that he could not 
receive him into favour without payment of his 
debts, the thoughts of parting with his money gave 
a fudden check to his paternal inclinations. 

At length, however, fome hints which Clyamon 
dropp'd in one of the many petitionary letters he 
fent to him, making him apprehenfive that the 
moft dreadful confequences might attend the defpair 
of his offending fon, he became determined to do 
fomething for him. He fent a perfon tohinx with 
ten guineas for his prefent fuppoft* and an; offer of 
making up his affairs, in cafe he. could prevail on 
his creditors to compound for the one half of what 
was owing to them ; — Clyamon accepted his fa^ 
ther's preient,. trifling, as it was, witfi fubmiflion ; 
K 6 but 
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but could not forbear teftifying the utmoft difdain 
at propofing of a cornpofition ; for befides being 
certain that it would never be complied with, the 
thing itfelf appeared to him fo abject, that he chofe 
to fuffer any thing rather than demean himfelf to 
mention it. This refufal put Avario into a fecond 
flame; but he foon cool'd again, and after fdme 
little conflict within himfelf, the neceffity there was 
of reftoring the liberty of an only fon got the better 
of his love of money. Loth, however, to part 
with his darling pence as long as there was a poifi- 
bility of keeping them, he found out an expedient 
to protract the doing a thing fo irkfome to him;— 
he communicated his intentions to Clyamon in a 
letter, which that young gentleman mewing me 
afterwards, I found contained words to this effect : 

c So N, 
4 THO' I have been juftly irritated againft 

* you, firft by your extravagancies, and fince by 

* your late obftinacy, yet I cannot forget I am 
4 your father, nor fuffer you to fink beneath thofe 
4 misfortunes your folly and difobedience have 

* brought you into: — I have refolved to pay all 
4 your debts before I leave London; but as it is not 

* convenient for me to do it fooner, would not 

* have you venture out of the verge, for fear of 

* bringing yourfelf into difgrace, and an additional 

* expenceon me for your releafe; — in the mean 

* time am content to allow you two guineas and a 
c half per week, for the fufteiiance of yourfelf and 

* fervant. It is expected we fhall be diffolved about 

* the middle of February, when writs will be iffiied 

* out for a new election ; and I fhall then fet you 
« clear in the world, and take you home with me; 
c for I do not think it advifeable you fhould live 
c in this luxurious town, 'till you are better ac- 

* quainted with the true value of money than you 

* feem 
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' feem to be at prefent : I hope, notwithftanding» 
* that your future behaviour will atone for the er- 
€ rors of the paft, and I (hall have no occafion tp 
« repent the proof 1 now give you of being your 
< afte&ionate father, 

c Avario/ 

The joy Clyamon would have felt, on finding 
full fatisfa&ion would be given to the demands of 
his impatient creditors, was very much abated by 
the thoughts of being obliged to refide conftantly 
with his father in the country, as the manner hi 
which he knew he muft live would be very difa- 
greeable to his humour, and widely different from 
what he had been accuftom'd to with his uncle. It 
alfo feemed a little hard to him, that by delaying 
the difcharge of his debts till his departure, he 
fhould be fecluded from all enjoyment of the plea*. 
Aires of the town, even while he continued in it ; 
—but he faw into the policy of his father in doing 
this, and as there was no remedy, endeavoured to 
be as contented as poffible. In the anfwer he gave 
to his father's letter, he exprefled bimfelf in term* 
highly pleafing to him, and brought on a perfe& 
reconciliation, as will prefently appear, on occafion 
of an accident which happened foon after. 

C H A P, X, 

Concludes a Narrative which hasfomewhat in it that 
will 9 in a Manner ■, compel thoji who Jhall be mofl 
offended to counterfeit an Approbation^ for the Sake* 
of their own Reputation* 

THO' the greateft inximacy with Clyamon, and 
a long acquaintance with Avario, made me 
no Granger even to the minuteft particulars of the 
tranfa&ion I am relating, I meao, as far as I could 

be 
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be informed, by the perfect confidence with which 
I was honour'd by both thefe gentlemen ; yet, as 
no Aire dependance can be placed either on what 
people fay of themfclves, or the report given of 
them by others, I ihould never have ventured to 
(peak (o pofitively in many things as I have done, if 
the gift of Invifibility had not afforded me an op- 
portunity of accompanying them when they thought 
themfelves entirely alone, and of beholding them 
in thofe unguarded attitudes which are the beft, 
and only certain difcoveries of the inward work- 
ings of the human mind. 

It was my dear Belt could have alone convinced 
me that, contrary to the general opinion of the 
world, it was not ill-nature in Avario,. or the ig- 
norance of what he ought to do, which had hin- 
dered him from being an affectionate hufband, a 
tender father, a faithful friend, and an indulgent 
tnafter ; but merely his inordinate love of money, 
and an unaccountable apprehenfion of being re- 
duced to the want of it,, that made him center his 
whole- cares m his bags, regardleffr of all the ties 
of blood and nature, and render'd him almoft in- 
capable of practifing any focial virtue. 

it was by this beneficial preferit that I became 
allured Clyamon was much more worthy than he 
took any pains to appear $ ■ that in all ferious 
matters he was {ready and unfhaken, and in his 

pleafures decent and well manner'd; and that, 

young as he was, he had fet up a tribunal in his 
own heart, where reafon, prefiding as his fole judge, 
cajtffully examined all hts actions, and whatever 
unruly paffion had got the ftart, ftopp'd" it in its 
career, and brought it back to obedience. 

Many interefting circumftances, relating to this 
affair, between father and fon, are loft to the pub- 
lic by my having been deprived for fome time of 
my Cry ft alline Tablets, which had been ftolen from 

me* 
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me, with fevcral other things of much lefs, tho' 
more feeming value, by an unfaithful fervantj but 
the villain finding, I fuppofe, that he could make 
nothing of the Tablets, and looking upon them 
only as a curiofity which would pleafe nobody fo 
much as myfelf, feal'd them up, and caufed them 
to be left for me at a coffee-houfe : — my joy at 
getting them again made me forgive the reft of 
the robbery, and feek no farther after the thief. I 
recovered my purloined treafure juft about the time 
that Clyamon was in the above&memion'd fitua- 
tion 5 fo that what remains to be recited of this 
narrative, will be chiefly taken from the mouths 
of the perfons concern'd in it. I was one morn- 
ing in Clyamon's apartment, under the cover of 
my Belt, when a young gentleman of the name of 
Carelefs came to vifit rum ; < after exchanging 
the bon jour, and fome other cuftomary falu ra- 
tions, Carelefs began the converfation between 
them in thefe terms : 

Carelefs. " Where do you think I was yefter- 

* day ? ' 

Clyamon. € I am no conjurer/ 

Carelefs. « Guefs.' 

Clyamon. * It would be a needlefs trouble ; — 

* prithee fpare it me/ 

Carelefs. * Why, 'faith, in the gallery of the 
4 Houfe of Commons.' 

Clyamon. * The Houfe of Commons !— it muft 
€ be a bufinefs of vaft importance fure, that could 

* carry a fellow of thy gay fprightly temper into 

* that grave venerable place.' 

Carelefs. * No, thank Heaven, bufinefs and I 
4 are perfeft ftrangers to each other j but I had an 
' hour or two upon my hands, and went thither 
4 merely to kill time : — but was never more di- 

* verted in my whole life, than to fee how fome 

1 young 
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< young members, who bad got their heads toge- 
c ther, and were giggling over a copy of verfes in- 

* fcribed to Fanny Murray, were put to filence in 

* an inftant, and look'd as filly as a fchool-boy un- 
c der the lafli of corredion, on the fpeaker's crying 

* out with an audible and auftere voice, — " To or- 
<c der, gentlemen, — forfhame, — to order.'* 

Clyamon. c Methinks, indeed, they might have 
' found a more proper place and time for laughter. 

* i — Was my father in the Houfe, pray f \ 
Carekfi. * O yes, and I affure you the old 

' gentleman made as wife a figure as any there ; — 

* he faid nothing, indeed, but fat as ferious as a 

* judge upon a criminal caufe, leaning both his 

* hands upon his gold-headed cane, and his chin 

* upon his hands, and liftcning with great attention 

* to a very long, and I fuppofe, learned harangue 

* of a leading member. How do you defign to 

* difpofe of yourfelf to day i ' 
Clyamon. * I have not yet confider'd/ 
Carcleju c *Tis a glorious morning ;—— are 

* you for the Park ? — I come on purpofe to aflc 

* you.' 

Clyamon. * With all my heart.* 

Carelefs. * Come along then, — I dare fwear 
« the Mall is half full by this time ; — let us go* 
« and laugh at the great vulgar and the fmall^— as 

* Cowley fays.' 

Juft as they were going out of the room a letter 
was prefented to Clyamon from his father, which 
' he turning back to read $ I ftepp'd behind him, and 
found it contained thefe lines : 

* Dear Cly, 
c I Haje fomething to impart to you, which i» 
rOnfequence to my peace of mind, 
happinefs $ — be careful, there- 
4 fore* 
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* fore, not to be out of the way to-morrow morn- 

* ing, when I {hall call upon you as I go to the 
4 Houfe ; for what I have to propofe cannot be 
4 fettled too foon, — Be aflured I am impatient to 
c fee you make as good a figure in the world as I 
4 think you deferve, and that no more is required 
4 of you than ajuft fenfe of your duty to me, and 
4 a regard for what is your own intereft, to pre- 
4 ferve me always your very indulgent and loving 
4 father, 

4 Avario.' 

Clyamon was fo tranfported with the kindnefs of 
this epiftle, that he could not forbear {hewing it to 
Carelefs, who, knowing the temper of Avario, had 
no fooner look'd over than he faid : 

Carelefs. 4 I will lay my life upon it, that the 
4 old gentleman has found out fome rich widow 
4 or heirefs for you, with whofe fortune you may 
« make a figure in the world, and fave his own till 

* he can keep it no longer.' 

Clyamon. 4 I hope not fo, for as yet I have nt 
4 inclination to marry ; and whenever I do, {hall 
4 like to have a wife of my own chufing/ 

Carelefs. 4 You muft be cautious, neverthe- 
4 lefs, not to venture a fec-ond brulee with him ; 
4 for he feems to have fet his heart very much 
4 upon this bufinefs, whatever it is that he has now 
4 got into his head.* 

Clyamon. c Deuce take you for putting it into 
4 mine $ but I will think no more on it : — if 
4 the thing fhould be as you imagine, I {hall have 
4 time enough to be uneafy after knowing it ;— 

4 but come,— 'tis alinoft two o'clock, let u* 

4 away.' ^^ 

?^With 
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With thefe words they went to the Mall, and I 
returned home ; where refle&ing, as I always did 
after thefe excurfions, on what I had ken and heard, 
I could not help being of the fame opinion with 
Mr. Carelefs, as touching the intentions of Avar io, 
and fear'di that poor Clyamon, with all his* merit, 
would be obliged to become a prey to fome old 
well jointur'd Jezebel, or rich Dowdy, who ow'd 

her virginity to her uglinefs. By what I have * 

often freely confeffed concerning the inquifitive- 
nefs of my difpofuion, the reader will eaflly fup- 
pofe I felt no fmall impatience for the event of 
Avario's vifit to his fon ; and indeed I believe that 
young gentleman himfelf could fcarce be more 
Anxious. That I might lofe nothing of what 
Ihould pafs between them, I took care to poft my- 
felf very early in Clyamon's apartment, and it was- 
well I did fo r both for the fatisfadtion of my own 
curiofity, and the emolument of the public 5— for 
Avario came in prefently after me* 

As they had not feen each other for fome time, 
Clyamon threw himfelf on his knees, and in that 
poiture thank'd his father for the pardon he had 
vouch fa fed to his offence, as well as for his kind 
promife he had given for the difcharge of his debts* 
Avario feemed very much pleafed with this fubmif- 
fion, raifed and embraced him with great affection, 
and after they were feated, replied to what he had 
faid in thefe terms ; v 

Avario. c It is a great deal of money, indeed, 

* the folly you have been guilty of will coft me j 
c but it is the firft, and I flatter myfelf will be the 

* laft I fhall have to complain of, — fo we will fay 

c no mare of what is paft : 1 came now to talk 

4 with you on a fubjeft more agreeable to us both/ 

Clyamon* 
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Clyamon. c I have the greateft reafon in the 
« world, fir, to hope every thing from your good- 

* nefs.' 

Avario. ' Ay, Clyamon,— —you are my only 
« fon, — you may be fure I have nothing fo much 

* at heart as your welfare, and I think I have now 

* hit upon fomething that will make you as happy 

* as you can wife to be. Your late uncle, fir 

* Arthur, was always teizing me on the fcore of a 

* conftant allowance for you out of my eftate, to 

* the end you might be in a manner independent, 
< and I have at length refolved to do* it.* 

Clyamon. * Whatever you are pleafed to grant, 

* fir, I fhall take care to employ fo as to give you 

* no caufe to repent your bounty.' 

Avario. * But that is not all, Clyamon j — 

* what I fliall do for you will put you in a way of 
4 making yourfelf a much greater man than you 

* would be by what you will enjoy on my de- 
« ceafe/ 

Clyamon. * I am not ambitious, fir, butfhafl 
' readily embrace any laudable means of raifing 
« my fortune.' 

Avario. * Why that's well faid, and what I 

* have to propofe is not only laudable but honour- 
€ able too : — it is this, — you fliall be a member of 
'■ the Houfe of Commons.' 

Clyamon. ' Sir, I fhall be proud to ferve my 

* country, in any capacity ; but in this fear my 
€ youth and inexperience will be very jutt ob- 
« jeclions.' 

Avario. * Tut,— —tut,— -there are much 

* younger than you in the Houfe, and tho* I fay it, 

« of much lefs underftanding too. -As to tke 

g forms that are to be obferved there, I can inftru& 
€ you in them ; — and as to the reft, you will 

* eafily come into it of yourfelf 5 therefore no 

' more of fuch idle fcrufles ;•— an over-modefty 

4 anil 
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* and diffidence of 'ypurfelf is the worft quality a 
4 man that aims to rife in the world can be pof- 
€ fefs'd of. — 1 have confidered on this matter in 

* all its circumftances, before I mentioned it to 
' you ; and in order to qualify you for a Member, 
4 have refolved to aflign over to you five hundred 

* pounds per annum of my eftate/ 

Clyamon. ' That, fir, is more than I could 

* have prefumed to aft:.' 

Avario* ( I mean, the rents of fo much {hall 
€ be received in your name ; as to the cafh, I 

* think it much fafer in my own hands than 

* yours $ but you (hall want nothing that is necef- 
' fary, and when the bufinefs of Parliament calls 

* you to London, give you leave to draw upon me 

* for what fum, or Aims, you fhall find occafion 
€ for in reafon/ 

Clyamon. ' This, fir, is far from putting me 

* out of a ftate of dependance/ 

Avario. « You ought not to deflre it* your 

* uncle talk'd foolifhly, very foolifhly on this head ; 

* and if it had not been for the obligation I had to 
x him on the fcore of your education, I fhould 
« have told him fo : — a fon ought always to be de- 

* pendant on his father, and I think you have very 

* great caufe to be content in being fo, as you 
c have experienced the paternal affe&ion I have 

* for you, by my readinefs to forgive your faults, 

* and to difcharge thofe debts your extravagancies 

* had contracted/ 

Clyamon. c Sir, I fhall always retain a grateful 
€ fenfe of all you have done for me ; •*- but, pray, 
c fir, fince it is your pleafure that I fhould be a 
4 Candidate at the enfuing Ele&ion, what Place 

* have you in your eye for me i 1 fuppofe for 

* fome Borough/ 

Avario. «• No, no,— for our own County/ 
Clyamon. VThen, £u> do you decline /landing 
c yo«rfelfr Avario 
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Avarlo. c Yes, Clyamon. — I grow old, and 
• am weary of the fatigue of coming up to London 
4 once every year ; — I find it very expenfive, as 
4 well as troublefome ; for tho' I board while I 
4 am here at a pretty cheap rate, with one that 
4 was formerly my fervant, yet I know not how 
4 it is, money runs ftrangely away in this town ; 
4 — befides, 1 do not think I have been well ufed. 
4 I have had the honour of reprefen ting the 

4 County of **** in three fucccflive Parliaments, 
4 and have got nothing by it, — but the honour ; 

* — and tho* I have conftantly voted on the fide of 

* the court, and whenever any debate of confe- 
4 quence was to come upon the carpet, have al- 
4 ways previoufly attended the kvee of the Mini- 
4 iter, to know his will and pleafure ; all the re- 
4 compence I have had has been fometimes a 
4 make of the hand, a gracious nod, a fmile, and, 
4 how does my good friend Avario I 9 

Clyamon. 4 You amaze me, fir ; ■ I never 

* imagined a gentleman had any other intereft in 
4 his Ele&ion, than the pleafure of having an op- 
4 portunity to ferve his Country.' 

Avario. « Serve his Country ! — a fiddle on the 

€ Country ; it would be well worth a gentle- 

4 man's while, indeed, to cajole, treat, and bribe 

* every little dirty fellow that has a vote to give, 

* —to fpend fo much time and money, and, it 
' may be, drink himfelf half dead into the bargain 

* at his Ele&ion, if it were not for the fake of 
€ ferving himfelf, inftead of the rabble who make 

* choice of him for their Reprefentative ; no, 

* no, boy, — if we had not honour, fayour, and 

* preferment in view, our Ele&ors would be 
4 obliged, to court us to accept their Votes, not we 

* to folicit them.' 

Clyamon. 4 But, fir, fuppofing this to be the 
. « cafe, how do you think it poffible I fhould ac- 

4 quire 
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* quire any of thofe advantages which you fay you 

* have failed in the purfuit of yourfelf ?' 

Avario, * I'll tell you, Clyamon, — I could 
■ € only give my bare vote for or againft any quef- 

* tion ; — I never had the gift of either fpeaking or 

* writing ; now 1 am pretty fure you can do 

' both.; and a pathetic fpeech, or aftrong pamph- 
4 let, are prevailing arguments with theMiniftry; 

* —a man that can do thefe may have any thing, 

* — may make his own price 5 — fo, Cly, it will 

* be your own fault if in a Seflions or two you are 

* not above receiving any affiftance from me.' 
Clyamon. * Sir, 1 (hall be always ready to exert 

€ the little talents I am mafter of to promote what- 

€ ever I think is for the good of the Commonwealth/ 

Avar to. * Tut, what have you to do with 

* the Commonwealth ? — you are not to fet up for 
€ a judge of what is for its good, or what is not fo ; 
4 your buftnefs is to pleate the Minifter, and to 
€ think every thing right he takes upon him to 

* maintain.* 

Clyamon c But, fir, how is this confident with 

* my confcience or my honour ? ' 

Avarto* < Idle, very idle ;-XI do not like thefe 

* notions, Clyamon, — they may tempt you to an 

« oppofition 5 1 fhall be afraid you are a Jaco- 

c bite.' 

Clyamon. € Why, fir, are all men of honour 

* Jacobites?' 

AvartQ. * No j — ■ but this romantic, unpro- 

* fitable honour you talk of, is either Jacobitifm 
< or fomething as bad j — enthufiafm and bigotry. 

* — Is not the Court the fource of true honour ?«— 
' Do not all honours, dignities, and promotions 

* flow from thence ? — Therefore I fay, whoever 

* is againft the Court will never rife to honour, or 

* any thing elfe that is valuable/ 

Clyamon. 
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Clyamon. Sir, you may be perfectly aflur'd that 
I fhall always do my beft in fupport of every 
meafure which tends to the real honour of his 
Majefty, and the good of my Country ; and 
never oppofe any which does not oppofe the 
Confutation.' 

Avario. * But you muft not examine too fcru- 
pulouily into thefe things ;— you are to fuppofe 
that thofe who are entrusted with the manage- 
ment of Public Affairs are better acquainted with 
the Conftitution than you can pretend to be ; and 
muft therefore take it for granted, that whatever 
they fay or do is right.' 

Clyamon. ( But, fir, does not this implicit faith 
in the judgment of others, and giving up my 
own entirely, favour fomewhat of a flavifh fub- 
miffion ? ' 

Avario. c No, it is only good policy, and 
look'd upon as fuch by all who know the world ; 
— indeed, if after your Voting, Speaking, and 
Writing, they fhould take no notice of you, it 
would behove you to pluck up a fpirit, and extort 
that refpecl: to your refentment, which they were 
not grateful enough to pay to yourxomplaifance. 
— I ihall then give you leave to oppofe them in 
every thing, whether it be wrong or whether it 
be right/ 

Clyamon. € But would not this changing fides, fir, 
make me become contemptible to both Parties V 
Avario. * Not at all ; it is a thing too com- 
monly pra.&ifed to be wonder'd at, and has often 
had a very good effect when nothing elfe would 

do : ^Publico, for example j— it was a good 

while, indeed, before they bid up to his price ; 
but he found it neceffary at laft, and he now 
enjoys the fruits of his labour.' 
Clyamon. € Yes, fir, I have heard of many 
others who have been bought off the fame way ; 

« but 
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* but whatever has been donfr>in former admini- 
« ftrations, I hope the prefent will attempt nothing 
€ that ought to be oppofed.' 

Avario. * No, no, you are not to fuppofe 

c they will ; unlefs, as I jutt now obferved, they 
€ force you to it by negledting to recompence your 

* fervices.' 

Clyamon. c According to this, fir, it will be 
« very difficult, if not altogether impofliblc, for the 
« people to diftinguiflT between thofc who would 
c defend, and thole who would betray and facrifice 
* . the Liberties of their Conftituents.' 

Avario. c If the people are betray'd and facri- 
c ficed, as you call it, they can blame nobody, but 
c themfelves. — Why do they take money for their 

* Votes ? Why do they, like Efau, fell tneir birth- 
« rights for a mefs of pottage? — When a gentle- 
c man buys a County, a Borough, or a Corpora- 
< tion, he has, doubtlefs, a right to make the moft 
c of it he can.' 

Clyamon. * This, fir, is punifhing Corruption 

* with Corruption*' 

Avario. c Ay ;— Is it not Juft it fhould be fo ? 
« — Lookye, CJyamon, you are a novice in thefe 
c affairs as yet, but a little time will make them 
« familiar to you ; — I do not doubt but I fhall hear 
c of your being clofeted by the great man ; and 
4 when once you are clofeted, your bufin efs is 

* done ; — you will have no farther occafion for 
4 my inftru&ions or affiftance either ; — but I fhall 

* fay no more at prefent on that head;— you muft 

* think of preparing yourfelf to fet out on your 

* journey to *****, in a day or two/ 

Clyamon. * What, fir, before you go ? 
Avario. * Yes, yes, — we fhall not be diflblved 
€ fo foon as we expected ; — I do not believe I fhall 

* beable to getdbwn thefe fix weeks ortwomonths; 
€ — there have been fome odd turns of late ; — 

« but 
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• but nomfttQrythey are fecrets, and muft be kept 
< fo; — but it is highly necefiary you fhould begin 
4 to make your intereft; — you are already known 
4 to the greateft part of the gentry, and I am pretty 

• fure they will all be for you to a man. — You 
4 muft cultivate an acquaintance with the freehold- 
c ers, ride about among them, invite fome of the 

* moil leading men home, treat them handfomely, 
4 and make little prefents to their wives and daugh- 
4 ters, of muff-boxes, rings, necklaces, and fuch 
4 toys to pleafe their fancies : — I will get a friend 

* of mine to purchafe a cargo of them for you to 
4 take down, and will write to my fteward to fur- 
4 nifli you with what money you {hall have occa- 
4 fion for/ 

Clyamon. * Do they know, fir, that you intend 
4 to decline (landing any more V 

Avario. 4 Not yet ; but I fhall write to night to 
4 inform tbem of it, and to urge all my friends in 
4 vour behalf: — I hear your coufin Hawkfinore 
4 has taken it into his head to offer himfelf as a can- 
4 didate, and tho' he is not beloved on account of 
4 the buftle he made about turnpikes, yet the large 
4 eftate he is now in poffeHlon of, by the death of 
4 Sir Arthur, may give him an influence over foms 

4 people, fo there is no time to be loft ; 1 

4 would have you Leave London on Monday next. 
1 — I have given orders that all your creditors (hall 
1 be paid their full demands this day, and I think 
4 you can have no other bufmefs of confequence 
4 to detain you here.' 

Clyamon. 4 None at all, fir.' 

Avario. 4 Well then, what friends you have to 
4 take leave of, you may fee this afternoon, and 
4 come tadine with me to-morrow ; — it is Sun- 
1 day, and you know is a leifure day, and I flrall be 
1 at home : — tho* 1 «in a boarder, 1 believe you 

Vol. L O 4 wUt 
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1 will be welcome,— or it may be I fhall add a difir 
4 to the table ; — therefore do not fail to come.* 

Clyamon. c You may depend, fir, that this com-* 
6 mand is too agreeable to me not to be pundlually 
* obey'd.' 

The old gentleman then faid no more, but after 
giving his fon a gracious nod, went out of the room. 
with a countenance which denoted the moft perfcd 

fatisfa&ion of mind. Clyamon waited on him 

down ftairs, and I intended to follow as foon as his 
return fhould give me an opportunity of going down; 
but was retarded by Mr. Carelefs, who came in im« 
mediately after Avario was out of the houfe. This 
gentleman, who it feems has a fincere friendfliip for 
Clyamon, had been extremely impatient, and in- 
deed more anxious than could have been expe£red y 
from a perfon of his gay thoughtlefs difpofition, to 
know the event of the letter he had received from 
his father, had been come to the houfe fome time, 
and waited in the parlour till the departure of Ava- 
no made it proper for him to appear. Almoft the 
iirft falutaticn he gave to Clyamon contain'd an en- 
treaty for the fatisfa&ion of his curiofity in this 
j oint, which the other very readily complied with 
in general terms j but had too much difcretion to 
expofe his father's mercenary views, or by relating 
the defign he had of making him a member of par- 
liament, reveal the motives he had for doing fo, or 
the infiruftions he had given him for his behaviour 
after he fliouM be ele&ed. 

Mr. Carelefs, after having congratulated his 
friend on his being re-tftablifhed in the good graces 
of his fi.ther, and the honour that was about to 
recede to him, faid a great many pleafant and 
fpirittd things to him, on the occafion of his being 
likely to become a member of that auguft and re- 
fpcitable afllmbly. But the particulars of this dif- 

courfe, 
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courfe, entertaining as it was, I am entirely unable 
to repeat, my Tablets being already crowded with 
the preceding dialogue ; and all I can remember is, 
that the two gentlemen after chatting away an hour, 
.agreed to dine together that day,, and to that end 
adjourned to a tavern in the neighbour hood, leaving 
me at liberty to retire to my own apartment, I 
was extremely pleafed with finding, by what I had 
feen that day of Clyamon, that I had not been de- 
ceived in the high raifed expectations I had enter- 
tained of his good fenfe and probity ; and alio with 
perceiving that Avario, in fpite of hi* fordid and 
avaritious difpofition, could not help allowing the 
merits of a fon, whofe fentiments and principles- 
were in almoft every thing fo dire&Iy oppofite to 
his own. 

The evening of the next day this worthy young 
gentleman call'd upon me, as he return'd from 
having pafs'd the fomcr part of it with his father : 
—he was much lefs referved with me than be had 
been with Mr. Carelefs* which convinced me he 
knew how to refrain unbofoming himfelf to thofe 
whofe folidity he had caufe to doubt, and took a 
pleafure in being entirely open to thofe on whom 
he could depend that his confidence would not be 
abufed, either by wanton nefs or negledt He re- 
peated to me the rules prefcribed to him by his father 
for the regulation of his conduct in parliament, and 
exprefs'd the little obligation he thought himfelf 
under to him on that fcore, in terms the moft ftrong 
and pathetic ; thefe are fome of his words : 

* — The love of my country (faid he) I look upon 
1 as the flrft and greateft moral duly of mankind ; 
c and I think I may venture to aflure myfelf, 

* that I {hall never be tempted to renounce it on 

* the profpeft of any advantage offer'd, in what 
c fhape foever.' 
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I then told him, that I believed the bulk of the 
people owed the grievances they complained of 
greatly to the luxury of their representatives, who 
having impair'd their eftates in the modifh excefles 
of the times, found themfelves under a neceffity of 
entering into meafures which othcrwife they would 
never have complied with. c Perhaps too, added 

* I, to gratify the ambition of a beloved wife or 
4 prevent the clamour of a turbulent one, may be 
4 one reafon to which the infringement of public 
4 liberty may be afcribedJ Clyamon liflened with 
great attention to' what I faid, and joining in my 
opinion, replied, that his own obfervatLn of fotne 
late inftances confirmed the truth of this argument: 
— 4 The flift of thefe excitements* continued he, 
4 I have already experienced the danger of through 
4 my inadvertency, and fliall be wary to avoid the 

* fnare in which I have been once entangled ; 

4 and as for the other, if ever I rnarry, fliall endea- 
4 vour to get a wife as near as poflible. to the de- 
4 fcription given by the poet of his miftrefs ; 



Amafd 



Who knows not courts, yet courts does for outfhine 

In ev'ry Harry beauty cf the mind ; 

One who array *d in native lovelinefs, 

And fwcet fimplicity, defpifes art ; 

And has a foul too great to ftoop to pride, 

With the mean ways by which it aims at grandeur.. 

With thefe difcourfes we pafs'd the time he ftaid ;. 
1 have not fcen him fince, but heard of his fafe 

arrival at ** ** : Whether he will be < le&ed for 

that county cannot be determined at the time of my 
writing this ; fo can only fay, that if he is, I doubt 
not but his character will Appear to much more ad- 
vantage than in the feint {ketch I have here been 
able to give of it. 

END of th FIRST VOLUME. 
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